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| W urs EREAS the United Company of Merchants of 7 
England trading to the Eaſt Indies had, for a long time 
paſt, carried on an extenſive trade, obtained great terri- 5 

torial poſſeſſions and revenues, entered into various alli- 


ances and connections, and waged frequent wars with the 


native powers in India: AN WHEREAS it became nece * 


ſary that the ſaid United Company „ in purſuance of and 
by the authority in them veſted by act of parliament, 


and charter under the great ſeal, ſhould create certain 


great offices for the management of theſe! important affairs, 


and for the more perfect conducting and directing of 
the various concerns from them reſulting: AND WHERE 
AS, among others, the office created and known by the 
name and deſignation of Preſident of the Preſidency of | 
Fort William in Bengal, was an office of high truſt, 


power, and dignity; ; on- the due and incorrupt execution 


* which, the. welfare of the ſaid United Company, the 


A 2 5  happi- 


— 
r 6 * 


mu 


E 


happineſs of the native inhabitants of India, the honour 


of the Crown of theſe kingdoms, and the character of 
the Britiſh nation, did moſt materially depend: Ax p 
WIEREAS Warren Haſtings, Eſq. was, by legal autho- 


rity, conſtituted and appointed to ſucceed to the ſituation ' 


and office of Preſident of the Preſidency of Fort Wil- 


liam in Bengal, by an appointment bearing date the twen- 
ty-fifth day of April, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
ſeventy-one ; and the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on or : 


about the month of April, in the year one thouſand ſeven 


hundred and ſeventy- -two, ſucceed to the ſaid office, 


by which ſaid appointment and ſucceſſion, all the power, 


authority, and dignity, which ever had been annexed 
thereto, were conveyed to the faid Warren Haſtings 2 


AND WHEREAS the great and growing national i importance 


of the affairs of the Eaſt- India Company had made them 


peculiarly the object of public and parliamentary con- 


ſideration: anD WHEREAS, in conſequence thereof, an 
act paſſed in the thirteenth year of the reign of his Pre- 


ſent Majeſty, intitled, l act for the eſtabliſhing cer- 


„ tain regulations for th che better management of the af- 


08 fairs of the Faſt- India Company, as well in India as in 
« Europe: AND WHEREAS by the faid act it was, among 
other things, enacted, that a Gov ernor General, inſtead of 
a Preſident as aforeſaid, ſhould be appointed to preſide 

over the affairs of the aid Eaſt-India Company : axD_ 


M5 WHEREAS great power, authority, dignity, truſt, and re · 


ſponſibility, were by the ſaid act annexed to the office: of 
Governor General ; on the due and uncorrupt execution 
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of which ſaid laſt-mentioned office, the before-recited 


important intereſts, relative to the native ſubjects and 
protected princes in India, as well as to the ſaid Eaſt-India 
Company and the Britiſh nation, did likewiſe in a moſt 


eſpecial manner depend: AND WHEREAS the ſaid War- 


ren Haſtings was appointed, by the act of parliament 


aforeſaid, to the office of Governor General, with all the 
a powers by law belonging to the ſaid office: AND WHERE- 
As, by virtue of ſeveral ſubſequent acts of parliament, 
he the ſaid Warren Haſtings has been frequently re-ap- 
pointed to the ſaid office of Governor General, with all 
the power, authority, dignity, truſt, and reſponſibility, 8 
originally annexed to the ſame : : AND WHEREAS, in fact, 
the faid Warren Haſtings did accept c of theſe great offices 
of Prefident and Governor General of the Preſidency of 
Fort William in Bengal, ſo beſtowed on him as aforeſaid, 
and did continue to act therein without any ſuſpenſion or 

| intermiſſion whatever, from the period herein firſt men- 
tioned, until the month of February, in the year. one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-five : : AND WHEREAS 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings did ſolemnly ſwear faithſully 5 
to diſcharge his duty therein, by which he became 
: bound, by the moſt ſolemn obligations to the Company, 
the Crown, and the Nation, faithfully to diſcharge the 
duty of the truſt repoſed in him during all the time afore- 
ſaid : Yet the ſaid Warren Hoſt! unge, not regarding the 


ſacred obligation of | s oath, nor the important duties 
of the high offices 6 which he s appointed, but en- 
tertgining d baſe and 4. procuring for him 
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ſelf and his dependants exorbitant wealth and arbitrary 


deſigns of raiſing himſelf, by means of the undue influ- 


ence ſo acquired, to exceſſive power, as well to gratify 
his inordinate ambition, as to ſecure himſelf from puniſh- | 
ment for the many unjuſtifiable acts by him done and 
committed i in the exerciſe of his office, did, whilſt he was 
: Preſident and Governor General as aforeſaid, by the va- 
rious unwarrantable and criminal practices hereinafter ſet 
forth, faithleſsly, illegally, and tyrannically violate the 
duties of his ſtation : by each and all of which prac- 
tices the welfare of the Eaſt. India Company has materi- 
ally ſuffered, the happineſs of the native inhabitants of 
India been deeply affected, their confidence in Engliſh 
faith and lenity ſhaken and impaired, and the honour of 


the Crown and character of this nation wantonly and 
5 wickedly y degraded. 


ARTICLE | 
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| THAT Rajah Bulwant Sing, | great Chief or Zemindar of | 


certain provinces or diſtricts in India, called Benares, and Gaze- 


poor, dependant upon the Mogul empire, through Sujah ul 
Dowlah, Nabob of Oude, and Vizier of the ſaid empire, did, 
in the commencement of the Engliſh power in India, in or about 
the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſixty-four, attach him- 
ſelf to the Britiſh nation, and was, in the opinion of the Direc- 
tors of the Eaſt-India Company, of ſignal ſervice to the affairs 


and intereſts of Great Britain. 


That in conſideration of thoſe ſervices, the faid Bulwant Sing 
Was, by the treaty of peace concluded at Allahabad, in the year 
one thouſand ſeyen hundred and ſixty-five, between Sujah ul 
| Dowlah and the Britiſh nation, fully ſecured in the poſſeſſion of = 
his territories, which poſſeſſion he retained till his death. _ 
That by the influence of the Britiſh Bengal government, and - 
in conſideration of a large ſum of money, and a conſiderable in- 
| creaſe of tribute paid to the Vizier, his fon, Rajah Cheyt Sing, 
did, on the death of his father, the ſaid Bulwant Sing, ſucceed 
to the ſaid territories, and on or about the month of October, 
in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy, was fully 
inveſted with the government thereof. x 
That in the month of June, in the year one thouſand Foven 
| hundred and ſeventy-three, Warren Haſtings, Eſquire (being 
then Preſident of the Preſidency of Fort William in Bengal), d 
was empowered by the Preſident and Council (that is, by himſelf i 
and Council) to renew, on behalf of Kajah Cheit Sing, the ſtis _ 
pulations which had been formerly made with the VIzier in 5 
vour of his father, Rajah Bulwant Sing, in conſideration of his 
ſervices in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſixty- four. 


That in conſequence of theſe powers, the faid Warren Haſ- 
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to „ Rojah Cheit Sing and his Nb the inheritance of the 


above-mentioned territories (which ſaid territories had been al- 


ready conveyed to the ſaid Rajah, by acts of the Vizier in his 


favour) upon the ſame terms as they had been granted to his 
father, Bulwant Sing, excepting only the increaſe of tribute 
heretofore mentioned; and the ſaid treaties or agreements did 
expreſſly provide, that no increaſe of the ſame ſhould ever be 
demanded from him; and the ſame were fully guaranteed by 

the Eaſt-India 8 and their faith pledged that they ſhould 
remain inviolable, and chat there ſhould. never be any: deviation ; 


: from them. 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtions 3 was bind, as well by the 


ties of juſtice as by the obligations of public faith, to afford the 


protection of the Eaſt-India Company to the ſaid Rajah, more 
particularly as the inheritance, and even the life, of the ſaid Ra- 
5 jah, were no longer ſafe than whilſt he enjoyed ſuch protection. 
That he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did think himſelf bound by 
"the ſaid Treaties and agreements in favour of Rajah Cheit Sing, 5 
to afford him protection, and to prevent the Vizier from break- 
ing through or deviating from the ſaid treaties, and did accord- 
ingly, ſome time in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſe- 
venty- five, interfere and prevent, or did approve of the inter- 
ference of the Reſident at the court of Oude for the purpoſe of 
85 preventing the ſaid Vizier from levying a ſum of five lacks of 
rupees in advance from the ſaid Cheit Sing, under pretence of 
his the ſaid Vizier s urgent neceſſities, by declaring that his Ex- 
cellency (viz. the V1zier) could not, on his part, demand either 
an increaſe of rent or ſums in advance from the ſaid Rajah 3 
and that the demand of five lacks would, if complied with, 
eſtabliſh a precedent againſt the ſaid Cheit Sing, contrary to the 
letter of the treaty with him; and that the Honourable Board, 
Viz. the Council of Fort William, of which Warren Haſtings, 
| Eſquire, was then Governor General, would not ſee the rights 
of their dependants infringed upon; and that Rajah Cheit Sing 
Was to be conſidered in that light; and that the ſaid Vizier muſt 
expect to ſee him protected, for he was not to be put upon a 


Tooth with his the ſaid Vizier's other Zemindars. 


That the above, and all other ſtipulations in favour of the 
ſaid 


L241] 


aid Rajah, were fully known to, and approved of, and con- 
firmed and ratified by, the ſaid Warren Haſtings. | 
That the ſaid Warren Hallings did, ſome time in the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy five, propoſe and carry in 
council a reſolution, that it ſhould be made a condition of the 


treaty then negociating with the Vizier, that Rajah Cheit Ding 


ſhould exerciſe a free and independant authority in his dominions, 
ſubje& only to the payment of his tribute, 
That an aſſignment was afterwards obtained from the Vi izier, 


by the Companv, of the tribute payable by the ſaid Rajah, 
whereby the rights of ſuperiority which the ſaid Vizier was en- 


titled to hold and to beſtow were transferred, yet the tenure. 
and condition of the Rajah continued the ſame as before; the 
ſaid aſſignment being, as the ſaid Warren Haſtings has himſelf _ 


declared, without any encroachment on the juſt rights bY 2 
Rajah, or the engagements actually ſubſiſting with him; the 


nature and extent of which had been fully known to, and often 


- recognized by, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and which never were, 8 
by any e agreement, ae or ON. done away 
or ſuperſeded. h 


That the ſaid Warren Halliogs tid, fone time in whe month at 


| June in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy five, 5 
lay before the Council at Fort William in Bengal, ſeveral pro- 
| poſitions, for the. purpoſe of carrying into effect the intentions 
of the Board to render the ſaid Rajah more independant, to pre- 


vent him from being reduced to what he, the ſaid Warren Haf. 


tings, calls the mean and depraved ſtate of a mere Zemindar, 


and to raiſe him to a ſituation of power and dignity unknown 
to any of his anceſtors : That i in order to carry the ſaid inten- 
tions into execution, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, inter alia, ſpe- 
cially propoſe, and with the approbation of his Council did ac- 
tually convey to Cheit Sing the power of executing criminal | 


juſtice, and of coining money Within his dominions, which 


powers, in that country, have always been conſidered as marks 
of ſovereignty : and did farther propoſe, that whilſt the Rajah | 
ſhould continue faithful to his engagements, and punctual in 
his payments, and ſhould pay due obedience to the Britiſh Go- 
ernment, no more demands ſhould be made. upon him by the 


* | | Eaſt. 


[10 ] 
Eaſt- India Company, of any kind; or on any pretence whatſo- 
ever ſhould any perſon be allowed to interfere with his autho- 
rity, or diſturb the peace of his country: Which propoſition 
was agreed to by the Council, and was ordered to be communicated 
to the ſaid Rajah Cheit Sing, by Mr. Fowke, the then Reſident 
at Benares; which voluntary reſtraint was propoſed by the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, and laid by the Government upon its own ac- 
tions, in order, among other purpoſes, to inſpire the Rajah with 
the greateſt confidence, without which he the ſaid Rajah would 
expect from every change of government additional demands to 
be made upon him, and would of courſe deſcend to all the arts 
of intrigue and concealment practiſed by other dependant Ra- 
| Jahs; and, becauſe, by proper encouragement, he would prove a 
powerful ally, and a uſeful barrier to the Eaſt-India Company; 
but, that he would be neither the one nor the other, if the con- 
ditions of his connection with the N were left open to 
future variations. 
That the ſaid Warren n in or about the month of 
| June, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy five, did propoſe : 
to his Council that Rajah Cheit Sing ſhould engage to maintain 
in conſtant pay a body of two thouſand cavalry, for which the 


Company were to pay after the rate of fifteen rupees per month 


foreach private man, and in proportion for the officers, ſo long 
as they ſhould continue in the ſervice of the ſaid Company. 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings then declared it was far from his 
- intention to propoſe the above or any other article to be impoſed 
upon the ſaid Rajah by compulſion ; and the Board did finally | 
reſolve, on or about the month of Tuly, in the year laſt afore- 
ſaid, that it be recommended to the ſaid Cheit Sing to keep up 
two thouſand cavalry, to be diſciplined after the European man- 
mer! but, that there be no obligation upon him ſo to do. 
That by theſe and various other acts, agreements, treaties, or 


ſtipulations, the ſaid Rajah Cheit Sing was, under the authority 


of the Eaſt-India Company, fully confirmed and fecured in the 
free and uncontrolled authority in the regulation and govern- 
ment of his Zemindary, ſubject to no demand of any fort or 
kind, or upon any pretence whatſoever, over and above the 
payment of the rent or tribute ſtipulated to be by him paid. 

That 
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That the ſaid Warren Haſtings was bound by the duties of 
his office, and by the ties of juſtice and public faith, ſtrictly to 
adhere to the aforeſaid treaties, ſtipulations, and engagements, 


and to every other treaty, ſtipulation, and engagement, which 


ſubſiſted between the Eaſt-India Company and the ſaid Rajah, 
or to which the ſaid Company were or had been parties or gua- 
rantees, according to the plain ſenſe and true e of 


the ſame. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, whilſt he was Governor Ge- 


neral as aforeſaid, in direct breach of his duty, and of the truſt 


repoſed in him, and in poſitive contradiction to the treaties, 
ſtipulations, and engagements, which exiſted between the Eaſt- 


India Company and the ſaid Rajah, and with a view to haraſs, 


diſtreſs, and finally to ruin the ſaid Rajah, in conſequence of 


| pre- conceived malice againſt him, did, on ſome day in the month 


of July, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy 


eight, under the pretence of a war in Europe, of which he the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings had not any authentic accounts, and at a 
time when the treaſury of the Eaſt-India Company was 
unuſually full, and when no general tevy or contribution was 


made upon any other perſons in ſituations ſimilar to that of the 


aid Cheit Sing, require that the ſaid Cheit Sing ſhould furniſh 


three battalions of Sepoys, at his own expence, for the ſervice of 


the ſaid Eaſt-[ndia Company, and did extort from the ſaid Cheit 


Sing the ſum of five lacks of rupees, under pretence of pro- 
viding and paying for the ſaid battalions. 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did farther, in or about the 


5 month of July, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſe- 
venty nine, extort a like ſum of five lacks of rupees from the 
ſaid Cheit Sing, under ſimilar or ſach-like pretences, and did 
compel the payment of the ſame by means of a military force; 
and did alſo extort the payment of a farther. ſum of two thou- 
ſand pounds ſterling, or thereabouts, under preten e of paying 
the expences of the ſaid force. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did again, on or 8 the 


| twenty- -ſecond day of June, in the year one thouſand ſeven hun- 


dred and eighty, extort from the ſaid Cheit Sing, by ſimilar and | 


©ther rigorous means, and particularly by the threats of a fine 


ROLL SE. 
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of ten thoutind: pounds, the payment of the like ſum of five 
lacks, under the afcreſaid and other ſuch- like pretences, although 
he the ſaid Haſtings had, on the twenty-firſt day of June, that 


is to ſay, on or about the day before the faid renewed demand 
or thereabout, privately received from a perſon named Sadanund, 


buxey or treaſurer to the ſaid Rajah, a preſent or bribe of We 


lacks of rupees, or ſome other ſum, which was given under the 
plea of atoning for the oppoſition alledged by the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, to have been made againſt the payment of the ſaid 


ſubſidy, but really in hopes of its inducing | him the faid Wanen ; 


Haſtings to give up that claim. 


That, notwithſtanding the receipt of the chore-mneationed 


bribe or preſent, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in farther proſecu- 


tion of a wicked and malicious deſign to haraſs, oppreſs, and 


ruin the ſaid Rajah, did, on the ſecond day of November, one 
| thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty, move at the Council Board, 
and carry a reſolution, that the Rajah of Benares ſhould be re- 
quired to furniſh ſuch cavalry as he could ſpare for the ſervice 
of the Britiſh Government ; and afterwards, under pretence and 
colour of the ſaid reſolution of the Board, did peremptorily and 
: arbitrarily demand from the ſaid Rajah, two thouſand cavalry, 
which demand was afterwards reduced to ſome other number, 


: but without any offer of paying for the ſame, although the ſaid 
| Rajah was not bound to keep up any cavalry, and for whatever 


number he furniſhed for the ſervice of the Eaſt India Company, 
he was to be paid at the rate already ſtated. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in farther OT RED of the 
deſign aforeſaid, didi in direct defiance of both the letter and ſpirit 
of the ſaid treaties and agreements, wickedly and maliciouſly 
enter into a clandeſtine negociation with the Vizier, Nabob of 
Oude, whom the ſaid Warren Haſtings well knew to be the an- 


cient and hereditary enemy of the Rajah and his family, and 
from the enmity of whoſe father the ſaid Rajah's s family had 


been ſecured and protected by the Britiſh power, in the year one 


thouſand ſeven hundred and ſixty five, for the expreſs purpoſe 
of ſelling the territories of the ſaid Rajah to the Vizier, fora 

ſum of money to be paid to the ſaid Eaſt-India Company. 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in farther proſecution of the 
ſaid 
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VB ſaid wicked deſign, and in order to draw the ſaid Rajah to ſome 

l 00 which might afford a pretence for violence towards him, did, 
ſome time early in the month of January, in the year one thou- 
land ſeven hundred and eighty one, peremptorily and inſultingly 

4 1 rite, or cauſe to be written, a letter to the ſaid Rajah, charg- 

. him with delay in payment of his monthly kiſts or payments, 

nd with being the cauſe of the non-payment of the ſtipend of 


the ſaid Warren Haſtings did art Kon and unjuſtly charge him 


7 


5 


* with delay in paying the ſame. 


5 | of the + whos Council, wichaur” any authority given to him ſo 
F to do, either by the Eaſt- India Company, or by any act or acts 
3 | of parliament 3 and, among other things, did, in the manner afore- 
1 ſaid, confer upon himſelf full power and authority to form ſuch 
33 arrangements with the Rajah of Benares, for the better govern- 
ment and management of his Zemindary, and to perform ſuch 
acts, for the improvement of the intereſts which the Company 
#7 : poſſeſſed | in it, as he ſhould think fit, and conſonant to the mu- 
3 tual engagements ſubſiſting between the Com pany and the Rajah. 
2} That the faid Warren Haſtings, under colour of the above au- 
4 4 thority, and under certain falſe, wicked, and malicious preten- 
Ces, with a view to haraſs, ruin, and oppreſs the ſaid Cheit Sing, 
and with an intention to extort certain large and enormous ſums 
of money from him, without an y juſt or reaſonable cauſe (al- 
though the ſaid Cheit Sing had a ſhort time before, knowing the 
malice of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, offered to pay the ſum of 
twenty lacks of rupees, for the ſervice of the Eaft India Com- 
pany), did wickedly and maliciouſly undertake a journey to the 
Upper Provine ces, and in particular to the Province of Benares, 
4 and did then and there, in proſecution of the wickedneſs and ma- 
E lice aforeſaid, wantonly, arbitrarily, and tyrannically degrade, 
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a eien, and Kae accuſe him the faid Rajah of certain acts of 
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cauſe of offence to him, and aſſured him, that his Zemindary, 
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ting permiſſion to juſtify himſelf from the charges brought 8 


1 7 


miſgovernment, and of diſaffection and breach of faith and duty 
to the Eaſt- India Company, and of other crimes and offences, mm 
which ſaid pretended offences were ſet forth in a certain paper "M0 
writing, delivered, or ordered to be delivered, to the ſaid ien 


by the ſaid Warren Haſtings: and although the ſaid Rajah did, 


by every means in his power, endeayour to pay every mark of 
reſpect and attention to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did expreſs | 
the utmoſt diſtreſs and concern at having given any ſuppoſed 3 


#1 


and all he poſſeſſed, were at his devotion, and did accompany 


his words with actions ſtrongly expreſſive of his ſincerity ; and 


although the faid Rajah did, in the moſt ſubmiſſive and humble 2 


manner, either fully deny or offer a complete juſtification of 
. from the _ wicked, and malicious 32 brough || fe. 


; Haſtings did e and 1 bes kim the {aid Nash 5 
to be put under arreſt in his own palace, and loaded him wit! 
unmerited indignities, which meaſure did cauſe great alarm 

mamongſt his ſubjeQs, by diſgracing their Prince in the eyes of 1 
all Hindoſtan, by being a flagrant inſtance of breach of faith, 
| highly unwarrantable and diſgraceful, and tending materially to 
| weaken the confidence which the native Princes ought to have in 
the juſtice and moderation of the Britiſh Government, —That he 
the ſaid Rajah did, after the ſaid arreſt, write ſeveral letters, full of 
_ diſtreſs and ſubmiſſion, and apparent deſpondency, to the ſaid Y f 
Warren Haſtings, who took little notice of the ſame; and, a 


ſudden affray having ariſen, in conſequence of the march of a ® 


company of Sepoys to reinforce the guard put over the Rajah, 
and in conſequence of the inſult and indignities offered to him, 
and a part of the ſaid guard having been deſtroyed by the fury 


of the populace, enraged by the outrages offered to their Prince 


in their preſence, and the Rajah having fled for ſafety, during 


the tumult, to a fort in the neighbourhood, he the ſaid Rajah 
did immediately, and at divers and ſundry times afterwards, fend 
other letters of ſubmiſſion to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, requeſ- 7 


againſt him, and offering to ſubmit in all things to the pleaſure * 2 


C1821 


3 9 of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, who nevertheleſs conſtantly and 


. peremptorily refuſed to anſwer or to liſten to the ſame; and at 
1 laſt, upon the pretence that the ſaid inſurrection or affray (really 
xy ©Faiſed by his own violence, breach of faith, and oppreſſion) was 
"the effect of a premeditated deſign to overturn the Britiſh empire 
n India, and to exterminate therefrom the Britiſh nation; 
# „d that the ſaid Rajah aimed at the total ſubverſion of the au- 
Wthority of the Company, and the erection of his own inde- 
pendency upon its ruins; and upon other allegations equally ex- 
travagant, untrue, and incredible; he the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
did hazard the ſafety of the ſaid empire in the Eaſt, upon the 
event of a civil war, at a time when it was attacked by enemies 
4 upon every ſide, rather than liſten to any terms of accommoda- 
| 5 tion, or offers of juſtification from the ſaid Rajah; and, col- 
#4 lecting around him the troops of the Company, did wickedly, 
arbitrarily, and tyrannically expel the ſaid Rajah from thoſe ter- 
ritories which he held by virtue of repeated agreements with the 
Company, and to which he had . not forfeited his right by any 
acts by him the ſaid Rajah done or omitted, previous to the 
violent and unjuſt impriſonment aforeſaid ; in conſequence cf 
which arreſt and expulſion, an unjuſt war aroſe, much blood was 
| ſhed, the collection of the revenues impeded, and the whole 
country thrown into confuſion ; which ſaid war did extend it- 
ſelf into the neighbouring provinces, and which bloodſhed, war, 
and confuſion, are ſolely imputable to the miſconduct, violence, 
tyranny, and culpable improvidence of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
In all which unjuſt and illegal acts, repeated demands, extorſive 
exaCtions, arbitrary arreſt, and final expulſion of the ſaid Cheit 
Sing from his dominions, upon pretences, many of which were 
never ſuggeſted or alledged by the ſaid Warren Haſtings till after 
the ſaid expulſion, and in various other acts by him the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings done and omitted towards the ſaid Rajah, he 
the faid Warren Haſtings has, in many and various inſtances, 
a atted contrary to the truſt repoſed in him, to the faith of ſolemn 
— treaties, to his own declared ſenſe of his duty, and thereby 
7 greatly diſgraced and diſcredited the character of the Britiſh na- 
by tion in India; and by all and every one of the aforeſaid acts, 
Y | Sous pete, authorized, or permitted by him the ſaid 
_ as Warren 
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Warren Haſtings, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings was, and is, VN * 


guilty of high crimes and miſdemeanors. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did farther, after the flight of 2 * 


the ſaid Cheit Sing, direct an attack to be made upon a caſtle ' ? 
called Bidjegur, the reſidence of Panna, the mother of the ſaid 


Rajah, and of the ſurviving women of the family of Rajah 


- Bulwant Sing; and for the purpoſe of the directed attack, did 
order a body of troops to march and diſpoſſeſs them of their 
reſidence, and to ſeize upon their money and effects, without 


even pretending that they had committed any offence whatſoever, 
and without .even inquiring whether the treaſure contained. in 


the fortreſs of Bidjegur was the property of the ſaid women or 
of Cheit Sing. That the faid Warren Haſtings did, neither 
then nor ſince, alledge, or attempt to prove, that the ſaid ladies 
ever were concerned, in the remoteſt degree, in any of the de- 17 
ſigns falſely by the ſaid Warren Haſtings imputed to the ſaid 64 
Cheit Sing; yet nevertheleſs he did not only beſiege, or cauſe = 
to be beſieged, the fortreſs aforeſaid, but did ſtimulate the amp 
to rapine and outrage, by the wicked orders which he iſſued, by HE 
directing that the fort, and all the property it contained, ſhould 7 
be ſecured for the benefit of the detachment employed in reducing = 
it, and by abandoning to the ſoldiery all the property of the faid 


women of every ſort, contrary to the practice of civilized na= 


tions, and particularly offenſive to the manners of the Eaſt, and 


the reſpect there paid to the female ſex. And did farther pro- 
Hibit Major Popham, or the commanding officer of the army 
employed i in the above ſervice, from entering into any conditions 


with the faid mother of the ſaid Rajah, even for a proviſion z 


and did declare, that if ſhe diſappointed certain expeCtations, 


or did not inſtantly comply with certain terms which he the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings propoſed to her, in conſequence of ſome over- 
| tures from her, he would conſider it as a wanton affront, and 
never would forgive the ſame. That the ſaid mother of the ſaid 

| Rajah, having evacuated the fortreſs aforeſaid, and ſurrendered | 


the ſame upon certain terms, rather than incur the dangers with 


5 which ſhe was threatened by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, the 


terms of the ſaid capitulation were violated, and the ſaid lady, 
her relations, and renne plundered, in conſequence of that 


ſpirit 6 


a 
2 4 


. C973 
4 | Firit of rapacity excited by the acts of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 


| * contained, to the ſoldiery : 

|: Which ſaid acts, orders, directions, or licenſe of 3 the ſaid 
al Warren Haſtings, giving up the plunder aforeſaid, in the man- 
. . aforeſaid, were iſſued, directed, or given by him the ſaid 
3 arren Haſtings, without any competent authority being veſted 
F him for that purpoſe ; in direct contradiction to the orders of 
: Pis maſters, and to his own ſenſe of his public duty; and which 
q aid orders did, in the opinion of him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
| 1 neceſſarily tend to bring corruption and ruin on the army. And 


5 he ſaid Warren Haſtings, after ſuch licenſe given to the ſoldi- 
"— ry to plunder for their own benefit, and after the ſpoil made in 
4 conſequence of that licenſe, amounting in value to a very large 


$ 8 . f 


| 2 ſpoil fo before by himſelf granted to them; but having failed in 


2 what he had unlawfully granted by a breach of duty to his con- 

4 ſtituents, he then attempted to obtain the ſame from the ſoldiers 
1 - and officers as a loan : and failing in this attempt alſo, and this 
* ; {poil being the only part of the treaſures belonging to the Ra- 


* jah, or any part of his family, the ſaid Warren Haſtings was al- 
together fruſtrated in the acquiſition of every part of that diſho- 


4 N nourable object wich alone he had pretended to, and purſued 
A 4 through a long ſeries of ads of injuſtice, inhumanity, oppreſ- 
3 9 ſion, violence, and bloodſhed, to the great riſk, even in his own 
opinion, of the total ſubverſion of the Britiſh empire in India. 
” That the ſaid Warren Haſtings having, as aforeſaid, expelled 
the ſaid Cheit Sing from his dominions, did, of his own uſurped 


= and appoint Rajah Viehipnarain to the government of the pro- 
> vince of Benares, and did appoint his father, Durbedgy Sing, 
| ---A$ adminiſtrator of his authority; and did give to the Britiſh Re- 
M C ſident, 


ind his abandoning the plunder of the ſaid fort, and every thing 


Z7 ſum, was actually divided amongſt and ſhared by the foldiery, 
| 1 did retract his declaration of right, and his permiſſion to the ſol- 

1 diers to appropriate the plunder to themſelves, and did endea- 
4 vour, by various artifices and devices, to explain away ſuch his 
declaration and permiſſion, and to recover from the ſoldiery the 


this attempt to reſume, by a breach of faith with the ſoldiers, | 


authority, and without any communication with, or any appro- 
dation given by, the other Members of the Council, nominate - 
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ſident, Mr. Markham, a controlling authority over both; ant 


which ſubſiſted between the ſtate of Benares and the Britiſh na. M 


' thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty two, enter into a clandeſtine * 


[ 18 11 


did farther abrogate and ſet aſide all treaties and agreement, A 


tion; and did arbitrarily and tyrannically, of his mere authori. 


ty, raiſe the tribute to the ſum of four hundred thouſand pounds 
ſterling, or thereabouts; did farther wantonly and illegally im. | 
poſe certain oppreſſive duties upon goods and merchandiſe, to the + 
great injury of trade, and ruin of the province; and did farther | 9 
diſpoſe of, as his own, the property within the ſaid provinces, ; * 
by granting the ſame, or parts thereof, in penſions to ſuch 1 
perſons as he thought fit. | "j" 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, ſome time in the year one 


correſpondence with William Markham, Eſquire, the then Re- 3 
ſident at Benares; which ſaid Markham had been by him the 


ſald Warren Haſtings obtruded into the ſaid office contrary to I 


the poſitive orders of the Court of Directors: and, in conſe- 


_ quence of the repreſentations of the ſaid Markham, did, under 

pretence that the new exceſſive rent or tribute was in arrear, and 
that the affairs of the province were likely to fall into confuſion, = 
authorize and empower him, by his own private authority, to re- 
move the ſaid TN Sing from his N and pres him of 
his eſtate. 


That the ſaid Darbadas Sing was, by the private orders and 4 ; 


authorities given by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and in conſequence Y 


of the repreſentations aforeſaid, violently thrown into priſon, _ 


and cruelly confined therein, under pretence of the 908 53 75 5 
ment of the arrears of the tribute aforeſaid. 


That the widow of Bulwant Sing, and the Rajah Mehipna- 


rain, did pointedly accuſe the ſaid Markham of being the ſole 


cauſe of any delay in the payment of the tribute aforeſaid, and 


did offer to prove the innocence of the faid Durbedgy Sing, and 
_ alfo to prove that the faults aſcribed to him were ſolely the faults 
of the ſaid Markham; yet the ſaid Warren Haſtings did pay 
no regard whatever to the ſaid repreſentations, nor make any in- 
quiry into the truth of the ſame, but did accuſe the ſaid widow 


of Bulwant Sing, and the Rajah aforeſaid, of groſs preſumption. 
for the lame; and liſtening | to the repreſentations of the perſon 
2 1 accuſed 


n 8 . I 
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RD OOO 307 150% ir EE IC 4 : 


1 | ecuſed (viz. the Reſident Markham), did continue to confine 
the ſaid Durbedgy Sing in priſon, and did inveſt the Reſident 


na- "Markham with authority to beſtow his office upon whomſoever 


Jo be pleaſed. 
ads That the ſaid Markham did beſtow the ſaid office of Admini- 


m-. 9 ator of the province of Benares upon a certain perſon named 
* gger Deo Seo, who, in order to gratify the arbitrary demands 
1er f the ſaid Warren Haſtings, was obliged greatly to diſtreſs and 


*ZDaraſs the unfortunate inhabitants of the ſaid province. 


Fhouſand ſeven hundred and eighty four, remove the ſaid Jagger 
Deo Seo from the ſaid office, under pretence of certain irregula- 


wal ities: and oppreſſions, which irregularities and opprefſions are 


ſolely imputable to him the ſaid Warren Haſtings. 


"Found every place abandoned at his approach, even by the offi- 


1 cers of the very government which he eſtabliſhed, and ſeeing no- 
5 3 hing but traces of devaſtation in every village; the province, in 


effect, without a government; the adminiſtration miſcondutted, 


5 


Peilty of high crimes $ and miſdemeanors. 
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That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, ſome time in the year one 


3 That the conſequences of all theſe violent changes and arbi- 
9 trary acts were, the total ruin and deſolation of the country, and 
-| The flight of the inhabitants; the ſaid Warren Haſtings having 


the 3 e trade diſcouraged, and the revenue in : 


All which date ben, devaſtation, 3 and; ruin, are 
Sou imputable to the above-mentioned and other arbitrary, il- 
legal, unjuſt, and tyrannical acts of him the ſaid Warren Haſ- 
Eings; who by all and every one of the ſame, was, and i 7 
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ARTECLE SECOND. 


Thar the mother and grandmother of the preſent Vizie - 
Aſoph ul Dowla, Nabob of Oude, are amongſt the women of the 
higheſt rank, family, and diſtinction in Aſia, the former being 
the wife of the late Sujah ul Dowla, and the latter widow of Suf-** 
der Jung, and daughter of Sadit, the predeceſſor of the ſaid Suf. 
der Jung, in the government of Oude, which ſaid Sufder » 
Jung, father of Suja ul Dowla, and grandfather of the pre-. 
ſent Nabob of Oude, firſt obtained his rank among the 1 2 
of India, through the means of the ſaid alliance. 4 
That the ſaid mother and grandmother of the ſaid Afoph ul 
Dowla were in. poſſeſſion of certain landed eſtates, called Jag - 
kires, and certain valuable moveables, for the purpoſe as well of 
| maintaining their own rank and dignity, as for the 1 maintenance 0 
of their numerous family and dependants. — 
That on or about the months of September or - Oftober, one ; 
' thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy five, Mr. Briſtow, the ten 
Reſident at the court of Oude, was requeſted by Aſoph ul Do w- 
la, Nahob of Oude, and Vizier of the Empire, to uſe his endea- 
vours to perſuade his ſaid mother, commonly called the Bow Be- 2 
gum, to aſſiſt him with a ſum of money, under a pretence of hi? 
great diſtreſs and urgent neceſſities, which were principally oc- - 
caſioned by the heavy debt which he had incurred t. to the 1 Laſt-In- 1 
dia Company. 9 
That the ſaid Bow Begum did ble refuſe to advance or | 
pay to the Nabob any. ſum or ſums of money whatſoever, unleſs _ 
for the ſake, and under the guarantee, of the Engliſh. 
That in conſequence thereof a ſolemn treaty was finally con- 
cluded between the ſaid Vizier and the ſaid Begum, by which 
ſhe the ſaid Begum conſented to pay to the Vizier the ſum of 
thirty lacks of rupees in money and goods, and granted tohima 


releaſe for a ſum of twenty-ſix lacks which ſhe had formerly 


advanced to him the ſaid Vizier ; which ſaid ſum of money was 
paid and releaſed under the expreſs condition that no farther ſum 5 


=D 
of money ſhould ever be demanded from her by the ſaid Vizier, 
upon any occaſion, or upon any pretence whatſoever, and under 
the farther expreſs condition, that the jaghires, lands, money, 
; goods, and property of every kind, then in her poſſeſſion, ſhould 
de firmly ſecured and guaranteed to her, under the protection and 


u guarantee of the Engliſh nation; and that no farther loan, claim, 
e Þ or demand of any ſort ſhould ever be required from her. 

g 4 That the ſaid agreement or treaty was confirmed by the moſt; 
.. 8 facred forms of the Mahomedan religion by the ſaid Vizier, and 
f. was fully guaranteed by Mr. Briſtow en the part of the Eaſt- 
er India Company. 
e That the ſaid guarantee v was Ae d 4 viz. in or about the 


es month of November of the year laſt aforeſaid, fully approved of, 
and confirmed by the Governor General and Council, Warren 


" BM Haſtings being then Governor General as aforeſaid. 
p- © That the ſaid Warren Haſtings being Governor General as 
of : Ss aforeſaid, was (as i it was his duty to be) fully apprized both of 
ce © the nature and extent of the ſaid guarantee, and has frequently 
= þ declared his own ſenſe of the binding force and operation of the 
ne fame, and of the diſgrace and diſcredit which would fall upon the 
en 1 Engliſh name, if even the appearance of oppreſſion exiſted to- 
#- | wards a perſon of the Begum's ſex and character, after the ho- 
a- gnaour and faith of the Eaſt-India n was s pledged for the ob- 
e-\ © | | fervance of the ſaid treaty. -. T 
lis 4 That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in conformity to the above 
c- Juſt ſenſe of the nature and extent of the ſaid treaty and guaran- 
n- ö tee, has repeatedly interfered with his authority to ſupport and 
7 1 defend the ſame; and in particular, ſome time in the year one 
or thouſand. ſeven hundred and ſeventy eight, upon certain com- 
{5 9 plaints being made to the Governor General and Council by the 
aid Begum, of certain infractions of the ſaid treaty, he the ſaid 


Warren Haſtings did, in concurrence with the Council, write, 
or order to be written, to Mr. Middleton, then Reſident at Oude, 
| . Aletteror order to the effect following: — That ſhe, the ſaid Be- 
gum, was entitled to the protection of the Briviſh Government 
by an act not ſought by the ſaid Government, but ſolicited by 
the Nabob himſelf, and granted in compliance with his and her 
_vequeſt ; and therefore the ſaid Reſident was empowered to afford 
8 is 


2 1 
his ſupport and protection to her in due maintenance of all the 9 
rights ſhe poſſeſſed by virtue of the treaty between her and her K 
ſon, under the guarantee of the Company, and againſt every at- | 
tempt that might be made, directly or indirectly, to infringe 
them. In conſequence of which Jetter or order, ſhe was protect- * 
ed by the ſaid Reſident in the enjoyment of her rights, under the 
authority of the guarantee aforeſaid. 
That the ſaid elder Begum, wife of Sufder Jung, ind cd 
mother of Aſoph ul Dowla, was alſo in poſſeſſion of certain jag 
| hires and effects, in the quiet poſſeſſion of which ſhe was moleſt - 
ed by the ſaid Aſoph ul Dowla, and in conſequence thereof ſhe, N 
the ſaid elder Begum, applied for relief and protection to the 
Governor Genera) and Council of Fort William, he the ſaid  _ 
Warren Haſtings being Governor General as aforeſaid ; who did 
| accordingly interfere in her behalf, by directing the Reſident 
Middleton, fome time in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and ſeventy eight, to repreſent to the Nabob the conſequences ot. - 
ſuch arbitrary proceedings, the reproach to which his honour 
and reputation, as well as that of the Britiſh Government, from 
being connected with him, would be expoſed by ſuch aas of 
_ cruelty and injuſtice, and the right which the ſaid Government | 
derived, from the nature of its alliance with him, to expect 
that he would pay a deference to its remonſtrances.— That in 
conſequence of the above and other interferences, powers, and 
authorities, made, given, granted, or confirmed by the Governor 
General and Council aforeſaid, the ſaid elder Begum was finally 
and fully ſecured in the poſſeſſion of the jaghires and effects, and 
in the government of the family of Sufder Jung, which was then 
ſtated by her, and acknowledged by the ſaid Middleton and 
Warren Haſtings, to be dependant upon her the ſaid Begum; 
and the poſitive guarantee of the Britiſh nation was by the ſaid 
Reſident, under the authority of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, lo- 
7 lemnly pledged to her for her protection. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, ſome time in the hs x 5 
of May, June, or July, in the year one thouſand ſeven hun 
dred and eighty one, illegally and unwarrantably confer upon 


; himſelf complete and full military authority and command over 
all the troops of the Eaſt-India Company ſtationed beyond the 
provinces 
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. provinces of the faid Company, and particularly oyer the troops 
11 ſtationed in the dominions of the ſaid Vizier. 
M That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did about the ſame time, con- 
. trary to law, to his duty, and to the very nature of the powers 
veſted in him, confer upon himſelf a full and complete delega- 
tion of the whole power and authority of the Governor Gene- 
ral and Council of Fort William. 
That he theſaid Warren Haſtings, ſometime before, that isto ſay, 5 
in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty one, did recal 
the Reſident at the court of Oude, ſpecially nominated and ap- 
pointed thereto by the Court of Directors, without any fault 
being to be found, as he himſelf has ſince declared, with the con- 
; duct of the ſaid Reſident; and did arrogate to himſelf the nomi- 
= nation of the Reſident at the court of Oude as his particular 
. agent and repreſentative, and did inveſt Nathaniel Middleton : 
. . with the ſaid office, | | 
That the ſaid Nabob of Oude was in ſubſtance 105 effect, as 
: well as in general repute and eſtimation, dependant upon, and 5 
under the control of, the Governor General of Bengal,  _ 
That he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did in ſubſtance and effect : 
| inveſt the ſaid Middleton with great civil and military er | 
inthe dominions of the ſaid Nabob. : 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, by the above illegal ien 
of authority, by the i Improper nomination of the Reſident, by 
being in poſſeſſion of the real, though not of the oſtenſible, power . 
in the dominions of the ſaid Nabob Vizier, and by many other 
acts by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings himſelf, or by his autho- 
rity, approbation, and concurrence, done and committed, he the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings did render himſelf peculiarly — 
for the good government of the ſaid provinces. 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings was bound by the ties of jul. 
4 tice and good faith, and by the duties of his office, and the truſt 
: repoſed in him, ſtrictly to adhere to treaties entered into or gua- 
ranteed by the Eaſt-India Company or the Britiſh nation, and 
co attend to the happineſs and ſecurity of the properties, poſſeſ- 
1 ſions, liberties, and lives of thoſe who either were ſubject to, or 
= dependant upon, the Britiſh power in India. | 
E That he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, under colour and pretence 
0 | - v HEELS © XS 
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of the above-mentioned illegal delegation of aufhority, and, a8 
he pretended, in proſecution of certain objects mentioned by him 
in a minute dated the twenty-firſt of May, in the year one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and eighty one, did undertake a journey to 


the Upper Provinces, and having met the aforeſaid Nabob of 


Oude at a certain place called Chunar, did, in groſs violation of 


| his duty, of the faith of treaties, of the ſanction of the Com- 


pany's guarantee, and without any regard to juſtice or good faith, 


wickedly, corruptly, and maliciouſly enter into a certain treaty 


and agreement with the ſaid Nabob, ſince known by the appella- 


tion of the Treaty of Chunar ; whereby, among other things, 

| power was given to the ſaid Nabob to reſume ſuch jaghires as he 
ſhould find neceſſary, with a reſervation that the amount of ſuch 
as were guaranteed by the Company ſhould be paid through the 

| Reſident in money; and although, at the time of the ſaid tre- 


ty, no charge of any ſort was made, as alledged by the ſaid War- 


ren Haſtings, againſt the mother and grandmother of the ſaid 


| Nabob, and although nothing more is purported by the ſaid trea- 


ty than a ſimple permiſſion to the ſaid Nabob, and although no 
particular jaghires and eſtates are pointed out, and although the 
ſaid treaty purports to be at the deſire of the ſaid Nabob, and 
the execution or non- execution of the ſame to depend entirely i 
upon his diſcretion, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, having inveſt- 
ed his creature, Middleton, with almoſt an abſolute authority 
over the dominions of the ſaid Nabob, did compel the ſaid Na- 
bob to become the unnatural inſtrument of outrage and extortion : 
againſt his own parents, and after much reſiſtance upon the part of 


the Nabob, did force him to yield a nominal acquieſcence to the 


defires of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and to iſſue his own orders 


_ (which orders he did, at the very time of iſſuing the ſame, de- 


clare to be the effect of compulſion only) for the ſeizure and con- 
fiſcation of the eſtates and jaghire of his mother, grandmother, 

and many of the principal nobility of his country; which ſaid | 
extorted orders were cruelly and violently carried into effect by 
the approbation and with the concurrence of the ſaid Warren 


Haſtings, to the ſubverſion of property, the deſtruction of many 
ancient and honourable families, the confuſion and diſcontent 
of the whole country, to the diſgrace of the prince thus made 


the 
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che inſtrument of perfidy and outrage towards his parents, and to 
the unſpeakable diſhonour and diſgrace of the Britiſh name and 
character in the eyes of all Aſia; which lands, jaghires, and 
eſtates, when ſo taken, were firſt aſſigned to the ſaid Reſident, in 
part payment of the pretended debt to the Company, and finally 
mortgaged to ſhroffs, bankers or money dealers, for the uſe of the 
ſaid Company, and no ſteps of any kind were taken, either by 


the ſaid Warren Haſtings, or by his order and authority, to ſecure 
the ſaid amount of the ſaid jaghires to be paid to the ſaid ladies; 
and poſitive orders were given by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
that the ſaid Nabob ſhould not be permitted to reſtore the ſaid 
eſtates to his ſaid parents, who thereby were reduced to great diffi- 


culty, diſtreſs, and want. 
By all and every one of which acts and proceedings, ha the id 


Warren Haſtings was, and is, guilty of a baſe and flagitious vio- 
lation of the ſolemn guarantee of the Britiſh nation, and alſo 
guilty of a breach of the treaty of Chunar, and by the means by 
which he effected the above crimes is farther guilty of fraud, vio- 


lence, extortion, and injuſtice towards the Nabob of Oude and 


his ſaid parents, and! iS l guilty of * crimes and miſde- 


meanors. : | 
That not only PR landed eſtates or jaghires, but the property, - 


money, jewels, and other effects of the ſaid parents of the Nabob 


of Oude, were f TROY guaranteed to them by the treaties afore- : 


That the ſaid Wares Haſtings, without even the form of 3: 


treaty, and in farther direct violation of the above ſolemn en- 


gagements, during his reſidence at Chunar aforeſaid, did, under 


colour and pretence of the aforeſaid illegal powers and authori- 


ties delegated to him, and under certain other falſe, frivolous, 
wicked, and malicious pretences, communicate through Sir Eli- 


2 Jah Impey, Knight, Chief Juſtice of the Supreme Court of Judi- 2 
cature at Fort William in Bengal, firſt his pleaſure and then his 
= orders to the Reſident Middleton, that the ſaid treaſures, fo- 
= lemnly guaranteed to the ſaid Begums, ſhould be confiſcated, and 
that the ſame ſhould be applied to the liquidation of the Nabob's 
pretended debt to the . India ne 
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Which faid pleaſure and order of the ſaid Warren Haſtings 


was forced upon the ſaid Nabob, and his conſent to the ſaid un- 
juſt and unjuſtifiable acts was-wrung from him with an almoſt un- 


conquerable reluctance. 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, i in proſecution of the ſaid un- 


- juſt, violent, and oppreſſive orders, did ſpecially prohibit the ſaid, 
Middleton from allowing any negociation or forbearance, and' 


expreſsly ordered him to proſecute both ſervices (that is, the ſei⸗ 


zure of the jaghires as aforeſaid, and the confiſcation of the trea- 
ſures of the ſaid ladies) until they, the ſaid ladies, were reduced: 
to the entire mercy of the ſaid Nabob, their jaghires in the 
quiet poſſeſſion of his Aumils, and their wealth in quiet poſſeſſion 
. of thoſe who ſhould ſcreen it from private embezzlement; and: 


by theſe and other orders given to the ſaid Middleton, did ſtimu- 


| f late and encourage him, the ſaid Middleton, to every degree of 
ſeverity and outrage, and theatened him with the effects of dread- 

| ful reſpoſibility if he did not obey him, the ſaid Warren Haſtings; 
and in order to enable him the better to carry the ſame violent 
and unjuſt meaſures into execution, did order a large force to be 


marched into the territories of the faid Vizier, without any re- 


on from him the ſaid Nabob, and contrary to his Selen 5 
and avowed deſire and inclination.. 
In conſequence of which pleafure and orders of him, tlie ſaid 

Warren Haſtings, and by means of the authorities and powers by 

him given, the ſaid Middleton did, in conformity to the ſame, 
proceed to the city of Fyzabad with a party of Britiſh and other. 
troops, at which city the ſaid mother and grandmother of the 


faid Nabob did reſide; and after ſpending two days in negoci- 


ation (which ſmall delay was afterward charged as a crime by the 
| ſaid Warren Haſtings upon the ſaid. Middleton) did. firſt ſtorm the 
town, and then the Caſtle where the ſaid Ladies reſided, and did 
_ violently, wickedly, and cruelly extort from the ſaid Begums and 
: their principal ſervants a diſcovery of their treaſſ ures and effects, hy 
throwing the ſaid principal ſervants into priſon, loading them with. 


fetters, and by various other ſeverities and cruelties practiſed to- 


wards them; which ſaid treaſures and effects were firſt ſecured by 
the ſaid Middleton, or by his authority, and afterwards applied 
to the uſe of the Eaſt · India Company. 5 


That 


(99 
That the ſuid Reſident, Middleton, or his Affiſtant Reſident, 
Johnſon, in farther proſecution of the orders of the faid Warren 


the unjuſt, oppreſſive, and rapa_ 
arren Haſtings, did compel the 


Haſtings, and in order to ſati8f; 
cious demands of him the ſaid 


principal minifters of the faid Begums to enter into certain Tecu- 


rities for divers large ſums of money, and extort the payment of 
the ſame by means horrid and cruel, by throwing the unfort unate 


miniſters aforeſaid into priſon, loading them with iro ns, depriving 
them of food, and by means of various other indignities and ſe- 


verities: and the ſaid payment was finally made by the ſale, or 


pretended ale, of the effects, clothes, and wearing apparel of the 


ſaid ladies; which ſaid ſeizure of the treaſures of the ſaid Begums, 


the impriſonment of their miniſters, and ſubſequent ſale of their 
effects, were conducted with circumſtances of aggravated atro- 


city, highly diſgraceful to the Britiſh name and character, by be- 


ing the means of reducing the mother and grandmother of the 
then reigning prince of Oude to the utmoſt diſtreſs, under the 


pretended authority of the ſaid prince, and by being the means of 


reducing the women and children of the late Nabob Suja ul Dowla, 
| dependant upon the ſaid Begumsby want of the mere neceſſaries 
pl life, to break through all the principles of local decorum which 
cConſtitute the character of the female ſex in that part of the 
; world, and after fruitleſs ſupplications and {hrieks of famine, to 
endeavour to break the incloſure of the palace, and force their 
way to the market place, in order to beg for bread, and finally 


to ſubmit to the extremity of diſgrace and degradation, by expo- 
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ſing themſelves to public view, with the ſtarving children of their 


late ſovereign, the brothers and ſiſters of the reigning prince; in 


Z which attempt they were attacked by the ſepoys, armed with 
: bludgeons, and driven back by blows into the palace: For all 
which circumſtances of cruelty and barbarity the ſaid Warren 
1 ß Haſtings i is in a peculiar manner reſponſible, many, if not moſt 
of the ſame being the neceſſary and inevitable conſequences of 5 


the illegal powers aſſumed by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and tlie 
atrocious and unjuſt orders given by him, and many of the ſaid 


ſeverities and cruelties being made known to the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings by the Reſident or others; and he, the ſaid Warren 


Haſtings, Arcen informed of the ſame, did take no ſieps for 
DD 2 — the 
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the redreſs of the ſaid cruelties, but, on hs contrary, did declare 
the ſame to be juſtly merited, and did ſtimulate and encourage 


his agents and others to continue and enforce the ſame. 


By all and every one of which actings, doings, and proceed- 


ings, by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, or by his authority, coun- 


ſel, connivance, or criminal neglect, done, perpetrated, and com- 


ey he the ſaid Warren Haſtings was, and is, guilty of 58 


crimes and miſdemeanors: 

Which ſaid crimes and miflemzanors are > not only greatly ag- 
gravated and increaſed by the outrage and violence offered to the 
perſons and properties of the ſaid ladies, the cruelties practiſed to- 


wards their miniſters, and the miſery, degradation, and want to 
which they themſelves and their dependants were reduced; but 


are alſo farther aggravated by the inſtruments employed by the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings in the perpetration thereof, the one be- 


ing a ſon, who was compelled to become. the inſtrument of 

extortion and violence againſt his own parents, and the other 
being his Majeſty's Chief Juſtice in India, a perfon by his ſitua- 
tion peculiarly unfit fo become the doo! of ſuch atrocious pro- 


ceedings. 
And the ſaid crimes are farther aggravated and increaſed by the 


falſe, frivolous, wicked, and malicious pretences, which he the 


ſaid Warren Haſtings has endeavoured to ſet up in juſtification 
of the above diſgraceful and atrocious acts, and which he has at- 
tempted to impoſe upon his maſters, the Directors of the Eaſt- 


India Company, and the Britiſh nation, and by the malicious and 
unfounded accuſations which he has ſince brought againſt the 
ſaid Begums, and which he has endeavoured to ſupport by 
means highly diſgraceful to Britiſh government, and by a ſcanda- 


lous proſtitution of the lacred character of Britiſh juſtice in 
India. 1 


And the ſaid Warren Haſtings has farther aggravated wa faid | 


offences, by audaciouſly ſtifling an inquiry into the crimes 
charged by him the ſaid Warren Haines upon the ſaid princeſles ; 2 


which inquiry he was bound to make, becauſe the Court of Di- 
rectors did declare themſelves diſſatisfied with the ſcandalous evi- 


_ fence tranſmitted by him in his juſtification of the wicked acts 
_ aforeſaid, and did in effect and ſubſtance direct hun to make a ful- 


ler 
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ler inquiry, and to procure, if he could procure, evidence fitter 
for his juſtification, and to give the oppreſſed women of rank 
aforeſaid the means of objeCting to the ſaid evidence, and of pro- 
ducing evidence on their part; and the ſaid inquiry, in conſide- 
ration of the true intent and meaning of the letter from the 
Court of Directors, was propoſed by his colleague, Mr. Stables, 


tuouſly endeavour to paſs an act of indemnity for his own crimes, 


the Directors, his lawful maſters. 


3 ; And all the above acts and deeds are e ill more highly aggra- 


= vated by the groſs and ayowed corruption in which they origi- 
executed the ſaid treaty at Chunar, withdrew the guarantee, and 


planned the ſeizure of the treaſures as aforeſaid, having accepted 
and taken to his own uſe a preſent or bribe of one hundred thou- 


and 1 7 8 8 8 


and reſiſted by the ſaid Warren Haſtin gs, who did thereby preſump- 


did wantonly inſult the ſufferings of the allies of the Company, 
and ſhew an indecent contempt of the authority and opinions of 


nated: the ſaid Warren Haſtings, at or about the time when he 


ſand pounds from the ſaid Nabob of Oude, contrary to his duty, = 
the orders of his maſters, and the poſitive directions of the law, 8 
to the great diſcredit, * and diſhonoug of the Britiſh name 5 
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ARTICLE THIRD. 


Thar certain treaties of amity and friendſhip were entered 
into between Sujah ul Dowla, Vizier of the empire, and Achmet 
Khan, a chief of the nation of Aﬀghans, or Pattans, a prince of 
a a noble and ancient family, whoſe anceſtors fill a reſpected ſtation 
in the annals of Hindoſtan, and who from an early period have 
been the friends and allies of the Britiſh power in India. 
That during the life of the ſaid Achmet Khan, the ſaid Sujah 
ul Dowla did unjuſtly withhold and. retain poſſeſſion of certain 
territories which did of right belong to the ſaid Achmet Khan, 
and both he, and his ſon and ſucceſſor Aſoph ul Dowla, did, un- 
der pretext of friendſhip, protection, and guardianſhip of Muzuf- 
fer Jung, ſon and ſucceſſor to the ſaid Achmet Khan, make new 
and repeated invaſions of the rights and poſſeſſions of the ſaid 
Muzuffer Jung, during his minority; and did fraudulently ob- 
| tain ſrom him the ſaid Muzuffer Jung, an inftrument, or pre- 
| tended inftrument or treaty, derogatory to former treaties, and 
the rights of Muzuffer Jung, under colour of which, or under 
ſome other colour or pretence, the Nabob Aſoph ul Dowla afore- 
ſaid, Vizier of the empire, did place the territories of the ſaid 
 Muzuffer Jung under the authority of an officer, appointed by 
him the ſaid Nabob V izier, called a Sizwall, or Sequeſtrator, the 
ſevere exerciſe of whoſe undue authority in the collecting of atri- 
| bute, concerning the juſtice of which Warren Haſtings has ex- | 
preſſed doubts, but the amount of which has invariably continued 3 
a part of the funds aſſigned by the Vizier as a proviſion for te 
ſeveral public demands of the Eaſt-India Company on him the 
ſaid Vizier, was the cauſe of great ruin to the country, and of 
| many complaints from the ſaid Muzuffer Jung. - | 
That Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, being Governor General as 
_ aforeſaid, and the ſaid complaints being made to the Britiſh Go” 
vernment by the ſaid ane, he the faid Warren Haſtings 
« jd 


„„ 


did deem it incompatible with the dignity and honour of the 
« government over which he preſided, to appear to countenarce 
e the exerciſe of an authority altogether unſupported by equity 
« and juſtice, and much more ſo to ſhare in the odium of a ſe- 
« yere and oppreſſive exerciſe of fuch an authority;” and did, 
« from motives of common juſtice, and from a fenſe of the Nabob- 


4 


13 oy to withdraw the Sizwall, and to nominate one of the Com- 
> pany's civil ſervants to that truſt, with the ſame powers as for- 


of the Britiſh Rofideat at the Court of Oude: 


| aforeſaid, 


bim. the ſaid Muzuffer Jung was completely taken under the 
© Eaſt India Company's protection: which Company, and their 
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© ſervants and repreſentatives, and particularly the ſaid Warren 
1 Laue, their Governor General, became reſponſible for the good 
I government of the territories of that prince, whom they had thus 


put in a ſtate of pupillage, and were bound to protect him, not 


alſo from the effects of his own weaknefs on the one hand, and 
the knavery and corruption of his ſervants on the other. 
That he the ſaid Warren Haſtings falſely pretending, that if 


ings durſt not then propoſe bis relief: 

And that the authority of Mr. Shao - was more ſabver 8 of 
the authority of the ſaid Muzuffer Jung than that of the Vizier's 
om and the exerciſe. of it more oppreſſive. | 


And 


« Muzuffer Jung's weakneſs and incapacity, and of the knavery 
& and corruption of his ſervants,” on or about the twenty-ſecon@_ 
day of May, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty, 
= propoſeto his Council, in order to relieve the ſaid Muzuffer Jung 
” from the indignity and hardſhips under which he laboured, en- 


merly exerciſed by the ſaid native officer, ſubject to the authority 
_ Which propoſition was carried into effect upon the reaſons, 
> and for the purpoſes mentioned and declared by the ſaid Warren 
| | Haſtings, | in a minute dated the ſaid twenty-ſecond day of May, 
in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and. eighty ; and in 


conſequence thereof M r. George Shee was e to the office 5 


That by the aforeſaid acts done by the 4 Warren Hakisg 


and by various powers and authorities given or authorized by 


only from the oppreſſions of the officers of the ſaid Vizier, but 


Muzuffer Jung muſt endure oppreſſion, he the laid Warren Haſt- 
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And alſo falſely pretending, that the Nabob Muzuffer Jung 
was equally anxious with the Vizier for the recal of the ſaid 
Shee : 

And farther falſely pretending, that it was the deſire of him 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, that a proper guardian ſhould be ſe- 
lected for him the ſaid Muzuffer Jung, from among the ancient 
dependants of his family, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, upon 
theſe and other pretences, equally falſe, and not poſſeſſing any 
legal authority to enter into, or to conclude any treaty whatſo- 


ever, and having, at or about the ſame time, received from the 1 
ſaid Nahob of Oude a preſent or bribe of ten lacks of rupees, did, 

at à certain place called Chunar, enter into a certain treaty of © 
agreement, dated the nineteenth day of September, in the year 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty one, with Aſoph ul 1 
Dowla aforeſaid, Nabob of Oude; by which treaty he did ex- Pp 
preſſly ſtipulate, © that no Britiſh Reſident ſhould be appointed 
c at Farruckabad, and the preſent one recalled 7 by which treaty 8 
he did abandon that country, the protection of which he had but 
a ſhort time before undertaken from motives of common juſtice, 
and did deliver over the helpleſs Prince thereof to the rapacity 
of the Vizier and his ſervants, the exerciſe of whoſe authority 
over the ſaid Muzuffer Jung he the ſaid Warren . has 1 


declared to be founded neither in equity nor juſtice. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, neither at the time of - 
making the ſaid treaty, nor has he ſince, ever atteinpted to bring A | 
the ſaid Shee to any trial for the pretended oppreſſion of which 1 . 

he thus accuſed him; ; on the contrary, he, very ſoon after I 
recal, did confer upon him a Jarge penſion, and did ſhortly after 
confer upon him a high judicial office, for which he was pecu- 1 


liarly unfit, if he had ever been guilty of any ſuch crime. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did neither then, nor has he 
| ſince, ever given the leaſt reaſon, to believe, that any of the pre- 'F 
tences upon which he grounded the ſaid treaty had any foundi- 1 F 
tion whatever in truth; on the contrary, there is every reaſon | 
to conclude, that they were totally falſe, and that the bribe # 


_ aforeſaid was the real, and the ſaid pretended reaſons 7 the 


Sfiradible, grounds tor the ſaid treaty, 
Tha 


. 
That the ſaid Vizier underſtanding the ſaid treaty (as it was 


oF really meant) to give him an uncontrolled authority over Far- 


9 ruckabad, and that, by the ſame, he was left to ſettle his mat- 
ters as he could with the ſaid Muzuffer Jung; he the ſaid Vizier 


1 did ſhortly after appoint a certain perſon, named Allmaſs Ali 
1 Cawn, to be Sizwall at Farruckabad, which appointment the 
XX faid Warren Haſtings did very ſoon after compel him to recal, 
and by that compulſion did violate the very treaty of Chunar, 
| which he had but a few weeks before entered into with the 
= ſaid Vizier. 

1 That the ſaid Warren Haſtings dad, Hisely about the ſame 
$ 2 time, that is to ſay, on or about ſome day in the month of No- 
1 vember, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty one, 
1 recommend one Subghut Ulla, a ſervant of the ſaid Muzufter | 
jung, to have the chief management of his affairs: TS 
1 Which ſaid recommendation was in direct contradiction to 
the reaſon given by the ſaid Warren Haſtings for the appoint- 
mant of Mr. Shee aforeſaid, he having then declared the knavery 
1 and corruption of the ſervants of the ſaid Muzuffer Jung to be 
x ſuch, that it was neceſſary, he ſhould be taken out of their 
bands. 

That the Caid Warren Haſtings did, at or about the time of the 
0 ſaid recommendation, make himſelf reſponſible to the Vizier for 


= | : 


3 5 the payment of the tribute payable to the ſaid Vizier by the ſaid 


2977 | 
= Muzuffer Jung ; which tribute was not paid, either by the ſaid 
E ee Ulla © or the ſaid Warren e and by” the non- 


1 That the aid Warten Haſlings, lodging that the ſaid Subghut 
Vila had reported that the interference. to which his maſter owed _ 
his then protection was purchaſed by him from the Engliſh gen- 
: 7 tlemen, meaning thereby the Governor General and Council, or 

2 Chief Juſtice, or ſome of them, or ſome other Engliſh perſons a 


„ 1 * authority, or poſſeſſion of influence in the government, did, 
= of his own authority, in the month of April, in the year one 
; thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty two, order the ſaid Subghut 
4 g Ulla to be diſmiſſed from the ſervice of the ſaid Muzuffer Jung, 


= contrary to the earneſt wiſhes and deſires of the ſaid Prince; and 


E PN th: 


6-34 ] | 
}- the ſaid Warren Haſtings, having ordered ſuch diſiniſſion, did 
take no care whatever to place the affairs of the ſaid Muzuffer 
Jung in the hands of any proper perſon, but did again expoſe 
the unfortunate Prince aforeſaid to the ruinous effects of his own 
weakneſs, and the knavery and corruption of his ſervants, from 


E - the effects of which weakneſs, knavery and corruption, it was 

7 the duty of the ſaid Warren Haſtings to 18 the 5 whoſe 

4 protection he had undertaken, 

ö That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did farther, forte time in the 

N month of Avgult, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
N : eighty two, under pretence of the ſaid report propagated by one 7 


of the ſervants of the ſaid Muzuffer Jung, communicate his re- 
ſolution. of withdrawing the Britiſh protection from the ſaid Þ 


; "Es Muzuffer Jung to the Nabob Vizier, and did direct that effec- 7 
ö tual aſſiſtance ſhould be given to the Vizier, for the recovery of . 
N his claims upon Farruckabad, concerning the juſtice of which 4 

claims the faid Warren Haſtings has himſelf expreſſed doubts ; i . 
and the ſaid Vizier accordingly did re-appoint a native ſizwall, a : 
| ſubject or ſervant of him the taid Vizier, who was eſtabliſhed | in 8 
| his authority, and maintained in the ſame by means of a Britiſh : 
military force, commanded by Britiſh Officers, and under the 
| direction of the Britiſh Reſident ; which ſaid acts, done upon P 
| the pretence aforeſaid, were in manifeſt contradi&tion to every = 
'8 principle of juſtice and equity towards the ſaid Muzuffer Jung. 
| That the ſaid native ſizwall did aggravate and renew the ſeve- E I 
rities exerciſed by the former native ſiz wall againſt the ſaid 1 


Muzuffer Jung, to the utter extinction of his rights, and the 4 0 
depriving him of the means of ſubſiſtence, which ſaid ſeverities 1 
and cruelties were made known to the laid Warren Haſtings ſo L 1 

early as the month of October, in the ye ear one thouſand ſeven A 

hundred and eighty. two; and complaints concerning the ſame 9 

were repeated frequently, and particularly in the month of Fe- 

bruary, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty three, with 
aſſurances, that if relief were delayed, the exiflence of the ſaid 

Muzufter Jung and his family became doubtful and difficult : yet 

nevertheleſs the faid Warren Haſtings did, in direct breach of 
his duty, delay to bring the ſaid complaints before his Council, 

from the month of October, in the year one thouſand feyen hun- 
© das 


— 
. —— —— ——— 


E 


= thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty three, and did during the 
whole time aforeſaid leave the ſaid Muzuffer Jung under the 
& ſevere exerciſe of an authority, which in truth, and according 


to his own declaration, was unſupported by equity and juſtice, 


and which authority it was incompatible with the honour and 
| dignity of a Britiſh government to appear even to countenance, 


b commands of the ſaid Warren Haſtings and his colleagues. 

6 That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in the month of October, 
I 7 in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty three, make 
4 a propoſal to his Council for the appointing a Britiſh Reſident 
at Farruckabad, pretending he did the ſame from a ſenſe of ſub- 


= national credit, which national credit, however, he had put Tc 


tional faith, pledged to the Vi izier by the treaty of Chunar, 
That in conſequence of fuch propoſal, Mr, Willes was ap— 
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: 7 however he was much impeded by the neglect and by the orders 


1 ; of the faid W. arren Haſtings ; by which treaty aforeſaid, entered - 
3 into at Chunar, the implied conſent given by the ſame to the 
1 | appointment of a native fizwall, and ſubſequent breach of faith 


to the Vizier by ordering his recal; the delivery over of Muzuf- 


1 the rapacity of the Vizier's ſervants; re- appoint ent of a Br Itifh 


, 
b 
p 


* all the other acts and deeds before mentioned, done and omit— 


: ted to be done by him the ſaid Warren Haltings, he has been 
= Y cvitcy of great neglect of duty, uſurpation of authority, com- 
E: © plicated breach of treaty, and duplicity, towards both the ſaid _ 


| Vizier and the ſaid Muzuffer Jung, to the great ditgrace of the 


E 2 ; 1 


dred and eighty two, till the month of October, in the year one 


but which authority was ſolely eſtabliſhed and maintained by 
the means of a Britiſh military force, ſubject to the orders and 


*X miſſion to the implied orders of the Court of Directors, but 
== really from a conviction long ſince entertained by him of the 
= neceflity of ſuch an appointment for the preſervation of our 
out of his own power to preſerve, without 1 Drearh of the na- 


einten to the office of Reſident at the city of Farruckabad, and 
did proceed to the ſaid city in execution of his duty, in which. 


1 fer Jung to the corruption of his ſervants; re-delivery of him to 


1 Reſident, in direct contradiQion to the ſaid Chun: ar treaty 3 . and 


; . — name, and the diſeredit of the Britiſh Torernment: in 


— 


= — 


Bo! 


neither deliver Muzuffer Jung from oppreſſion, without a breach 


— 


1 
ö 

} 

1 
J 
q 


—_ 


of faith to the Nabob Vizier, nor ſuffer him to remain under 
the ſaid oppreſſion, without violating all faith and Juſtice with 
regard to him. 

And by all and every one of the aforeſaid acts, done, perpe- 
trated, and committed by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, he was, 
and is, guilty of high crimes and miſdemeanors, 


. 
3 
f Y : : 
' 
N * 


— 


—— 
8 


— — mem - _ 
— — OS 9 — > hn Ht 
— — bs. — 


— — — — 2 — 


ARTICLE = 


1 


ARTICLE FOURTH, 


Tran it was the duty of Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, 
while Governor General of Bengal, ſtrictly to attend to the ex- 
penditure of public money ; and more particularly, in a time of 
war and public diſtreſs, to be careful that thoſe revenues upon 
which the welfare and ſafety of the empire did neceſſarily de- 
pend, ſhould not be diminiſhed or ruined by diſſipation and pro- 
digality, and ſhould not be diverted from the public ſervice, and 
ſquandred for the purpoſe of increaſing his own perſonal influ- 
ence, and providing for his dependants. 
That it was the duty of Warren Haſtings, R in every 
inſtance in his power, to pay due obedience to the orders of the 
f Court of Directors, his lawful ſuperiors. 
That it was a fundamental regulation of the Eaſt- India 
Company, that all contracts ſhould be put up to public auction, 
and diſpoſed of to the beſt bidder.— And it was, by the thirty- 
ſixth paragraph of the inſtructions given by the Court of Di- 
rectors of the Eaſt-India Company, to the Governor General and 
Council, dated ſome day in March, in the year one thouſand 
> ſeven hundred and ſeventy four, ſpecially directed, That all 
contracts, with the conditions, ſhould be publicly advertiſed, 
and ſealed propoſals delivered in for the ſame; and that every 
propoſal ſhould be opened in Council, and the preference given 
to the loweſt, provided ſufficient ſecurity ſhould be offered for 
the performance of the ſame; and that all ſuch propoſals, with 


all proceedings thereupon, ſhould be entered in a book, and be 
regularly tranſmitted to the Court of Directors. | 
Thahͤ it was the expreſs order of the Court of Directors of the 
Eaſt-India Company, that their ſervants in Bengal ſhould ad- 
vertiſe for, and ſhould receive every year, ſuch propoſals as 
might be offered for ſupplying the troops with proviſions, and 
for furniſhing draft and carriage bullocks to be employed with 
the armyi and that they ſhould in all caſes accept the propoſals 
Which 
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1 
which might appear moſt reaſonable in point of charge; and that 
they ſnould take care, that in all their advertiſements a ſufficient 
time ſhould be allowed, before the expiration of the contract 


which might then ſubſiſt, or the time which they might limit 


for receiving propoſals, for ſuch perſons who might become can- 


diqdates for the contractorſhip to prepare their 1 bor ſuch 


contract. 


That divers other orders and commands, to the ſame purpoſe 
and effect, have been iſſued by the ſaid Court of Directors, at 
different times, to their ſervants in India. | 
That the opium produced in Bengal and Bahar is a very con- 
ſiderable and lucrative article in the export trade of thoſe pro- 
vinces; and has of late years been under a monoply for the ad- 
vantage of the Eaſt-India Company, and has been provided by a 
contractor; previous to the making a contract with whom, and 
in the contract made, all the rules and regulations preſcribed by 
the Directors of the Eaſt-India e ought to have been 
| ſubſtantially obſerved and followed. 
That it was particularly Ars ted and at that the faid q 
opium, when ſo provided, ſhould be conſigned to the Board of 
Trade, who were directed to diſpoſe of the fame by public 
5 auction. 1 


That it was A the duty of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 


not only to be careful in the expenditure of the public money, 
in the making of contracts, and in providing for ſervices z ; but 
it was alſo his duty to be particularly careful not to laviſh the 
money of his emlpoyers in exceſſive ſalaries and emoluments to 
— favoured individuals, contrary not only to the general principles 
1 o his duty, but to the poſitive orders of his maſters. „„ 
That the Court of Directors did eſpecially order and direct 5 bp 
that the ſum of fix thouſand pounds per annum, or ſome other 
ſuch ſum, ſhould be paid to the Commander in Chief, in full for 
his ſervices, as Commander in Chief, in lieu of eee 
charges, and of all other emoluments whatſoever. 


That it was particularly the duty of the ſaid Warren Haſtings 


not to create, by his prodigality, that public diſtreſs, which he 


has ſince offered as the principal, if not the only excuſe. for ma- 


ny of his violent and oppreſſive acts; : and it was particularly his 
„„ f | duty 


E 
duty not to rob, by enormous and extravagant penſions to his 
friends and favourites, that prince, whoſe ſubſidy to the Com- 


pany was among its beſt reſources, but whoſe wants and neceſ- 
ſities had forced him to incur an enormous debt to the Company, 


= to the ruin of his country, and the ROY diſtreſs of the Eaſt- 


India Company. 


That the ſaid Warren Uaſtings, without regard t to his duty; 5 


or the truſt repoſed in him, the diſtreſs of the Company, or the 


orders of the Court of Directors, did, in purſuance of a ſyſtem 
of profuſion and prodigality, and with a view to enrich his fa- 


vourites and dependants, enter into many and various contracts, 
without the leaſt attention to the wholeſome orders above men- 


tioned; which ſaid improvident and corrupt contracts did great- 
ly tend to the impoveriſhment and ruin of the Eaſt- -India Com 
pany. — And he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did farther authorize 
and approve of many enormous ſalaries and extravagant allow- 
ances to his favourites, and did laviſh away much of the reſources _ 
of the Company, and of the Princes in all jance with them, 1 in 


the ſame And in particular, 4 


| Having granted a contract for the proviſion of opium to John 


Mackenzie for three years, without having advertiſed for the 
ſame, which ſaid tranſaction was condemned by the Court of 
Directors; ; and having, contrary to the orders above mentioned, 
taken away the ſale of opium from the Board of T rade at Cal- | 


cutta; he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in the year one thou- 


ſand ſeven hundred and eighty one, grant to Stephen Sullivan, 
Eſquire, ſon to Lawrence Sullivan (a perſon of great weight and 
influence with the Laſt- India Company, and then, on or about 
that time, Chairman of the Court of Directors of the ſaid Com- 


pany), a contract for the proviſion of opium for four years, 


without advertiſing for the propoſals, and even, as far as appears, 


without receiving any written propoſals from the ſaid Sullivan 
for the ſame — And in the ſaid contract did omit the clauſe in- 


ſerted in the preceding contract, providing that the ſame ſhould 
be liable to be determined by the orders of the Court of Direc- 


tors; and did farther take away ſundry reſtrictions uſually and 
providently impoſed upon the contractor in contracts of that 


nature; and, among other things, did aboliſh the office of in- 


 ſpector | 


„„ 


ſpector into the quality of the opium, an office inſtituted fot 


5 the ſole purpoſe of preventing fraud upon the part of the con- 
i tractor, and did not only grant the ſaid contract in a manner 
| 1 contrary to the orders of his maſters, but upon terms glaringly 
extravagant and wantonly profuſe, for the purpoſe of creating 
1 an inflant fortune to the ſaid Sullivan, at the expence of the 


Eaſt-India Company; the ſaid Sullivan poſſeſſing neither local 
knowledge nor {kill in the particular manufacture; which ſaid 
| Sullivan did never execute, or attempt to execute, the ſaid con- 1 
| tract, but did, on or before the execution of the articles between 
him and the Governor General and Council, transfer the ſame 
to John Benn, Eſquire, for the ſum of three hundred and fifty 
thouſand rupees, or ſome other large ſum; which ſaid Benn 
did, almoſt at the ſame time, transfer the ſame to another, for 
the forn of one hundred and forty-nine thouſand rupees, or four- 
teen thouſand nine hundred pounds per annum, or ſome other 
large ſum, to be paid to him during the duration of the ſame. 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in breach of his duty afore- 
ſaid, and upon pretence that there was little demand for the 
commodity which he had thus monopolized at an extravagant 
rate, and upon a pretence that no purchaſer had offered, and 
that there was little proſpect of any offering ; although the ſaid 5p 
Warren Haſtings did make no attempt to ſell the ſame; and al- 
though the Directors of the Eaſt- India Company had ſpecialy 
ordered the ſame to be conſigned to the Board of trade, and put 
up to public auction; and although, in point of fact, there 
were perſons in Calcutta who had authority to bid for the whole, 
or the greateſt part of the ſaid opium. Vet the ſaid Warren | 
: Haſtings, i in order to favo! ur certain individuals, did borrow mo- 
ney at a large intereſt, for the purpoſe of advancing the ſame | 
to the contractor aforeſaid, and did finally engage the Eaſt-India 
Þ Company | in a ſmuggling adventure, of a complicated and ex- 
penſive nature, to China, where the importation of opium is 
expreſsly forbidden, not only to the great riſk and hazard, but 
to the great actual loſs of the ſaid Eaſt-India Company, and to 3 
the great diſgrace of the Britiſh character in India. = 
| That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in farther proſecution of the . 
| Te ſyſtem of diſobedience to the orders of his ſuperiors, and of | 
prodigality 


L 4 ] 
7 4 prodigality and profuſion above mentioned, having, ſome time in 
the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy ſeven, accepted 
of propoſals for providing draft and carriage bullocks to the army 
for three years, without advertiſing for the ſame, did, while one half 
of the time limited for the duration of the ſaid contract was un- 
3 expired, and without any complaint upon the part of the con- 
tractor, and without any complaint upon the part of the army, 
WT that the ſaid contract was inadequate to the regular ſupply, firſt 
N approve of, and then carry in Council, a reſolution that a pro- 
4 poſal ſhould be made on the part of the Government to the then 
Contractors, for diſſolving the then exiſting contract, and en- 
tering into a new contract for five years, upon terms infinitely 
more advantageous to the contractor, and more injurious to the 
Eaſt-India Company, than the then ſubſiſting contract; and did 
dy the ſame agree for the keeping of a number of bullocks far 
1 exceeding the number which the Commander in Chief had ſome 
ttme before declared to be ſufficient for the whole army, and at 
5 a rate infinitely higher than that of the then exiſting contract; 
>, which ſaid unneceſſary increaſe, both in the number and rate, 
= did create a moſt wanton and enormous expence to the Eaſt-India | 
Company, of noleſs a ſum than nearfifty thouſand pounds per an- 
num, or ſome other large ſum, more than the then exiſting con- 
tract; which ſaid propoſal and reſolution was finally carried into ef- 
| feQt, and acontract for the ſame granted to Charles Crofts, the con- 
fidential friend of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, to the great loſs 
and damage of the Eaſt-India Company, and in every reſpect 
contrary to the expreſs orders and directions of the Court of 
Directors. 1 855 | : 
That the ſaid contract did contain a Ubule, by which it was 

agreed, that if at the end of four years the Eaſt-India Company, 
or their ſervants, ſhould not give notice to the contractor of 
their deſire to put an end to the ſaid contract, that then, and in 
that caſe, the ſame ſhould be continued for one additional „ 
beyond the term of five years. 

That the Directors of the Eaſt-India company aid condemn, 
in ſtrong and pointed terms, the above contract, and did direct 
= that, one year at leaſt before the expiration of the ſame, adver- 
tiſements ſhould be iſſued for propoſals for a new contract upon 


es „„ oy 
the loweſt terms; yet the ſaid Warren Haſtings did neglect at or 
before the expiration of four years, to give ſuch notice as afore- 


| ſaid ; by, means of which neglect the ſaid contract was extended 'S 
„ to ſix years by virtue of the clauſe aforeſaid, as by reference i 
= thereto will more fully appear; by which extenſion the Company 5 
ſl were not only, by the culpable neglect of the ſaid Warren Haſ- 

| tings, put under the neceſſity of continuing an extravagant and 

[| improvident contract for a longer time than they were bound'to 
a do, but a pretence was afforded to the ſaid Warren Haſtings to 
= purchaſe a relinquiſhment of the ſaid contract, upon terms near- 
| ly, if not equally, extravagant with the contract itſelf, to the 1 
1 great loſs and damage of the Eaſt-India Company. And the ſaid * 
. Warren Haſtings, after the extravagant purchaſe, did farther, 
. in direct contradiction to his duty, and to the orders of his 2 ; 
i © maſters, grant the proviſion of bullocks for the army to one Sir I F 
| Charles Blunt, by the mode of agency, a mode of conducting Wh 
bl the buſineſs condemned by the Court of Directors, as one in R 
[| „„ private influence is likely to prevail over public advantage, = 
|| | where every erroneous calculation turns to the loſs of the * 1 
1 os and where the expence is uncertain and indefinite, . 
I That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, by the ſaid acts done and 8 
Wo omitted, firſt wantonly waſte the treaſure of his employers, and 8 
| | | poſitively diſobey the orders of his maſters i in granting the ſaid | 
| contract; then culpably neglect his duty, by not giving notice 


to the contractor of the Company's intention of putting an end 
to his contract; next did prodigally and extravagantly purchaſe 
the relinquiſhment of the right thus gained to the contractor by | 
his own neglect ; and finally diſobey the repeated orders of his 
| maſters, by the mode in which he conducted the buſineſs after 
the contractor's right was thus bought. ; 
| That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, fome time in the year one 3 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy nine, in farther proſecution | 
of the ſaid corrupt and prodigal ſyſtem of government, and in , 
direct contradiction to his duty, and the orders of his ſuperiors, 
and with a view to increaſe his own influence, create an eſta- 
bliſhment for Sir Eyre Coote, then Commander in Chief, at aan 
expence of no leſs a ſum than one hundred eighty-four thouſand | 
one hundred and ſixty- two rupees per annum, or about eighteen 
thouſand 
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coaſt of Coromandel. 


EA, 


F, thouſand pounds ſterling, which ſaid eſtabliſhment was created 
in conſequence of a claim which the ſaid Sir Eyre Coote made to 
certain allowances granted by the ſaid Warren Haſtings to Giles 
Stibbert, provincial Commander in Chief, before the arrival of 
Sir Eyre Coote in India: which allowances, to the amount of 
about eight thouſand pounds per annum, the ſaid Sir Eyre Coote 


contended did devolve upon him; and although there was no pre- 


b tence to continue the ſame to the ſaid Stibbert, yet, neverthe- 
: A leſs, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did continue the ſaid allowances 
” © to the ſaid Stibbert, and did farther allow the above ſum of eigh- 
WW teen thouſand pounds per annum, or ſome other large ſum, to 
3 AH the ſaid Sir Eyre Coote, | in lieu of the ALLOWANCES thus demanded . 
by bim. 


That the faid Warren Haſtings did farther, in e of 


3 7 the ſaid ſyſtem of profuſion and prodigality, and alſo in direct 
violation of the treaty between the Eaſt-India Company and the 


© Nabob Vizier, ſome time in the year one thonſand ſeven hundred 


and ſeventy nine, order and direct, through the means of his 
1 Council, that the extravagant allowances aforeſaid ſhould be 
A added to the general debit of the Nabob Vizier's account by the | 
- : Reſident at Lucknow, and that the ſame ſhould continue ſo long 
2 2 | as the General ſhould remain beyond the river Carumn aſſa. 


That although the Court of DireQors, ſome time in the month 


4 | of October, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty, did point- 
4 Lay condemn the ſaid allowances, and order the ſame to be diſ- 


continued, yet the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in direct breach of his 
duty, of the treaty with the Vizier, and of the orders of his 


4 Iacter did, of his own private authority, continue to the 
id Sir Eyre Coote, certain large allowances, to the amount of 
fifteen thouſand five hundred and fifty- four rupees, or there- 
ee per month, or about twenty-one thouſand fix hundred 
and fifty-four pounds per annum; which allowances continued, 
a the ſole command and private authority of the ſaid Warren 
= Haſtings, to be paid by the Vizier for the uſe and behoof of the 
| faid Sir Eyre Coote, not only while he continued in the province 


of Oude, but even while he was with the Britiſh army upon the 
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Buy which acts, orders, allowances, and contracts, made. and 
| granted, and ordered and done by the faid Warren Haſtings, he 
[| the ſaid Warren Haſtings has been guilty of direct diſobedience 
i 8 of orders, of enormous profuſion, of prodigality and waſte of 
| the public treaſure, in a time of war and difficulty, in theſe few 
li inſtances alone, to the amount of five hundred thouſand pounds 
ſterling, or ſome other large ſum of money. And by all and 
every one of which acts and deeds, by him the ſaid Warren 
lf Naſtings done, perpetrated, and committed, he the ſaid Warren 
g | HFaſtings was, and is, guilty of high crimes and miſdemea- 
= nors. 

= That in further ſi of the ſame 8 and corrupt 
ſuyſtem of government, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, ſome time 
in or about the month of December, one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and eighty, nominate and appoint James-Peter Auriol, 

| Eſquire, to be agent for the purchaſe of ſupplies, for the relief 5 

of the Preſidency of Madras, at which fertlement thers wag 

then a great ſcarcity of proviſions, 5 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, then uniting in kw 6 own 1 per- Pp 

'a fon all the powers of government, did give to the ſaid Auriol 4 
M nà4commiſſion of fifteen pounds per cent. upon all purchaſes to be 
| made by him, andallexpenices of ſhipping and freightage, and | 


- v% 


on all other expences whatſoever incurred in-conſequence and by 
reaſon of the ſaid purchaſes, although the ſaid Auriol had re- K 
- quired only the uſual commiſſion for his trouble, and notwith- 
ſtanding the ſaid Warren Haſtings did know that the rate of WM 
five pounds per cent. only was the cuſtomary allowance made = 
5 to merchants when employed in tranſactions of the like nature. 1 
bat the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, at the ſame time, that is 1 
to ſay, in or about the month of December, one thouſand ſeven 9 
hundred and eighty, farther nominate and appoint the ſaid James- 
Peter Auriol tobe agent of ſupplies 1 to all the other Preſidencies, Y 
and to the iſland of St. Helena ; and did allow him the ſaid com- 
miſſion of fifteen pounds per cent, as aforeſaid, although the 3 
ſaid Auriol, in the propoſal by him delivered to the Board, did 1 
only make offers for the ſupply of the Preſidency of Madras, and 4 
notwithſtanding the ſaid Warren Haſtings did neither know, nor 9 | 
pretend to know, that wy extraordinary ſupplies were then 1 | 
1 | wanted | 
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wanted by the other Preſidencies, or by the iſland of St. Helena, 
or that a ſufficient complaint had been made by any of the Pre- 
5 | fidencies, or- iſland aforeſaid, of the mode by which, or the 
3 perſons by whom, they had been uſually ſupplied with * 
viſions. 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, at the time of ſuch appoints 
ment, did illegally and ſcandalouſly, and upon a principle at once : 
T ſubverſive of ſubordination and ceconomy, declare, that the 
* © aforeſaid poſt of agent was intended as a reward for his the ſaid 
Auriol's long and laborious ſervices, the ſaid Auriol being then, 
I . By having been Tor ſome the _— one of the. Secretaries 


1 "=, Auriol e to the de, had, by the . an derte 
Fe the Board, ſuffered a reduction in the regular _ annexed 
, {Wtoit. | 
Y That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, heing himſelf ſenſible of ts 
s very exorbitant gain which accrued to the ſaid Auriol from the 
rate of commiſſion originally allowed to him, did, on the twen- 
- © ty-fifth day of March, propoſe in Council a reduction thereof 
to five pounds per cent. on the freight, charges of ſhipping, 
e and all other charges, which ſum the ſaid Warren Haſtings did 
d 1 then repreſent to be the amount drawn by merchants; but the 
y = ald Warren Haſtings was therein guilty of criminal miſrepre- 
ſentation to his maſters, inaſmuch as it was not cuſtomary for 
* 1 merchants to draw any commiſſion for freight, charges, or ſhip 
f 8 ping, or any other charges, and no more than a commiſſion of 
le f five pounds per cent. on the purchaſes alone, on which the ſaid | 
Warren Haſtings did ſuffer the ſaid agent Auriol ſtill to draw 
is the original allowance of fifteen pounds per cent.; and the rice 
n and other proviſions ſupplied by the ſaid Auriol, having been 
found, in divers inſtances, of a bad and inſufficient quality, de- 
5, tent! in meaſure, and not correſponding with the muſters and 
n- invoices thereunto relating, and divers complaints thereof having 
FH been received by the ſaid Warren. Haſtings, he the ſaid Warren 
| AF Haſtings did not only continue the ſaid Auriol in the ſaid agency, 
3 but did diſcourage all juſt and neceſſary inquiry into the exe- 
1 cution of {o i important a ſeryice, and all com plaints of the non- 
W performance thereof. 
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. That in all the aforeſaid declarations, acts, and deeds, by him 


made and done, and committed, in violation of his duty, and in 
breach of the high truſt repoſed in him, the ſaid Warren was, 


and is, guilty of high crimes and miſdemeanors. 
That in farther proſecution of the ſame prodigal and corrupt 
fyſtem of government, the ſaid Governor General, Warren 


Haſtings, did, ſome time in or about the month of November, 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy ſix, propoſe in Council 


to create, and did induce the ſaid Council to concur in creating, 


aà new office or appointment, that is to ſay, the appointment of 
an agent for the ſupply of ſtores and proviſions for the garriſon 
of Fort William in Bengal, for which N no W 
neceſſity did then exiſt, 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in a brit of mit 
5 partiality to his own favourites, nominate and appoint to the 
faid agency John Belli, Eſquire, who at that time was, and did 
continue to be, the confidential and PONY Secretary of the 


faid Warren Haſtings. 


That, notwithſtanding the faid Wirren Haltiios: at the time 


of creating the ſaid office or agency, had conſented to take the 


opinion of reſpectable merchants in Calcutta, in order to aſcer- 
tain the rate of commiſſion proper to be allowed to the ſaid agent; 
and notwithſtanding that the opinion of the ſaid merchants was 
formally reported to the Board, wherein they the ſaid merchants 


did declare, that a commiſſion of twenty pounds per cent. per 


annum, to be allowed to the ſaid agent, upon all purchaſes by 
him to be made, would be a full and ſufficient compenſation for 
all the trouble and expences of the ſaid agent, in conſequenee of 
_ executing the ſaid office, yet the ſaid Warren Haſtings did pro- 
poſe in Council, and by his own caſting voice did grant, an al- 
Towance of commiſſion of thirty pounds per cent. per annum, 
upon all purchaſes to be made * him the {aid agent as  afore- 
_ faid, | 
That the foid Warren Haſtings did at the * time engage and 
make himſelf anſwerable to the Council, that in caſe the Court of 
Directors ſhould diſapprove of and diſallow the ſaid allowance or 
commiſſion of thirty pounds per cent. he would himſelf become 
| bound for the repayment of ſuch part thereof into the. Com- 


pany 8 


* 


£4 1 | 


9 | pany's treaſury, and for their uſe, as ſhould be ſo diſallowed or 
ordered to be repaid by the Court of Directors, thereby mani- 
feſting a degree of connection and concern in the intereſts of 
the ſaid Belli, of a moſt ſuſpicious appearance, and dangerous 
E example. But nevertheleſs the ſaid Warren Haſtings, when 
= thereunto required by the orders of the Company, did refuſe to 
A comply with and fulfil the ſaid engagement of repaying to the 
2 Company any part of the profits io FENG. to the faid nn 
= Belli as aforeſaid. _ 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings aid, Das. time on or about 
the month of Auguſt, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy 
nine, at a time when he knew the Government of which he 
I was the head was about to expire, convert the ſaid agency into 
A a contract, and upon the ſame advantageous terms, and at the 
2 ſame rates of allowance to the ſaid Belli, for the ſpace of five 
# years, thereby engaging the Company in the ſupport of an un- 
E neceſſary and expenſive eſtabliſhment, contrary to the orders of 
the Court of Directors, for the purpoſe of creating and ſecuring 

a fortune to one of his own dependants, in defiance of the law- 
ful authority of the Court of Directors, and in ſubverſion of 
= the juſt rights and powers of any Governor way might be ap- 
pointed to ſucceed him. | 

In all which declarations, engagements, acts, and proceed- 
ings, by him made, done, propoſed, and perpetrated, the ſaid 


Warren Haſtings was, and is, guilty of 2 crimes and miſ- 
3 demeanors. 
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four, engage in a war with the tribe or nation of the Rohillas. 
That Warren Haſtings, whilſt he was Preſident of the Preſiden- 


ul Dowla in the proſecution of the ſaid war, 


prince of a mild and pacific diſpoſition, and faithfully attached | 
to the ſaid United Company and the Engliſh nation, did, in the 3 
year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeyenty four, at the time b 
of the extirpation or expulſion of that tribe or ENG fave him- | 


a Engliſh nation, he did, ſoon after ſuch retreat, viz. in the | 
month of May, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
ſeventy four, make overtures of peace, by ſending a vakeel or 


the forces of the Company in Bengal, and, at the time of ſuch 


_ overture for peace as aforeſaid, commanding the troops of the | 
Company then ſerving againſt the ſaid Rohillas, | 


the faid Warren Haſtings, without any valid objeCtion being ſet E 


[ 48 ] 


Thar Suja ul Dowla, Nabob of Oude, and Vizies of the 
empire, did, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy 


cy of Fort William in Bengal, did engage the United Company ® 
of Merchants trading to the Eaſt-Indies, to aſſiſt the ſaid Suja 


That the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, a chief of the Rohillas, a 


ſelf by retreat. 
That, truſting to the good faith of the faid 8 and the 


ambaſſidor to Alexander Champioþ, Commander in Chief of 


That the ſaid Alexander Champion did, for divers weighty 1 | 
and ſufficient reaſons by him then ſet forth, warmly recom- 


mend to the Preſident and Council of the faid United Com- = 
pany, nominated and appointed for the government of the at- z 
fairs of the ſaid Company in Bengal, by and through the ſaid 17 
Warren Haſtings, whilſt he was Preſident as aforeſaid, to agree 4 | 
to ſuch overtures of peace as aforeſaid : That the terms of peace = 
fo offered by the ſaid Fyzoola Khan were wiſe and advantageous, 


as well to the ſaid Vizier as to the ſaid United Company: That 


up or r enforced by bins 4 in anſwer to the reaſons of ſound policy, 4 
moderation, 


( 49 ] 
W moderation, and juſtice, recommended by the ſaid Alexander 
Champion as aforeſaid, did, on or about the month of June, 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy four, inſtruct and deſite 


but to encourage him therein; whereby the ſaid Warren Haſ- 
tings did act in violation of the principles of Juſtice and found 
policy, and contrary to the duties of his ſtation. 

That, as well at the time Jaſt aforeſaid, as at the time herein 
next ſet forth, the government of the ſaid United Company in 


the Council-—That the Preſident had no authority to act ſingly, 


nor any right to ſend orders without the concurrence of the ſaid 
| Council or Select Committee. | 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, hid he was Preſident as 


TO © OH. © © 


e Committee aforeſaid, teſtify his ſatisfaction on the proſpect of 
dan accommodation, and his hope that the ſaid Vizier Suja ul 
DX 2X Dowla would accede to lenient terms reſpecting the ſaid Fyzoola 


| 111 8 | EY | . | 2 1 a "2 
ot Khan, and, together with the ſaid Committee, did communicate 


ch the ſame to the ſaid Alexander Champion. That, nevertheleſs, 


Z his ſaid public order or inſtruction, did, on or about the fix- 
y IE teenth day of Septemb? r, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſe- 
n- I venty four, by himſelf, without the participation of the mem- 


n- bers of the ſaid Select Committee or Council for conducting the 8 
f- government. of Bengal as aforefaid, direct the ſaid Alexander 
id Champion, and Suja ul Dowla, not to come to any terms of 


ee accommodation with the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, but to dictate the 
ce conditions of peace, and admit only of the acceptance of ſuch 

15 conditions without reſervation. By which laſt- mentioned con- 
duct, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did not only violate the duty of 


eounteracling the avowed object of the orders of the ſaid Select 
5 hb Committee, 


the ſaid Alexander Champion not to ſolicit the ſaid Suja ul | 
& Dowla to relinquiſh his conqueſt of the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, 


Bengal was carried on by a Preſident and Council: That for 
the better government thereof, a Select Committee was appoin- 
ted, conſiſting of the Preſident and certain other members of 


- aforeſaid, did, on divers days in the month of September, in 
the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy four, and on 
e divers other days and times, in conjunction with the Select 


x By the ſaid Warren Haſtings, not regarding, but groſsly violating 


his tation, by, as far as in him lay, illegally and clandeſtinely 
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he ſecurity of the jaghire lands, and apprehenſions that tlie 
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Committee, but by ſuch his faithleſs duplicity did riſque the put- 
ting an honourable period to the Rohilla war. ZE 
That, previous to the receipt of thefe ſecret orders of the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, by the ſaid Alexander Champion, a treaty of 3 
peace and friendſhip between the Vizier Suja ul Dowla, and I 
the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, was finally ſigned and ſealed on the 
ſeventh of October, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy f 
four, at a place called Llal Dang. That, in conſideration of 
concluding the ſaid treaty, the Nabob Fyzoola Khan agreed to 
pay, and did in fact pay, the ſum of fifteen lacks of rupees, or 
one hundred and fifty thouſand pounds ſterling, and upwards, 
or ſome other larg ge ſum of —— to the W Suja ul 
Dowla. Ds 

That by the ſaid treaty, "as Nabob Fyzoola Khan, in con- 
ſideration of the above-mentioned ſum of money ſo paid by him 
to the Vizier, was eſtabliſhed in the quiet poſſeſſion of the ter- 
ritories of Rumpore, Shawabad, and ſome other diſtricts of the 6 
country dependant thereon, in the nature of e or landed 2 


'T hat he did, on the 0 and year luft aforeſaid, 6s gn and ſeal ali 
: treaty of Llal Dang, meaning to engage, and he did thereby! 
engage the {aid United 8 to 8 the Lane... 
the ſaid Company to * is es of 7 
That the ſaid Fyzoola Khan did conceive doubts. 1 


| validity of the guarantee of his Jaghire would be diſputed ; an : 
in conſequence thereof, did, on divers days and times, in the ye N 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy ſeven, as well as 

divers days and times afterwards, through Nathaniel Middleto 
at that time reſident at the Court of Oude, by the appointment? E 
of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and by divers letters and otherwil, # 
entreat the ſaid Warren Haſtings to confirm the ſaid guara A 
of the United Company to him the ſaid Fyzoola Khan ſo gran $ 
ted as aforeſaid, but the ſaid Warren Haſtings, whilſt he wal 
Governor General as | aforeſaid, did not communicate to the Wo ; 
We 7 — | pre g 
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| preme Council of Bengal, but did, for many months, conceal 
and keep ſecret the ſolicitations of him the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, 


reſpecting the ſaid guarantee; and did not, as was his duty» 


lay the ſame before the ſaid Council until the ninth of March, 


one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy eight. That the ſaid 
Haſtings did then communicate to the ſaid Council a letter from 
the ſaid Middleton, notifying, that he the ſaid Middleton had 
appointed Daniel Octavus Barwell, Eſquire, to go to Rumpore, 


the capital and reſidence of the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, to inquire 
| into the truth of certain reports, circulated to the prejudice of 


the ſaid Fyzoola Khan reſpecting the ſaid treaty. That the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, whilſt he was Governor General, did 
propoſe, and the Council (the majority of which was compoſed 


of the ſaid Haſtings, and Richard Barwell, Eſquire, brother to 


Daniel Octavus Barwell aforeſaid) did approve of the appoint- 


= ment of the ſaid Daniel Octavus Barwell, made by the ſaid Mid- 


dleton ; and farther reſolved, & that the ſaid Reſident (Middle- 


c ton) be authoriſed to offer the Company's s guarantee for the 


17 © obſervance of the treaty ſubſiſting between the Vizier and 


« Fyzoola Khan, provided it meets with the Vizier' s concur- 


= © rence.” That the ſaid Daniel Oftavus Barwell did report 
from Rumpore, to the Council at Calcutta aforeſaid, the good 
faith of the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, and that he the ſaid Þ'yzoola 


Khan had preſerved inviolate every article of the treaty of Lal 


NR Dang aforeſaid ; and, in fact, the ſaid F yzoola Khan had pre- 
ſerved inviolate the treaty as aforeſaid, 


That the Vizier Aſoph ul Dowlah did conſent to the ſaid 


guarantee being renewed, on the condition that he ſhould receive 
the preſents uſually offered on ſuch occaſions. That the re- 
ZZ newed treaty and guarantee was preſented to the ſaid F yzoola _ 


Khan, by the ſaid Daniel Octavus Barwell, with great and un- 
uſual ſolemnity. That the ſaid Fyzoola Khan did deliver to the 
ſaid Daniel Octavus Barwell, the preſent for the Vizier as afore- 


2 ſaid, and accompany the ſaid preſent with a lack of rupees, equal 


in value to ten thouſand pounds ſterling, or ſome other large 
ſum of money, as a farther gift to the ſaid Vizier: That the 


$ ſaid Fyzoola Khan did offer a like ſum of one lack of rupees, 
equal in value to ten thouſand pounds ſterling, or ſome other 


EEE „„ 
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large ſum of money, to the ſaid Daniel Octavus Barwell, as a 
gift or preſent to the Company, on renewing the ſaid treaty and 


guarantee: That the ſaid Daniel Octavus Barwetl did not im- 


mediately accept the money, but took a bond for the fame, and 


communicated the offer to the Board at Calcutta: That the ſaid 


Warren Haſtings did propoſe, and the Board, conſtituted as laſt 


_ aforeſaid, notwithſtanding the objections thereto, inſiſted upon 


and ſet forth by Mr. Francis, at that time a member of the ſaid 
Board, did agree to accept the ſame, and it was in fact ac- 
cepted, 


That the Gd Warren Haſtings, firſt, | in admitting by his 


conduct as aforeſaid, that it was matter of doubt whether the 
guarantee of the ſaid United Company, pledged to the faid Fy- 
zoola Khan by the ſignature of Alexander Champion, as afore- 


ſaid, was binding on the ſaid United Company ſecondly, in 


conſenting to the receipt of certain preſents on behalf of the 
Visier, for the renewal of a treaty already binding and in force; 


and, laſtly, in agreeing to accept, and in fact accepting, on os 
part of the Company, a ſum of money for renewing the ſame, has 


violated the faith of the Company, and degraded the Englith in 
the eyes of India, by holding them forth as a nation which re- 


fuſes to acknowledge the undoubted rights of princes, or to 
maintain their own undoubted guarantees, without being moved 
| thereto by a valuable conſideration: that in ſo doing, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings has in fact broken the treaty which he profeſſes 
to have maintained, and has thereby 3 the duties of che 


truſt repoſed in him. 
That by the treaty of Lal Dang aforeſaid; the Nabob Fy- 


 zoola Khan did agree to retain in his ſervice five thouſand troops, 


and not a ſingle man more; farther than with whomſoever the 


Visier ſhould make war, F yzoola Khan did agree to ſend two 


or three thouſand men, according to his ability, to join the 
forces of the Vizier; and that if the Vizier ſhould march in 
perſon, F'yzoola Khan ſhould ne accompany him with his 
r 

That it was not Bipulsted 5 the aid treaty what, and 
whether any, proportion of the fad troops ſhould conſiſt of 


| cavalry, A 
That 


L355] 


That the Reſident Middleton was empowered to guarantee, 
and did in fact guarantee, the treaty of Llal Dang aforeſaid ; but 
certain doubts having occurred to Fyzoola Khan, reſpecting the 
guarantee of Middleton, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in order to 
ſatisfy thoſe doubts, did, in or about the month of May, in the 
year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy eight, propoſe to 
confirm, and did in fact confirm the ſaid treaty and ans, 
as ſuch Governor General as aforeſaid. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, diſregarding the pledge of 
his own private honour, thus ſuperadded to the public guarantee, 


and in direct oppoſit ion as well to the obvious meaning and intent 
of the ſaid treaty, as to his the ſaid Warren Haſtings's opinion 
thereof, he the ſaid Warfen Haſtings did, on or about the month 
of November, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 


eighty, without any reaſonable cauſe given for the fame, the ſaid 


Vizier not being then at war, and a body of the cavalry of Fy- 


zöoola Khan having been voluntarily granted, and being then 
actually ſerving under a Britiſh officer, recommended to the 


Vizier to require from Fyzoola Khan the quota of troops ſti- 


pulated by treaty to be furniſhed by the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, for 


his (the Vizier's) ſervice, and did falſely ſet forth the ſame, 
contrary to the letter and ſpirit of the ſaid . to amount to 5 


five tliouſand horſe. 1 
That the faid Warren Haſtings aid e viz. on or 
1 han the month of F ebruary, in the year one thouſand ſeven 


1 | hundred and eighty one, deſire the ſaid Vizier to demand three 
7]  thoufand horſe from the ſaid Ty zoola Khan; and the Vizier did, 
in obedience to the deſire of the aid Warren Haſtings, demand : 


the ſame. . | 
That the aid Warren Haſtings well knew at the time, as 
well of directing the firſt as of enforcing the laſt mentioned de- 


mand, that he the ſaid Fyzoola Khan was not bound, by treaty 
or otherwiſe, to furniſh the ſame, and that in fact the ſaid F Y 5 
zoola Khan had not more than two thouſand horſe in his ſervice; 


by which ſaid acts herein laſt ſet forth, the ſaid Warren Haſtings 


did again break the guarantee of the Com pany to the ſaid F'yzoola 


Khan given as aforeſaid, and did excite the ſaid Vizier to acts 


cf. 


{ 
| 
5 


1K J 


of violence, and breach of treaty againſt the ſaid F FROG 


Khan. 
T hat the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on or about the month of 


June, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty one, 
obtain for himſelf, from the Council at Calcutta, by his own 


caſting voice, certain illegal powers, by which he the faid War- 


ren Haſtings was, contrary to law, veſted with the whole and 


entire authorityof the Supreme Council, and authorized to pro- 


ceed to the country of Oude, under pretence of meeting the 
8 Vizier, in order to * the Government of Oude, 1 5 the 
dependencies thereof. 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on the nineteenth of Sep- 
tember, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty one, at the fort 
of Chunar, in the ſaid province of Oude, make and execute a 
certain treat y, ſince known by the appellation of the treaty of 
Chunar, whereby, among other things, it was by the third ar- 
ticle of the ſaid treaty agreed between the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
and the ſaid Vizier, that, as the ſaid Fyzoola Khan had, by his 
breach of treaty, forfeited the protection of the Engliſh Govern- 
ment, and cauſed, by his continuance in his preſent indepen- 
dant ſtate, great alarm and detriment to the ſaid Vizier, he, the 
| faid Vizier, be permitted, when time {hall ſuit, to reſume the | 
lands of him, the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, meaning the territories of 
| Rampore, and Schanbud, and the diſtricts and country depend- |? 
ing thereon, and ſecured to the ſaid F yzoola Khan by the treaty = 
of Llal Dang, as aforeſaid. 
That, at or about the time of executing the ſaid 8 
ed treaty the ſaid Vizier did give, and the ſaid Warren Haſtings 


did receive, a large ſum of money, amounting to one hundred 
thouſand pounds ſterling, or ſome other large ſum of money, as 


a conſideration to him the ſaid Warren Haſtings for executing 
the treaty of Chunar aforeſaid, 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, by making and W the 
article aforeſaid, of the treaty laſt aforeſaid, did corruptly and 
treacheroully break the faith of the Company, by ſurrendering 


their guarantee, ſolemnly pledged to the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, 
for the preſervation and ſecurity of the treaty of Llal Dang, as 
hereinbefore ſet forth to have been entered into. 


That 
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That at or about the time of executing the aid treaty of 


Chunar as aforeſaid, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, by a certain 
paper writing, communicated by him to the members of the 
Supreme Council at Calcutta, expreſs his reaſons and motives 


for entering into the ſaid third article of the ſaid treaty. 
That the ſaid Warren Haſting did, in the ſaid paper, ſet forth 


and declare, that the conduct of Fyzoola Khan, in refuſing the 


aid demanded, though not an abſolute breach of treaty, was 


evaſive and uncandid ; that the demand was made for five thou- 
ſand cavalry ; that the engagement in the treaty was literally 
five thouſand horſe and foot; that Fyzoola Khan could not be 
ignorant that they, (meaning the Eaſt-India Company, or "IG 
Supreme Council aforeſaid) had no occaſion for any ſuccours of 
infantry from him, and that cavalry would be of the moſt ee 
ſent:al ſervice; that ſo ſcrupulous an attention to literal expreſſion, 
when a more liberal interpretation would have been highly uſe- 
ful and acceptable to them (meaning the ſaid Company, or 
Council), ſtrongly marked the unfriendly diſpoſition of the ſaid 
| Fyzoola Khan, and though it might not impeach his fidelity, it 
left him little claim to any exertions from them (meaning the 
Laich Council, or Company) for the continuance of his jaghires; 
but that he the ſaid Warren Haſtings was of opinion, that 
neither the Vizier's or the Company s intereſts would be promo- 
ted by depriving the ſaid Fyzoola Khan of his independency, 5 
that he had therefore reſerved the execution of tlie ſaid agree- 
ment (meaning the third article of the ſaid treaty of Chunar) 
to an indefinite term: that their government (that is, the go- _ 
vernment of the ſaid United Company) might always interpoſe 
to prevent any ill effects from it (that i is, from the ſaid third ar- 


ticle of the ſaid treaty of Chunar). 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, ſoon after the 9 of 33 
the ſaid treaty of Chunar, and the declaration laſt aforeſaid, viz. 
on or about the month of March, in the year one thouſand ſeven | 
hundred and eighty two, did give inſtructions to the ſaid Nathaniel 

Middleton, to act in conformity to the aforeſaid declaration, 
and to prevent the Vizier from reſuming the jaghire of the ſaid | 


Fyzoola Khan as aforeſaid. . 
That 
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That the ſaid Warren Haſtings was thus, on the one hand; by 
making and executing the treaty of Chunar, guilty of a breach 
of faith ſolemnly pledged to Fyzoola Khan, by the guarantee of 
the treaty of Llal Dang, and, on the other hand, by his decla- 


ration and inſtruCtions reſpecting the ſame, was guilty of du- 
plicity, evaſion, and deceit to the Vizier; and thus, by diſ- 
regarding all the principles upon which treaties between nations 
and powers ought to reſt, did place the Eaſt-India Company in 

ſuch a ſituation, that it was impoſſible for the ſaid Company to 
keep faith with the one 1 without breaking with the 

other. | 
That afterwards, on or about the month of Bean ber, one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty one, the ſaid Warren Haſ- 


tings did cauſe Sir Elijah Impey, Knight, His Majeſty's Chief 


| Juſtice at Fort William in Bengal, to ſignify to the Reſident 5 
Middleton, that it was the deſire of him the ſaid Warren Haſ- 
tings, that the ſaid Middleton ſhould demand a ſubſidy or ſum 
of money from the ſaid Fyzoola Khan—T hat the ſaid Fyzoola 
| Khan was not bound, by treaty or otherwiſe, to pay any ſubſidy : 
That the ſaid Impey did ſignify the ſaid demand for a ſubſidy to 
Middleton as aforeſaid; and the ſaid Middleton did demand the 8 
ſame from the ſaid F yzoola Khan. 
| That afterwards, viz. on divers days and times in the months 
of February, March, and April, one thouſand ſeven hundred 


and eighty two, the ſaid Middleton did propoſe to exact and re- 


quire from the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, the ceſſion of his jaghire 
aforeſaid, purſuant to the treaty of Chunar, contrary as well to 
the treaty of Llal Dang, guaranteed by the Company as afore- 
: faid, as to the declared intention and inſtructions of the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings as aforeſaid; and the ſaid jaghire was in fact de- 


manded to be ceded by the ſaid Middleton. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, not only 5 entering 5 | 
the third article of the treaty of Chunar aforeſaid, render the 


ſaid Fyzoola Khan liable to ſuch contradictory demands, to the 


great diſquietuds and injury of the faid F yzoola Khan, and diſ- 
grace of the Britiſh name, but did not then, nor has he ſince, 


diſapproved of the ſaid Middleton for his conduct therein. 


| That 
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1 
GETS, 


E 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on the ſixth of May, one 


thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty two, by a private commiſ- 
ſion and appointment, and of his private authority, nominate 


J. Palmer, Eſquire, a major in the ſervice of the United Com- 
pany aforeſaid a confidential friend of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 


to repair to Rumpore aforeſaid, with powers to act with the ſaid 


Fyzoola Khan, as private agent of the ſaid Haſtings.— That the 
faid Palmer was, by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, charged with 
ſecret inſtructions reſpecting the affairs of the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, 

_ verbally communicated by the ſaid Warren Haſtings to the ſaid 
Palmer: That by ſuch criminal concealment, and ſecret ap- 
pointment, the ſaid Warren —_— acted contrary to the duties 

of his ſtation, 

That on or about the month of Auguft, one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and eighty two, the ſaid Middleton did demand from 


the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, a force to be made ſtationary at Luck- 


now, in the province of. Oude, to the furniſhing of which, or 


any other ſtationary force, the ſaid 'Fyzocls Khan was not bound, 


by treaty or otherwiſe. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, having TY the ſaid Mid- 


| dleton from the reſidence of Lucknow, in the province of Oude, 
as aforeſaid, did, in the month of September, one thouſand 


: ſeven hundred and eighty two, appoint John Briſtow, Eſquire, 


Reſident in his place, with full e and N to e 
the duties of the ſame. 2 
That the ſaid Briſtow did, ſoon after kis appointment, endea- 


'} your to procure, through a certain perſon called Aliff Khan, 


Voakeel or Ambaſſador of Fyzoola Khan to the Court of Luck- 


now, a pecuniary aid from the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, which he 


the ſaid Fyzoola Khan was not bound to ſupply, 5 treaty or 
otherwiſe. _ 55 
| That the ſaid Briſtow did, ſoon alter his appointment as afore- | 
ſaid, with the approbation of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, pub- 
licly depute the ſaid Palmer to go to Rumpore aforeſaid, for the 
- purpoſe of carrying into execution the unjuſt and arbitrary plans 
of the ſaid Warren Haſtings reſpecting the ſaid F yzoola Khan. 
That the ſaid Palmer, being particularly directed by the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings and Briſtow, did, ſoon after his appointment 


H 3 VV 


f 4 


— 
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laſt aforeſaid, endeavour to obtain from the ſaid Fyzoola Khan 


2 ſupply of money, which the ſaid Warren Haſtings acknow- 
ledged and declared, at the very time he required the demand 


to be made, that he the ſaid Fyzoola Khan was not bound, by 
treaty or otherwiſe, to ſupply. _ 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in caſe of a refuſal of ſuch 


ſupply, command the ſaid Palmer to demand and fix the number 
of horſe which he the ſaid Fyzoola Khan ſhould furniſh, and 
did aſcertain the rate or number to be two thouſand five hun- 
dred; that the ſaid Fyzoola Khan was not bound, by treaty or 
otherwiſe, to furniſn ſuch a number of horſe; and he the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings well knew, at the time he gave ſuch orders, that 
the ſaid Fy zoola Khan had not inch. a Humber: ot horſe in his 
JE VIEe: 
| That the ſaid Warren Haſtings 4 on or about the time ht 
= aforeſaid, inſtruct and command the faid Palmer, to demand 
from the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, an annual tribute, or a ſum of 
money from the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, in compenſation for the 
ſervice of certain ryots, or perſons employed i in the cultivation 
of the ground of the Vizier, to whom the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
aſſerted, that the ſaid Fyzoola Khan had given protection and : 
ſervice, and to demand the ſurrender of the ſaid ryots; that in 
fact the ſaid Fyzoola Khan had not at any time £'9en protection g 
or ſervice to ſuch ryots as aforeſaid. - 
That the ſaid Palmer, under the athority aforeſaid, did, on 
or about the month of February, one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and eighty three, exact from the ſaid Fyzoola Khan a promiſe to 
pay a large ſum of money, amounting to fifteen lacks of rupees, 
equal in value to one hundred and fifty thouſand pounds ſterling, 
and upwards, or ſome other large ſum of money, although the - 
| ſaid Fyzoola Khan was not bound, by treaty or otherwiſe, to ; 


the payment of that or any other ſum. 


That the ſaid exaction was made under the pretence af ſettling 5 


certain doubts between the ſaid Vizier and the ſaid Fyzoola 
Khan, reſpecting the troops with which he, the ſaid Fyzoola 


| Khan, was bound to ſupply the ſaid Vizier—Which doubts 


were created and raiſed by the faithleſs conduct of the ſaid War- 


ren Haſtings, herein before ſet forth. 
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That it was particularly ſtipulated between the ſaid Palmer 
and the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, that the ſaid ſum of money was to 
be paid by certain fixed periodical payments. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, not regarding this laſt men- 
tioned ſtipulation, thus ſolemnly entered into by the ſaid Pal- 
mer, under the authority of him the ſaid Haſtings, did, on or 
about the month of April, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
eighty four, require the ſaid Fyzoola Khan to pay the whole 
amount that then remained _ and the ſaid K 3 Khan did 

in fact pay the ſame, 
Buy all which acts and deeds, herein before ſet forth to have 
been done and perpetrated by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, whilſt 
Preſident and Governor General, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
did, by a violation of the moſt ſacred ties of honour and con- 
ſcience, ſcandalouſly betray his truſt; whereby a ſolemn treaty 
and guarantee was broken, the mind and government of the 
Nabob Fyzoola Than, alarmed and diſtreſſed, and his treaſure 
unjuſtly extorted; the honour of the Britiſh nation (renowned 
for a faithful adherence to engagements) baſely proſtituted and - 
= degraded; and the Engliſh power in India fundamentally ſhaken: 
And therefore the ſaid Warren Haſtings, by all and every one 
of the ſaid acts, was, and 1 is > guilty of Ned 6 crimes and miſde- 
meanors. 


Hs. -- ARTICLE 


L 6 ] 


ARTICLE SIXTH. 


Thar great extortion and corruption had been practiſed by 
the ſervants of the Eaſt-India Company, under the pretence of 
receiving preſents from the Indian princes. or powers, their x mi- 


niſters and agents, or others. 


That the receiving ſuch preſents is ene and criminal; in- 


Jurious to the intereſts of the natives of India; deſtructive of 


the welfare of the Company, and diſhonourable to the Engliſh : 


nation. 


That the Eaſt-India Company: had alearoured to reſtrain 
' ſuch practice, by obliging the ſervants (as well thoſe who were 
Ho inveſted with the higher offices, as thoſe in a more ſubordinate _ 
ſituation) to enter into covenants, e themſelyes not to re- 
ceive preſents as aforeſaid. 


That the faid Warren Haſtings, _ in fact, enter into ſuch 


covenants, 


That the Britiſh 8 did, * an act of che thirteenth : 


year of the reign of His preſent Majeſty, ſtrictly prohibit the re- 


ceiving preſents by the ſervants of the Eaſt- India Company, on 
any pretence or account whatſoever. 5 | 
That a great ſalary, amounting to twenty-five. thouſand 


pounds a year, and other great and conſiderable emoluments, 


were provided for the office of Preſident and Governor Ceneral, 
as well by the Eaſt-India Company, as by the Act of Parlia- 
ment aforeſaid: and that the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in fact, 

rec ive the ſaid ſalary, and enjoy the ſaid emoluments. 2 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did well underſtand the re- 

ceipt of ſuch preſents to be prohibited, illegal, and criminal: 
= the ſaid Warren Haſtings, not contented with the large 
profit and gain to him ariſing from the ſalary and emoluments 
annexed to the ſaid office of Preſident and Governor General, 


did, on divers days and times, both before and ſince the paſſing 


of the Act of Parliament above mentioned, and whilſt he con- 


_ tinued 
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. 
tinued ſuch Preſident and Governor General as aforeſaid, cor- 
ruptly, illegally, and criminally, take and accept of divers large 


ſums of money, as preſents, gifts, donations, gratuities, or re- 


wards, in violation of the duties of his office, in defiance of the 


Act of Parliament above mentioned, and in direct contradiction _ 


to his underſtanding reſpeCting the ſame. 

Particularly, that ſome time in the year one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and eighty three, at Calcutta, in Bengal, the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings did firſt fraudulently ſolicit as a loan, and afterwards 
corruptly and illegally take and retain as a preſent or gift, from 


a certain perſon called Rajah Nobkiſſin, a ſum of money, 


2 


amounting to thirty-f -four thouſand pounds N or ſome other 


large ſum of money. 
That the ſaid W arren Haſtings did, * any allowance r 


permiſſion then or ſince had or obtained from the Directors of 


the Eaſt · India Company, or any perſon or perſons authorized or 
impowered to grant ſuch allowance or permiſſion, apply the ſame 
to his own uſe, under pretence of diſcharging certain expences 


ſaid to be incurred by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in his pub- 
lic capacity, without any authority from the ſaid Company to 
incur the ſame, and of which ſaid expences the ſaid Warren Haſ- 


tings has not produced Ay ſufficient voucher or account to the 


ſaid Company. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings ad; on divers lane and times, 
in the years one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty, and one 


thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty one, take and receive from 
8 divers perſons, known and unknown, ſeveral large ſums of mo- 
ney, amounting to two hundred thouſand pounds ſterling and 


upwards, or ſome other large ſum of money, as | or preſents - 


to him the ſaid Warren Haſtings. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on or Pete the twenty- 


ſixth day of June, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
= elghty, at Calcutta, in Bengal, co: ruptiy and illegally recelve 


and take from one Sadarund, the Buxey or Treaſurer of Cheit 
Sing, Rajah of Benares, the ſum of two lacks of rupees, equal 


in value to twenty thouſand pounds ſterling, or lome other wal. 
ſum of money, as a preſent and gift. 


That the laid Warren Haſtings did, on or about the month of- 
| October, 
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October, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty, 
take and receive from a certain perſon called Kelleram (ſince ap- 
pointed by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, renter of the province of 
Bahar), on behalf of himſelf the ſaid Kelleram, and a certain 


perſon called Cullian Sing, a ſum of money amounting to four 


lacks of rupees, equal in value to forty thouſand pounds ſter- 


ling, or ſome other large ſum of money, or an obligation or ſe- 


curity for the ſame. In conſideration of which, the ſaid War- 


ren Haſtings did, contrary to his duty, and to the great injury of 
the intereſts of the ſaid Eaſt-India Company, and the Britiſh na- 


tion, let certain lands, in the province of Bahar, i in ans to 


| Kelleram and Cullian Sing, or one of them. | 
That Aſoph ul Dowla, Nabob of Oude, or Vizier of the em- 


pire, was, in the month of February, in the year one thouſand 


greatly indebted to the Eaſt-India Company, 


That on or about the. month of September, one thouſand ſeven. 
kundred and eighty one, at Chunar, in the province of Oude, 3 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, contrary to his duty, and to the |? 
great diſtreſs and additional embarraſſinent of the ſaid Vizier, |; 
take and receive, as a preſent or gift, from him the ſaid Vizier, 
the ſum of ten lacks of rupees, equal in value to one hundred 
thouſand pounds ſterling, or ſome other large ſum of money 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, ſome time in the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty one, receive and take, as a 
preſent or gift, from a certain perſon called Nundoolol, the ſum of £ 
fifty-eight thouſand rupees, equal in value to five thouſand 5; 4 
pounds ſterling and upwards, or ſome other large ſum of money. : 1 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, at different days and : 
times between the firſt day of October one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and ſeventy two, and the firſt day of February one thouſand 


ſeven hundred and ſeventy four, corruptly, illegally, and arbi- 


trarily extort and receive, by the means of Cantoo Baboo, his 


Bows bo 


ſeven hundred and eighty, and from tliat time until the period ; I 
herein after next mentioned, in a ſtate of great pecuniary diſtreſs b ; 
and embarraſſment ; that the condition of the finances of the ſaid \ 
Vizier was well known to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, as well at U 
the time herein before mentioned, as at the period herein after 
next ſet forth; and that the ſaid Vizier was, at theſe times, 


* Os 


= 
* 


A 


[ 63 1 
banyan or ſervant, and others, from a certain perſon called Maha 


Ranny Bowannee, Zemindar of Radſhahy, divers ſums of mo- 
ney, amounting to four lacks forty thouſand and one rupees 


equal in value to forty thouſand pounds ſterling and upwards, or 
ſome other large ſum of money. 


That the Supreme Council of Calcutta did, on divers days 
and times in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy 


five, legally and regularly meet. That the ſaid Warren Haſ- 
tings was, at the times aforeſaid, charged with the ſaid laſt- 


mentioned receipt of money, and with various unjuſtifiable 


tranſactions reſpecting the ſame. That the ſaid receipts and tranſ- 


actions were regularly proved upon oath before the ſaid Council, 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did neither at that time attempt 
to diſcredit the teſtimony ſo given againſt him, or to oppoſe the 
ſame by evidence, nor has he fince taken any meaſure to clear 


himſelf from the ſaid 8 or explain the nature of the faid 
tranſaction. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtingt did, at arent Jays and 


times between the firſt day of October in the year one thouſand 


ſeven hundred and ſeventy two, and the thirtieth day of Septem- 
ber in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy three, 
corruptly and illegally take, accept, and receive, from one Ra- 
jah Nundcomar, a native Hindoo, high in office in the country 


government in India, or from ſome other perſon or perſons, di- 
vers ſums of money, amounting together to three lacks fifty 


four thouſand one hundred and five rupees. being equal in value 


to forty thouſand pounds ſterling, or ſome other large ſum 


of money, as a conſideration or bribe for the diſpoſal of, 


and appointment to, certain offices in the gift of him the ſaid | 
Warren Haſtings, being ſuch Preſident as aforeſaid ; parti- 
cularly, for procuring Rajah Goordaſs, ſon of the ſaid Nundeo- 


mar, the appointment of Niabut, or Head of the Finances of = 


Bengal, and cauſing Munny Begum, widow of Meer Jaffer, 


heretofore Nabob of Bengal, to be Superior of the Family, mean- 
ing the family of Mobarick ul Dowla, Nabob of Bengal, ſeven- 
ty-five thouſand and four rupees, being equal in value to eight 
thouſand pounds ſterling and upwards, or ſome other large ſum 
of money; and the tarther ſums of twenty four thouſand nine 
hundred 
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ling and upwards, or ſome other large ſum of money. 
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hundred and ninety-eight rupees, three thouſand one hundred 
and two rupees, and one thouſand rupees, being together equal 
to three thouſand pounds ſterling and upwards, or fome other 
large ſum of money. Farther, for conſtituting and appointing 
the ſaid Munny Begum Superior of the Family of the ſaid Nabob 


Mobarick ul Dowla, and taking away the ſuperiority thereof 
from Baboo Begum, mother of the ſaid Nabob, one lack of ru- 
pees, being equal in value to ten thouſand pounds fterling and 
upwards, or ſome other large fum of money. Farther, from the 
faid Munny Begum, by a payment to one Nurr Sing, brother of 
Cantoo Baboo, banyan or ſervant of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 


at the deſire of him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, one lack and fifty 
fifteen thouſand pounds ſter- 


That the Court of Directors aforeſaid did, by a letter bearing 
date the twenty-eighth day of Auguſt, one thouſand ſeven hun- 


dred and ſeventy one, inform the ſaid Warren Haſtings that they 
were fully ſenſible of the expediency of ſupporting ſome oftenſi- 
ble Miniſter in the Company's intereſt at the Nabob's Court 
(meaning the Court of Mobarick ul Dow la aforeſaid) to tranſact 
| the political affairs of the Circar or Government, agd they truſt- 
ed to the local knowledge of him the ſaid Warren Haſtings the 
ſelection of ſome perſon well qualified for the affairs of Govern- 8 
ment, to ſucceed Mahomed Reza Khan, as Miniſter of the Go- ; 
vernment, and Guardian of the Nabob's minority, 


That the ſaid Munny Begum had been originally in a low and 


degraded condition, without education, unacquainted with the 
affairs of Government, and then lived ſecluded in a Zenana, and 
| ret ired from the world, whereby the ſaid Munny Begum was to- 
tally unqualified for diſcharging the duties of Guardian to the | 
* ſaid Nabob, and for governing his dominions ; ſo that the ſaid Þ 
Warren Haſtings, by the appointment of the ſaid Munny: Be- 


gum as aforeſaid, not only acted corruptly and illegally in re- 
ceiving the aforeſaid ſums of money, but added to the crimina- 
lity thereof, by violating the expreſs orders of the ſaid Court of 
Directors, to the great and manifeſt prejudice of the rights and 


intereſt of the ſaid United Company and this nation. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, ſome time in the year one 
Thouland 
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thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy three, grant to one Khan 


1 Jehau Cawn, the office of Phouſdar, or Chief Criminal Magifſ- 
trate of Hughly, in the province of Bahar, a place of great truſt 
and profit. 


That a ſalary of ſeventy- two thouſand ſicca rupees a year was 


Z annexed to the ſaid office. That it was corruptly and illegally 
agreed between the ſaid Khan Jehan Cawn, and the ſaid Warren 
Z Haſtings, that the ſaid Khan jehan Cawn ſhould annually give 
the ſum of thirty- ſix thouſand rupees for himſelf the ſaid Warren 


Haſtings, and four thouſand rupees for one Cantoo Baboo, his 


banyan or ſervant, out of the ſaid ſum of ſeventy-two thouſand 
rupees ſettled on the office of Phouſlar of Hughly, as aforeſaid ; 


and that the ſaid Warren Haſtings did corruptly and illegally 


3 take, receive, and accept as aforeſaid, the ſaid ſum of thirty- Aix 
7 thouſand rupees for himſelf, and four thouſand rupees to Cantoo 


Baboo, his banyan or ſervant, out of the faid 257 lo annexed 


to the ſaid office as aforeſaid, 


That the Supreme Council of Calcutta did, on the thirtiath 
day of March, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy five, le- 
; gally and regularly meet ; that the majority of the ſaid Council 


N did charge the Jalid Warren Haſtings with the receipts aforeſaid; 


| that the ſaid Warren Haſtings did not reply to the charge ſo 
made againſt him, but did arbitrarily and illegally attempt to 
1g itTolve the ſaid meeting of Council, regularly and legally met as 
PREY and did on that day, and divers other days and times, | 
Jillegally and violently attempt to prevent, and did prevent, the 
aid Khan Jehan Cawn, and other perſons, from giving their 
{teſtimony on oath before the ſaid Council reſpecting the tranſ- 
actions aforeſaid, whereby t the faid Warren Haſtings violated his 


| duty as Governor General, and ated i in defiance of the Act of 


Parliament aforeſaid. And farther the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
whilſt he continued Preſident and Governor General as aforeſaid, 
did illegally and corruptly make, ordain, and appoint divers other 
perſons to divers other offices, for gift and brocage, and did cor- 
nk legally, and extorſively, receive aud accept from the 
Said perſons divers great ſums of money, in conſideration of 
en appointment to ſuch offices, both before and after their ad- 
zmiſſion thereto ; and did at divers other days and times, without 
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nations, gratuities, and rewards, 


all and eaeh his actions, declarations, and writings reſpecting tha! 1 


ance of an Act of Parliament; and thereby Was, and 1 is, goil . 
of high crimes and miſdemeanors, 
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any ſuch conſideration, take and receive divers gifts , preſents, & | 6. 


By all, each, and every the receipt and receipts of money afore- 
ſaid, as well thoſe for which he has accounted, or pretended to FE 
account, as thoſe which he has concealed and kept ſecret, and 


ſame, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings has groſsly violated the duties : 
of his ſtation ; ſubverted good government ; ſhewn an evil exam- q 3 
ple to the ſervants of the Eaſt-India Company; been guilty of 
corruption, peculation, and extortion; and acted in direct defi- 
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ARTICLE SEVENTH. 


W HERE AS the property of the lands in Bengal is, ac- 
cording to the laws and cuſtoms of that country, an inheritable 
property, or as ſuch hath been generally held and reputed, and 


accordingly hath been charged with debts, and ſold, and other- 


wiſe conveyed; and the ſame is, with few exceptions, veſted in 
certain natives called Zemindars or Landholders, under whom 
other natives, called Talaakders or Ryots, hold certain ſubor- 


dinate rights of property or occupancy in the ſaid lands: And 


whereas the ſaid natives are Hindoos, whoſe rights and privi- 
leges are grounded upon the poſſeſſion of regular grants, a long 
ſeries of family ſucceſſion, and fair purchaſe: And whereas it 


appears that Bengal has been under the dominion of the Mogul, 


and ſubject to a Mahommedan Government for above two hun- 
dred years: 


And whereas while ih Mogul Government. was in its vigour, 


the property of the Zemindars was held ſacred, and either by 
voluntary grant from the ſaid Mogul, or by compoſition with 
him, the native Hindoos were left in the free, quiet, and un- 
diſturbed poſſeſſion of their lands, on the ſingle condition of pay- 
ing a moderate and certain revenue, or quit rent, to the Mogul 
Government, called the auffil jumma, or original ground rent 
of the provinces, which had not been materially altered from 
the time when it was firſt ſettled, in the year one thouſand five 
hundred and ſeventy- -three, to the year one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and forty when the regular and effective Mov! e 


ment ended: 

And whereas, from the laſt- mentioned period to the vear one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſixty-five, invaſions, uſurpations, 
and various revolutions took place in the Government of Bengal, 


in confequence of which the country was conſiderably reduced 


and impoveriſhed; at which time, that is to ſay, in the ſaid 


Year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſixty five, the Eaſt-India 
= 1 Company 
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a grant of the Dewanny, or collection of the revenues: 

And whereas, about the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
Teventy, the provinces of Bengal and Bahar were viſited with a 
dreadful famine and mortality, by which at leaſt one third of the 5 


inhabitants generally, and in many places near one half of the 


whole inhabitants, periſhed, a loſs which could not, by any pro- 


bable or almoſt poſſible means, be recruited in four or five years; 
| yet nevertheleſs the revenue was violently kept up to its former 


ſtandard, that is, in the two years immediately preceding the 


appointment of the ſaid Warren Haſtings to the government of 
Fort William, in conſequence of which the remaining two- 
thirds, and in many places a {till ſmaller proportion of the in- 
| Habitants, were obliged to pay for the lands then left without 


cultivation; and the country did aecordingly languiſh from the 


year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy to the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- -five, and the evil continued 
increaſing every day: _ 


And whereas the ſaid Warren Haſtings well knew that the . 


= lands had ſuffered unheard- of depopulation by the famine and 
mortality aforeſaid, and that collections violently kept up to their 
former ſtandard, in the two years immediately preceding the ap- 
pointment of him the ſaid Warren Haſtings to the Government 
of Fort William, had added to the diſtreſs of the country, and 


threatened a general decay of the revenue, unleſs immediate re- 


 medies were applied to prevent it: And whereas it became the 
bounden duty of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, when appointed to 
the Government of Fort William, to apply ſuch immediate 
| remedies as were within his judgement and his power: And 


whereas the ſaid Warren Haſtings well knew, and was ſatisfied 
in his judgement, that by entruſting the collections to the here- 


ditary Zemindars, the people would be treated with more tender- 
7 neſs, the rents more improved, and cultivation more likely to 
be encouraged, as he the ſaid Warren Haſtings well knew that the 
ſaid Zemindars have a perpetual intereſt in the country; that 


their inheritance could not be taken ſrom them; that they are the 


_ proprietors ; that the lands are their eſtates, and their inheritance; 
_ that from a long continuance of the lands in their families, it 
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was to be concluded that they had riveted an authority in the 
diſtricts, acquired an aſcendency over the minds of the Ryots, 
and conciliated their affections: And whereas it was reaſonable 
therefore to expect, and the ſaid Warren Haſtings was of opi- 
nion, that ſolid advantages might be expected from continuing 
the lands under the management of thoſe who have a natural 
and perpetual intereſt in their proſperity ; that the Zemindar 
would be leſs liable to failure or deficiencies than the Farmer, from 


the perpetual intereſt which the former (the Zemindar) hath in 


the country, and becauſe his inheritance cannot be taken from 


him, and it would be improbable that he ſhould riſk the loſs of 


it by eloping from his diſtrict, which the ſaid Warren Haſtings : 
well knew to have been too frequently practiſed by a farmer, 
when hard preſſed for the payment of his balances, and as fre- 
ently: are determined when he received his farm : 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings well knowing the premiſes, 


eſpecially the calamitous and diſtreſsful ſtate of the country, from 
the famine and mortality aforeſaid; and being well convinced in 
his own judgement that the calamities and diſtreſſes were aggra- : 
vated by the collections being violently kept up to the ſtandard 


at which they were fixed before the ſaid famine : yet, being Pre- 


ſident of the Preſidency of Fort William! in Bengal | in the year 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy two, in violation of his 


duty to the Company, his maſters, and to the prevention of ſo- 


lid advantages to them, and with danger of great loſs foreſeen by 
himſelf, and in contempt and diſregard of property, title, and 
right, all acknowledged by himſelf to be in the Zemindars, and 
to the ſubverſion of true policy, according to his own ſenſe of 
that policy, and with a total neglect of tenderneſs and huma- 


nity to the diſtreſſos and calamitics of the inhabitants, he the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, immediately after his appointment to the 
Government of Fort William aforeſaid, did make an arbitrary 


ſettlement of the revenues for five years, at a higher rate than 
had ever been received before, and with a progreſſive and accumu- 


lating increaſe on each of the four laſt years of the ſaid ſettlement. 
That, to accompliſh this iniquitous purpoſe, he the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings did put the lands of Bengal up to a pretended public 


1 auction, and inyited all perſons to make propolals for farming the 


ſame, 
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ſame, thereby encouraging ſtrangers to bid againſt the proprie- 


tors; in conſequence of which not only the ſaid proprietors were 
ouſted of the poſſeſſion of their eſtates, but a great part fell in- 
to the hands of the banyans, or principal black ſervants, of Bri- 
tiſh ſubjects, connected with; and protected by, the Government; 


and this meaſure was thus executed, though the ſaid Warren 


Haſtings muſt have foreſeen it would happen, as he has ſince 
declared it did happen, that by this way the lands too generally 
fell into the hands of deſperate or knaviſh adventurers. 


That, inſtead of offering any abatement to the inhabitants 


— Who had ſurvived the famine, the policy of which ſeemed as 
ſtrongly implied as the humanity was undoubted, by the decla- 
ration of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, that the collections kept | 
wp to the former ſtandard had added to the diſtreſs of the coun- 

try, the ſettlement made by the ſaid Warren Haſtiogs, if it had 
been, or could have been, rigorouſly exacted from a country al- 
ready fo diſtreſſed, and from a population ſo impaired as that, in 


the opinion of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, it could not have been 


recruited in leſs than four or five years, would have been in fact 


what it appeared in form, moſt cruel and tyrannical oppreſſion. 


But this ſettlement, far from being realized, fell conſiderably . 


ſhort, even in the firſt of the five years, in which the demand 
was lighteſt, and on the whole of the five years the real receipts 


fell ſhort of the ſettlement, by a ſum ſo enormous as to exceed 
two millions and a half ſterling; and therefore the only uſe for 
Which a ſettlement, evidently impoſſible to be realized, could be 
intended, or to which it could be converted, was the means there- 
by afforded for obliging the native inhabitants to compound 
with thoſe who made the ſaid ſettlement, and were poſſeſſed of - 
authority to enforce it. And the ſaid Eaſt- India Company were 
groſsly impoſed upon in the firſt inſtance, by a promiſed increaſe 
of revenue, and defrauded in the ſecond, not only by the failure of 
that increaſe, but by the revenues falling ſhort toa great amount of 


what they were in the two years preceding the ſaid ſettlement. 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, being then at the head of the 
Government of Bengal, was a party to-all the ſaid impoſition 


| and fraud, and to all the peculation and embezzlement which 


might or did ariſe therefrom, and is principally and ſpecially 
3 | auſwerable 
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I ee for the ſame; and the more eſpecially ſo, as though 
Z the Court of Directors of the Eaſt-India Company, on ſurdry 
proofs of peculation and embezzlement being laid before them, 
to which the arbitrary and violent ſettlement aforeſaid had given 
occaſion, did poſitively direct a proſecution againſt the perſons 
who compoſed the Committee of Circuit, and againſt all other 
proper parties; yet ſuch proſecution was never carried on to trial, 


cil, that orders ſhould be given for withdrawing the ſaid proſe- 
cution; he the ſaid Warren Haſtings declaring, that he was 


3 pany and unmerited vexation to the parties. 
! That previous to the meaſure before deſcribed being carried 
| into execution, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did eſtabliſh certain 


breach of the public truſt repoſed in him, and ſufficiently de- 
_ clared by the manifeſt duty of his ſtation, if it had not been 
. expreſſed and enforced by any poſitive inſtitution, he the ſaid 


cipal black ſteward, named Canto Baboo, to hold farms in differ- 


amount of thirteen lacks of rupees, of the value of one hundred 


Baboo was permitted by the laid Warren e to relinquiſh 
two of them. 


That in the whole of the tranſactlon aforeſaid r ſaid 
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but, on the contrary, was wholly fruſtrated and relinquiſhed by 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, who propoſed and carried it in Coun- 


clearly of opinion that there was no ground to maintain them, 
and that they would only be productive of expence to o the Com- 
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fundamental regulations in Council, to be obſerved in executing 


? | the ſame; amongſt which Regulations it was ſpecially and ſtriftly 
ö ordered, that no Farm ſhould exceed the annual amount of one 

; lack of rupees. And farther, that no peſhcar, banyan, or other 
- Eg ſervant, of whatever denomination, of the collector, or relation, 

4 or dependant of any ſuch ſervant, ſhould be allowed to farm 

| - lands, nor directly nor indirectly to hold a concern in any farm, 

N nor to be ſecurity for any farmer. N 

Fi | That i in direct violation of theſe wy « own in regulations, aud i in 


8 Warren Haſtings did permit and ſuffer his own ban yan, or prin- 
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ent purgannahs or diſtricts, or to be ſecurity for farms, to the 


and thirty thouſand pounds, or upwards, per annum; and afteren- 
joying the whole of theſe farms for two years, he the ſaid Canto 


Warren Haſtings has been guilty of manifeſt breach of truſt to 
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his employers, and groſs colluſion with his ſervant, permitting 


him to hold or be ſecurity for farms, againſt the ſpirit of his own 
regulation, as the ſaid Canto Baboo was the banyan or ſteward of 
him the ſaid Warren Haſtings ; and has been alſo guilty of acting | 
againſt the letter as well as ſpirit of that regulation, inaſmuch 
as the ſaid farms, or ſecurities for farms, amounted to a ſum enor- 


mouſly greater than that limited by the regulation—the regula- 


tion confining each farm to one lack of rupees. And he was alſo 


evilty of a fraud againſt the Eaſt-India Company, by permitting 


him, the ſaid Canto Baboo, to relinquiſh the ſecurity which he 
had given for the payment of the rent of certain of the faid 
farms at the expiration of two years, during which two years 


the rent was loweſt, without fatisfaction made to the Com- 


pany; to the great loſs of the faid Company, the maſters and | 


employers of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 


And whereas the faid Warren Haſtings well knew, a4 was 
deliberately of opinion, that great expence and inconvenience do 
always attend upon innovations, and more eſpecially he the faid 5 
Warren Haſtings was well aware of the expences and many in- 
conveniencies attendant « on innovations in the management and 


collection of the revenue of Bengal; that ſuch innovations 


7 cauſed a ſuſpenſion of the colleQions; and that continual varia- 
tions in the mode of collecting the revenue, and the continual | 
uſurpations on the rights of the people, had fixed in the minds 5 
of the ryots a rooted diſtruſt of the ordinances of Government: - 
and whereas the ſaid Warren Haſtings was well and fully ap- 
prized, that the Directors of the Eaſt-India Company were of 
opinion, that a ſudden tranſition from one mode to another 
in the inveſtigation and collection of their revenue, might have 
alarmed the inhabitants, leſſened their confidence in the Com- ; 
pany's proceedings, and been attended with other evils; and 
whereas it has been always found by experience, that ſuch i inno- 5 
vations in the ordering and management of the territorial reve- 5 


nues in Bengal have been the ſource of much fraud and peculation 


in the public revenue, and of vexation and oppreſſion to the peo- 


ple, yet the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in contradiction to his own 


conviction and judgement, and againſt his own declared opinion, 
and in contempt and neglect of the opinion of the ſaid Directors, 


did 
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did wantonly and corruptly, from the commencement of his 
government, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſe- 
venty two, to the year one thouſand ſeyen hundred and eighty 
one, as Preſident and Governor General as aforeſaid, introduce 
3 and carry into execution, without reaſon or neceflity, many 


different meaſures or changes in the mode of ſettlement, col- 


: leon, and management of the territorial revenues of Bengal; 
all arbitrary and inconſiſtent with each other, and in moſt caſes 
ſtanding in direct contradiction to, and ſubverſive of ſome other 


his declared opinions and profeſſed principles. 


the office of Naib Duan, or native colleCtor of the revenues 
then exiſting; that he did at the ſame time appoint a Com- 
7 mittee of the Board to go on a circuit through the provinces, 


Board of Revenue or Council at Muxadavad, aſſigning as his rea- 


| © tive part of the revenue, and the correſpondence with the col- 
| « lectors, was carried on by a Council at Muxadavad, the Mem- 
{3 « bers of the Adminiſtration at Calcutta had no opportunity of 
| “e acquiring that thorough and comprehenſive knowledge, 
5 « which could only reſult from practical experience;” and be- 
cauſe «& the orders of the Court of Directors, which eſta» 
4 f &« bliſhed a new ſyſtem, which enjoined many new regulations 
5 & and inquries, could not properly be delagated to a ſubordinate 


9 “ Council; and it became abſolutely neceſſary that the buſi- 
| © neſs of the revenue ſhould be conducted under the immediate 
: « obſervation and direction of the Board.“ 
That in November, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy 
1 three, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did aboliſh the office of collec- 
tor, and transferred the collection and management of the reve- 
5 K nues 


meaſure of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, as well as repugnant to 


Y That, in particular, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, immediately 
F after his appointment to the Government of Fort William, in 
27 April, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy two, did aboliſh 


3 and to form a ſettlement of the revenues for five years; that 
x he did next appoint ſundry of the Company's ſervants to : 
1 have the management of the collections, by fixing one of the 
9 ſaid ſervants in each diſtrict, under the title of Collector; that 
2 he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did afterwards aboliſh the General 


[4 ſons for ſuch abolition, “ That while the controlling and execu- 
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nues to ſeveral councils of revenue, commonly called Provin- 9 
cial Couneils; and, did, on the twenty- fourth of October, one Y 
thouſand ſeven: hundred and ſeventy four, earneſtly offer his ad- 


vice (to the Governor General and Council, then newly ap- ' 
pointed by Act of Parliament) for the continuation of the ſaid © 
ſyſtem of Provincial Councils in all its parts.—That the faid | 


Warren Haſtings, in farther ſupport and recommendation of ] 
the ſaid ſyſtem, did, on the twenty-fecond of April, one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy five, tranſmit to the Court of | 


Directors a formal plan for the future ſettlement of the reve- 1 


nues; and did therein declare, that, with reſpect to the mode of 1 
managing the collection of the revenue, and the adminiſtration 


of juſtice, none occurred to him ſo good as the ſyſtem which | 4 


was already eſtabliſhed, of Provincial Councils.— 1 hat, to give 


vet farther credit and ſuppert to the ſaid ſyſtem, he, the ſaid | 


Warren Haſtings, on the eigliteenth of January, one thouſand | 


ſeven hundred and ſeventy ſix, did tranſmit to the Court of Di. 3 


rectors, another plan for the better adminiſtration of juſtice; iu 
which plan alſo the eſtabliſhment of the ſaid. Provincial Coun: | 


cils was again ſpecially provided for, and confirmed; and the 3 
 faid Warren Haitings.did. recommend it to the Pirectors to ob- E 
tain the ſanction of Parliament for the confirmation of the {aid 3 
plan, — That, even yet farther to ſupport and give permanence 4 

to the ſaid ſ Y ſtem, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, on the thirtieth of 1 
April, one thouſand ſeven hundred and leventy ſix, did tran's f F 


mit to the ſaid Court of Directors, the draught or ſcheme offi q 
an Act of Parliament for the better adininiſtration of juſtice in 


the provinces, im which the ſaid eſtabliſhment of Provincial 4 
Councils is again ſpeeially included, and ipeeial JuriſdiQtion al- 
5 e to the ſaid Councils. 


That, while the ſaid Warren Haſlings ſuffered: this ſyſtem of 1 


| Provincial Councils to ſubſiſt, and thus repeatedly and urgently 2 
recommended. the continuation thereof, in all its. parts, to the - 


Court of DireQors, and repeatedly adviſed the ſaid Directors 
to obtain the ſanction of Parliament for its continuance and con 4 
ſirmation, he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did invade, alter, and| ; 


violate the principles on which. it was profeſſedly founded, by 4 


arbitrarily and corruptly detaching ſundr y leparate colleCtorſhins} 2 5 
: from 5 
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from the general province of each Council, for the.corrupt pur- 


poſe of providing Jucrative places far perſons favoured by him, 
to the great loſs and detriment of the Eaſt-India Company, who 
were thus loaded with the expence of the whole eſtabliſhment of 


the ſaid Councils, and with the farther expence of new eſtabliſh- 


ments for the ſame duties and ſervices, under the name of ſepa- 
rate collectors. — That the ſaid Warren Haſtings well knew, 
that none of theſe, his acts, were neceſſary or uſeful to the 
public ſervice, but were, in every inſtance, a corrupt abuſe of 
the power, and a breach of the truſt repoſed in him, for the 
ſervice and gratification of ſome individual, as well as a partial 


invaſion of that ſyſtem which he had ſo repeatedly recom- 


mended; all which corruption, breach of truſt, and miſgovern- 
ment, he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did ſubſtantially avow, by 
declaring in Council, on the nineteenth of January, one thou- 
fand ſeven hundred and feventy nine, that the preſent Nate of 
the Government was ſuch as required temporary expedients, and 


the union of private intereſts with the public. That the ſaid 


Warren Haſtings did not produce any fact or argument what- 


ſoever, to ſhew the ſtate of the (Government to be ſuch as he 
had deſcribed it, in that ſcandalous and criminal juſtißcation of 


his criminal actions; . but, it the ſtate of the Government, were 


- really ſuch, as to require temporar y expedients, and a ſacrifice 
of the public to private intereſts, the ſaid Warren Haſtings had 
criminally reduced it to that ſtate; he having for the two pre- 
ceding years poſſeſſed the abſolute and uncontrolled power af 
Government by virtue of his caſting voice in Council, 


That the Court of Directors did ſend orders to the Governor 


General and Council, dated the fifth of February, one thou- 


ſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy feven, in the words, or to the 


eſfect following: © If you are fully convinced that the eſta- 
cc hliſhment of Provincial Councils has not anſwered, or 18 not 


capable of anſwering, the purpoſes intended by ſuch inſtitu- 
&« tions, we hereby direct you to form a new plan for the col- 


« lection of the revenues, and to tranſmit the ſame to us for 


64 our conſideration.” + 
That, very early in. the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
eighty one, and within two months after the departure of Phi- 
5 N ” 


C-:90 7 


lip Francis, Eſquire, by whoſe departure the Council General 
was reduced to two perſons, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in 
contradiction to his own ſentiments, repeatedly declared, and 
to his own advice rcp-atedly and deliberately given, and, in wil- 


ful diſobedience to the orders of the Court of Directors, to 


whom he did not tranſmit any plan for their conſideration, did, 


on ſundry falſe and contradictory pretences, and for his own 
corrups purpoſes, again change the whole ſyſtem of the collec- 
tions of the public revenue of Bengal, as alſo the adminiſtra- 
tion of civil and criminal juſtice, throughout the provinces, by 
aboliſhing, and the ſaid Warren Haſtings did corruptly aboliſh, 
the ſaid provincial Councils before the yearly collection was 
| finiſhed; and the ſaid Warren Haſtings did endeavour, contrary 
to his duty, to deceive the Court of Directors, by affigning falſe 
_ reaſons for aboliſhing the ſaid Councils; and fo to deceive the 
ſaid Court, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in a letter to the 
ſaid Court, dated the fifth of May, one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and eighty one, affirm, that the plan of ſuperintending and 
5 collecting the public revenue of the provinces, through the 
agency of Provincial Councils, had been inſtituted for the tem- 
porary and declared purpoſe of introducing another more per- 
manent mode, by an eaſy and gradual change; ſuch affirmation 
deing in direct contradiction to his repeatedly declared ſenſe, in 
the courſe of eight years, of the wiſdom of that inſtitution, of 
the neceſſity of never departing from it, and of his repeated : 
advice that it might be made perpetual by Act of Parliament.— 
Nor was the abolition of the ſaid Councils introduced ky any 
eaſy and gradual change, or, by any gradations Whatever, as 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings had falſely affirmed, in his letter of = 
the fifth of May, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty one, 
to have been always intended, but was ſudden and unprepared, 
and inſtantly accompliſhed by a ſingle act of power of him the : 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, and before the yearly collection was 
finiſhed. 1 | 


That he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, having this arbitrarily 


and corruptly aboliſhed the ſaid Councils, did ſubſtitute in their 


lace a Committee of Revenue, conſiſting of four perſons ap- 


pointed by himſelf, on principles oppoſite to thoſe which he 
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had himſelf profeſſed, and with excluſive powers, tending to 


deprive the members of the Supreme Council of a due know- 


ledge of, and inſpection into the management of the territorial 
revenues veſted by the Legiſlature in the Governor General and 
Council, and, in effect, to veſt the ſame ſolely and entirely in 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings ; though the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
had before aſſigned the neceſſity of ſuch knowledge, and of 


the immediate obſervation and direction of the General Council 


at Calcutta, as a reaſon for aboliſhing the General Board of 


| Revenue at Muxadavad; and he the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
did alſo appoint a native, of an infamous character, generally 


diſtruſted, hated, and feared, in the province, and whom the 


ſaid Warren Haſtings knew to be of ſuch ill character, called 
Gunga Govind Sing, to be Duan to the ſaid Committee, an of- 
fice of great power and truſt, and of ſuch a nature, that the 
Committee aforeſaid muſt chiefly rely upon the Integrity and 
fidelity of the perſon who fills it, for the due execution of their 
functions in collecting the revenue, and preſerving the ſubjects 
5 from oppreſſion.— That he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did in- 
veſt the ſaid Committee of four perſons, in the fulleſt manner, 
with all the powers and authority of the Governor General and 
Council, and thereby took the general management and cogni- 
nizance of the revenue out of the Supreme Council, and de- | 
f prived the members thereof, of the means of acquiring ſuch 
N knowledge of the ſtate of the revenue buſineſs, AS might enable Ty 


them to execute the proper duty of their office, or any know- 
ledge thereof whatſoever, without great difficulty and diſcou- 


ragement.— That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, by thus delegating - 
: the powers of the Supreme Council to a Board conf iſting of 


perſons appointed by himſelf, or any other Board, acted in direct 


diſobedience to the lawful orders of the Court of Directors, his 5 


maſters and employers, and, in open contempt and defiance 


of an Act of Parliament « of the thirteenth your of His preſent 
Majeſty. 


"gt. immediately after the death we the late Colonel EM 
Monſon, in September, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy 


| ſix, by which the number of the Governor General and Coun- 


dil was reduced to four perſons, and continued fo until April, 


one 


E 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy nine, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, for the pretended purpoſe of obtaining accurate ſtates I 

ef the real value of the lands, as the grounds on which a new |! 
ſettlement of the provinces was to be conſtructed, but, in reality, 


and in breach of his truſt and duty, to draw into his own hands | 

the ſole ordering, management, and government of the territo- I 
Nv rial acquiſitions and revenues, did depute into all parts of the 3 
il | provinces, a great number of native officers, under the title of | 4 
i Aumeens, appointed by, and accountable to, himſelf only, and | 2 
il | armed with powers of a dangerous, arbitrary, and tyrannical : 
* nature, to inquire into the circumſtances, rents, and profits of - ; 
b every man's eſtate, and to compel a diſcovery thereof, by arreſt- i 
a mg and puniſhing thoſe who ſhould dare to oppoſe or difobey f 
. what was ſtyled by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, the orders of Go- |: 
| | hy vernment.— That the pretended purpoſe aforeſaid was the more 9 
1 f manifeſtly falſe, becauſe the ſaid Warren Haſtings had, up- 
1 wards of a year before this appointment of Aumeens, informed 
| 1 -- he Court of Directors, by a plan, dated the twenty- ſecond of 5 
| 5 April, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy five, that the : 
=: zſcertaining the value of the ſeveral diſtricts had been ſufficiently 
| +... accompliſhed : and, the falſehood of the ſaid pretended pur- 1 
| poſe is ſtill more evident, becauſe the ſaid Warren Haſtings | : 
x well knew, and was perfectly convinced in his own jugdement : 
i . and opinion, that there was not any truſt to be put in the ac- 
0 counts delivered in by the Aumeens ; and, that no dependance 
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could be placed on that mode of inquiry, as he knew that Au- 
meens were not to be truſted. 
. ſuppoſing an actual valuation of all the dat property 
of Bengal to be, at any time, a juſt or neceſſary meaſure, and 
| that it had not been, as the ſaid Warren Haſtings declared it had 
„ been, ſufficiently accompliſhed, yet, when he aſſumed the power 
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bf appointing, and did actually nominate and appoint, the per- 
l| „„ who were to execute ſuch a meaſure, and inveſted them i 
with an arbitrary and univerſal power of inveſtigation, coercion, 
and puniſhment, which gave them all means of fraud, vexation, 
and cruelty; it was more peculiarly and indiſpenſably neceſſary, 

| and the bounden duty of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, to appoint 

4 none but men of the beſt, or, at leaſt, of irreproachable and 

| unſuſpected 
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unſuſpected characters, to an office of ſuch exorbitant Dower 
| and authority; notwithſtanding which, and in neglect of ſuch 
I his bounden duty, and to the ſcandal of Government, to the en- 
| couragement of all miſbehaviour and miſconduct in office, he 
q the ſaid Warren Haſtings did nominate and actually appoint 
4 tothe principal ſuperintendance of this buſineſs, a perſon, called 
* Gunga Govind Sing, whom the ſaid Warren Haſtings knew to 


be a perſon of infamous character, and to he loaded with gene- 
ral reproaches, as aforeſaid, and who had been before diſmiſſed, 
for miſconduct, from an office which he held in the revenue de- | 
partment. 1 | 
That the ſaid Warten Haſtings well knew, and was ſatisfied 5 
in his judgement, that granting long leaſes of the lands, was 
more for the intereſt of the Eaſt-India Company, as well as 
more conducive to the eaſe of the inhabitants, than the mode of 
annnal ſettlements; and has declared, amongſt many other rea- 
ſons and arguments, that the farmer who holds his farm for one 
year only, having no intereſt | in the next, takes what he can 
with the hand of rigour; which, even in the execution of legal 
claims, is often equivalent to violence; that ſuch farmer is under 
the neceſſity of being rigid, and even cruel; that he will be 
tempted to exceed the bounds of right, and to augment his i in- 
come by irregular exactions, and by racking the tenants; and 
that the diſcouragement, which tenants feel from being tranſ- 
ferred every year to new landlords, contributes to injure the 
cultivation, and diſpeople the lands : notwithſtanding which, 
and in neglect of his duty to, and in diſregard to the intereſt of, 
the Eaſt-India Company, and the eaſe and welfare of the inha- 
bitants, as well as in manifeſt contradiction to all his own pro- 
feſſions and declarations on the ſubject, he the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings did approve of the Report of the Committee of Reve- 
8 nues which he had appointed in the year one thouſand ſeven a 
5 hundred and eighty one, and to whoſe diſcretion he had left it, 
to fix the term for which the enſuing ſettlement ſhould be made; 
which Committee declared, that, with reſpect to the period of | 
the leaſes in general, to limit them to one year would be the 
belt period. 
„ in thus Fxpproving the ſaid recommended ſettlement, he, 
the 
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the ſaid Warren Haſtings did not hold himſelf baund or re- 
| ſtrained by the orders of the Court of Directors, but acted 
upon his own diſcretion; and, did again exerciſe that diſcretion, 
in particular inſtances, and for partial, intereſted, and corrupt 
purpoſes, againſt bis approved general ſettlement for one year, 
10 by granting perpetual leaſes: and he the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
5 did, for ſuch partial, intereſted, and corrupt purpoſes, grant 
1 perpetual leaſes of farms and zemindaries to perſons ſpecially 
* favoured by him; and particularly, he the ſaid Warren Haſ- 
„ tings ſo granted a perpetual leaſe of the zemindary of Bahar- 
bund, to Canto Baboo, on very low terms; which ſaid Canto 
| Baboo was then banyan, or ſteward, to | the ſaid Warren Haf- 
: tings. ; 

| That, in all theſe rranfuftions, the ſaid Wands Haſtings, | 
| Krſt, as Preſident of the Preſidency of Fort William, and after- 
| | | wards as Governor General, has corruptly and wilfully pro- 
| ceeded, in violation of his duty to the Eaſt-India Company, 
ZS maſters and employ ers; in diſobedience to their orders, to 
| tune great loſs and damage in their revenues; in defiance and con- 

| 
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| tempt of an Act of Parliament; to the vexation, oppreſſion, 
l' and deſtruction of the inhabitants of Bengal; in contradiction 
bh „„ perverſion of his own declared ſenſe of duty and true po- 
licy; and, to the great ſcandal and reproach of the Britiſh go- 
160 . vernment in India: and, that in all and each of the ſaid tranſac- 
3 tions, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, was, and is, guilty of hig® 
5 crumes and miſdemeanors, 5 
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name of the Subah of Oude, was, on or about the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſixty four, governed by a native 


M ahomedan prince or viceroy, a great chief of the Mogul 
empire, and Vizier thereof, called the Nabob Vizier Suja ul 
Dowla, which Suja ul Dowla having been defeated in bat- 


tle, and expelled from his dominions, by the arms of the Eaſt- 


India Company, and being afterwards, by thoſe acting under 


that Company, reftored to his government, did, on or about 


the year one thouſand ſe ven hundred and ſeventy tliree, enter 

into a treaty with the Eaſt-India Company, commonly called 
the treaty of Benares, by which the ſaid Company did, under 
certain conditions and ſtipulations, and for a certain annual ſub- 
ſidy in the ſaid treaty expreſſed, agree to maintain a body of 


Britiſh troops for the defence of his territories; and the ſaid Vi- 


zier Suja ul Dowla did, by the aſſiſtance of the Eaſt- India 
Company's forces, as alſo in conſideration of money to them paid, 


or to be paid, obtain ſeveral large acceſſions to his dominions, 


namely, the territories of Rohilcund, the Duab Corah Khorrah, 


and Allahabad: 


And whereas the ſaid Suja ul Dowla, in or about the month 
of February, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy five, died 
poſſeſſed of the territories aforeſaid; and his ſon, Aſoph ul 
Dowla, did ſucceed to the ſame, and, by the influence of the 
Eaſt- India Company on the Mogul Emperor, obtained a grant 
of the dignity and authority of Vizier, which his father had 
poſſeſſed ; and the ſaid Aſoph ul Dowla having been chiefly | 
ſupported in the ſucceſſion, and eſtabliſhed in the dignity afore-. 
ſaid, by the power and influence of the ſaid Eaſt-India Com- 


pany, and from the internal and external circumſtances of his 


country, finding ſuch aſſiſtance as had formerly been given to 
his father by the ſaid Company become abſolutely neceſſary, did, 


W HEREAS 4 certain territory in India, known by the 
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on the twenty firſt of May, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
ſeventy five, make a new treaty with the Eaſt-India Company, 1 
for the ſupport, on certain conditions, and the payment of a 
certain ſubſidy, of a brigade of their troops to be employed in : 
his defence, and did afterwards conſent to take other large bodies 
of troops belonging to the ſaid Company into his pay: 

And whereas the ſaid Aſoph ul Dowla did very ſoon become, 
in his own eſtimation, and in that of the neighbouring poten- 
tates, as well as in the opinion of the Britiſh Government of 


| Bengal, adependant on the Eaſt-India Company, as in truth 
f and in fact he ſubſtantially was; and the Engliſh name and 
1 character were reputed to be, and were concerned in every act 
* 


of his government, and the influence and power of the Go- 15 
vernor General and Council of Fort William were immediately 1 
or mediately ſufficient to all acts of authority within the ſaid |: 

province of Oude and its dependencies, and were, in fact, both | 


N — . ————— ͤ (KÄT—ẽ 
rr 5 8 
2 — — — —— 8 5 Wo IE 
— = 
— ; 


0 mediately and immediately employed for the ſame; and the 
I | Governor General and Council were bound by their duty, and 
i | byy the regard which they ought to have had to the honour of the 
=: Engliſh name, to provide for the good order and proſperity of 
„ 1 the provinces, from whence this nation did derive eminent ad- 
| 1 |. | vantages, and to take proper meaſures that the troops kept up 
RF as aforeſafd, ſhould not, by their exceſſive number, their ill 
| compoſition, their ill diſtribution, their ill diſcipline, or their 


1 FCeconompy, become a grievance to the country they were intend- 
| ed to protect; and it was the bounden duty of the ſaid Governor 
General and Council to take care that the eaſe, ſecurity, and 
honour of the Prince and his family ſhould be conſulted and pro- 
vided for; and it was contrary to the clear duty of the ſaid Go- 
vernor General and Council, and of any or all of them, in any- 
_ wiſe to countenance or ſuffer, much more to authorize and direct, 
any acts of oppreflion or peculation within the ſaid provin- | 
des; 
And whereas the ſaid province of Oude was, at the beginning 
of the Britiſh interference therein, in a flouriſhing condition with 
regard to culture, commerce, and population, and the territo« 
ries added to that province by the Britiſh power, were particu- 
kr and ee diſtinguiſhed for their high cultivation, and 


their 
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Aheir conſequent opulence; and the ſaid Company's Government 


| was particularly bound to the protection and good government 

| of countries, which by them were taken from their original - 
rulers, and given over to the charge of another authority de- 

| pendant on the ſaid Company: but the ſaid countries did, from 


the time in which they ought to have profited by the ſaid pro- 
; I tection, moſt rapidly decline, and did fall into a moſt miſerable 
ſtate of decay, indigence, waſte, and depopulation : And this ill 

| 1 ſtate of things was, in a great meaſure, owing to the criminal ' 
acts and criminal neglects of Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, late 
Governor General of Bengal, and his agents—for he the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, entertaining baſe and corrupt views of profit 1 
to himſelf, and to the evil inſtruments of his power, from the 4 
wealth of thoſe provinces, from the good adminiſtration of which 
he ought to have looked for honour to himſelf, and to his coun- 
try, did, upon receiving a repreſentation in writing from the 
then Britiſh Reſident, John Briſtow, Eſquire, dated twenty- 
ſecond January, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy ſeven, 
concerning the diſordered ſtate of the faid provinces, ariſing from : 
the neglects of the Nabob Vizier, the ſaid Aſoph ul Dowla, and 
the exceflive power and miſmanagement of his favourites, per- 
ſons of no worth, and known to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and | 
by him often declared to be of that deſcription; in which repre- _ 
2 ſentation the ſaid Briſtow declared, that the only remedy for 
the ſaid diſorders was to be found in the aſſiſtance and protection 

of the Engliſh; he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, inſtead of afford - 
ing the ſaid aſſiſtance and protection, and ſupporting and encou- 
raging the ſaid Briſtow in making ſuch true and judicious re- 
preſentations as might lead to a uſeful and effectual reform of the 
ſaid abuſes, and inſtead of inſtructing and authorizing him the 
ſaid Briſtow to take fit meaſures for preventing the growth of 
the ſaid abuſes, and thereby preſerving the ſaid country from | im- 
pending ruin, did, maliciouſly and againſt his duty, diſcounte- 
nance he ſaid Briſtow, by removing him, ſoon after he had 
made the faid repreſentation, from his office of Reſident aforeſaid, 
1 |} contrary to the ſtanding orders of the Court of Directors, and 
vwithout any complaint; and he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did 

g wiltully —— to take any effectual meaſures for che redreſs of 
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the grievances of the ſaid provinces, or rectifying the abuſes 
| ſubſiſting therein; and the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in contempt 


of the ſaid lawful authority, did inſiſt that the Company's Re- 
ſident at Oude was a repreſentative character, and ought to be 
of his own nomination and not of theirs, and that he ought to 
have, and would have, in that office a perſon of his own choice, 


and in whom he could place confidence, or to that effect. And 


he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did accordingly appoint to the ſaid 
office a creature of his pwn, namely, Nathaniel Middleton, 
Eſquire, being the more eſpecially a fit inſtrument for his evil 


| purpoſes, as having on a former occaſion preferred the advan- 
tages which he might derive from the fayour of the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings to his duty, and refuſed to deliver to the lawful autho- 


Tity of the Council General, from him requiring it, his correſ- 


pondence with the ſaid Warren Haſtings, whilſt he the ſaid Mid- 


dleton was Reſident in Oude, during the lifetime of the afore- 


ſaid Nabob Vizier Suja ul Dowla, but delivered the ſame private- 
ly to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, to be by him deſtroyed or ſup- 


preſſed, and the ſame hath been ſince ſuppreſſed or deſtroyed ; 


and he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did fend the ſaid Middleton into 
Oucde, in the character and capacity of Reſident and Collector 
of the Company's aſſignments in that province; but no effectual 


proviſion was made in this new appointment, or in conſequence 


thereof, to relieve the diſtreſſes of the country, or to check the 


diſorders i in its government, which diſtreſſes and diſorders were 
daily increaſing: 

And whereas the ſaid Nabob Vizier Afoph ul Dowla did, in or 
about the month of November, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 


ſeventy nine, repreſent in writing to the ſaid Warren Haſtings 


the declining ſtate of his country, and the extreme diſtreſs of 
his Court, dependants, and family, in ſtrong and moving terms, 


and did therein detail ſeveral affecting particulars of the ſaid 


diſtreſs, as by reference to the ſaid repreſentation will appear z 


and the ſaid repreſentation the Reſident at Oude did declare to be 


true; and the truth therepf the ſaid Warren Haſtings did not 
at the time attempt to controvert, and he hath ſince directly ad- 
mitted that the ſaid repreſentation was founded in truth; yet, 

_ notwithſtanding, the repreſentation, atteſtation, and admiſſion 
| Herald, 
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1 
aforeſaid, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, maliciouſly and corruptly 
intending and contriving to oppreſs the ſaid Nabob Vizier Afoph 
ul Dowla, his family and his country, for his own evil purpoſes, 
and that he might, by increaſing diſorder in the Government of 
Oude, drive the ſaid Aſoph ul Dowla to the neceſſity of pur- 
chafing his mercy and forbearance, did, poſitively, and in a moſt 
inſolent and offenſive manner, in his minutes of the tlifr- 
teenth and fifteenth of December, one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and ſeventy- nine, refuſe to afford to the ſaid Nabob Vizier the 
relief by him humbly and earneſtly ſolicited, or any the ſmalleſt 
part or portion thereof; and though he did attribute the diſtreſſes 
of the country, which diſabled the Vizier, the ſaid Suja ul 
Dowla, from maintaining the eſtabliſhments by him complained 
of, to the vices of the ſaid Vizier's own character, which had 
influenced his government, yet he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did 
niither purſue any effectual meaſure whatever for correcting the 
| vices of the ſaid Nabob's Government, nor for enabling him, by 
a better ceconomy, to ſupport the burden which he thus, againſt. 
his will, continued upon this degraded Prince, and the undone 
inhabitants of his country; notwithſtanding that the authority 
and influence of the ſaid Warren Haſtings was full as compe- 
tent in right, and as juſtifiable at the leaſt in practice, to protect 
the conntry of Oude from waſte and oppreſſion, as to load it 
with the burden of military eſtabliſhments authoriſed by no 
treat y, ſtipulation, or agreement, and kept up againſt the 
ſtrongeſt remonſtrances of its Prince: And the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, falſely pretending that the danger of the Company's, 
affairs, and their inability to charge themſelves with forces, which 
he did aſſert to be neceſſary, did oblige and compel the ſaid Na- 
: bob Viz ier to keep pp the ſame; when he did at another time, 
x and after he had received bribes from the ſaid Nabob Vizier and 
: his Miniſters, that is to ſay, in his letter to Edward Wheler, 
Eſquire, dated the twenty-ninth of November, one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and eighty one, and at ſundry other times ſince, | 
declare, that the keeping up the eſtabliſhments aforeſaid was 
ruinous to the country of Oude; an injury, not an advantage; 
a burden, and not a reſource, to the Company's revenues; and 
1 | that 
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mat the reduction and diſbanding of the ſame would be an in- 


ſtant relief to our pecuniary diſtreſſes, or to that effect. 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in ordet to prevent any far- 


ther remonſtrances concerning the grievances, which he was 
bound to hear, and which he was able, and ought to have been 


willing, to redreſs, did, for his ſaid corrupt, oppreſſive, and ty- 


rannical purpoſes, on the records of the ſaid Company, declare, 
| that the ſaid remonſtrances, and the ſeaſon . they were made in, 
did give cauſe for the moſt alarming ſuſpicions ; and he the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did ſtigmatize as incendiaries, and did threaten 
that he would, as far as his influence could produce that effect, 
bring to puniſhment thoſe who adviſed ſuch remonſtrances, or 
employed words or declarations to that purpoſe ; thereby not 
only refuſing to relieve the diſtreſſes of the country, but endea- 
| vouring even to prevent complaint from being brought to the ears 


of the Council of Bengal, or to the Court of Directors at home. 


That, notwithſtanding the menaces aforeſaid, farther remon- 
- ſtrances, on the part of the ſaid Nabob.of Oude, were made to 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings to the ſame purpoſe, and rejected as 
the former; namely, on the 24th of February, one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and eighty, as alſo on the 15th of May, in the 
| ſame year, and no relief was given, or attempted to be given, 
by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, on the ſaid ſubject, in any 


meaſure, or in any manner whatever, And the ſaid Warren 


Haſtings did continue the faid grievances until (according to his 
own opinion, given in writing, on the records of the Council 
books) he had little reaſon to be ſanguine i in his expeCtation, 
that even his own endeavours would be attended with much ſuc- 
_ ceſs, in reſtoring the ſaid country to its ancient condition, in any 
time he could ſpare for the purpoſe, or to that effect; confeſſing 
thereby the effects of his criminal refuſal to afford a timely re- 
lief to the diſtreſſes of Oude, which had been ſo frequently 4 : 
to e repreſented to him. | 
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ARTICLE NINTH. 


Trar a a year, or e ene after the laſt public re- 
monſtrance, and after the ſaid Warren Haſtings had attributed 
the ſufferings of Oude to the Nabob's own nature and charaCter, 
and branded the repreſenters of the grievances of Oude as in- 


cendiaries, and as perſons fit to be brought to puniſhment, and 


their requeſts at that ſeaſon as giving cauſe to the moſt alarm- | 
ing ſuſpicions, as aforeſaid, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, having - 


driven the parties complaining to ſuch diſtreſs as he thought 


might oblige them to offer bribes to him for their ranſom, did 
ſuddenly : and corruptly alter his language, although there was 
then no difference in the ſituation of affairs, with regard to 

foreign wars or enemies, from that in which they ſtood when he 
had refuſed all relief to the Vizier i in the peremptory and offen- 
ſive manner aforeſaid; and he did, in his minute of the twenty- 
firſt of May, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty one, him- 

ſelf repreſent the province of Oude as fallen into great diſorder 


and confuſion; and that its reſources were in an extraordinary | 
degree diminiſhed ; and did thereon propoſe in Council, himſelf 


and Mr, Wheler being at that time the only members, a dele- 
gation to himſelf, containing new, dangerous, and exorbitant 

powers, relative to the regulation of the affairs of the ſaid Na- 
bob of Oude, with ſuch authority to enforce the ſame as the 


Governor General and Council might or could exerciſe on occa- 
ſions in which they would be warranted to exerciſe the ſame by 


the claims which the ſaid Company hold, or may have, on the 
dominions of the ſaid Nabob ; and the ſaid Commiſſion did alſo 
give to the ſaid Warren Haſtings exorbitant general powers 
with regard to the making of treaties, and war and peace, and 
did declare, that all ſuch acts, and all ſuch engagements or trea- 


ties made as aforeſaid, ſhould be binding on the Governor General 


and Council, in the ſame manner, and as effeCtually, as if they 


had been paſſed and done by the ſpecial and immediate concur- 


rence. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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rence and actual ſanction of the Governor General and Council | 
in Council aſſembled. 
That the ſaid commiſſion, given as aforeſaid bs A ſaid War- 


ren Haſtings to himſelf, was deſtructive to the conſtitution of 


the ſaid Council, contrary to the ſtanding orders of the ſaid Eaſt- 


India Company, and to the act of the thirteenth of His preſent 
Majeſty, entitled, © An act for eſtabliſhing certain regulations 


ce for the better management of the affairs of the Eaſt-India 
« Company, as well in India as in Europe.” And the ſaid 


Warren Haſtings did himſelf conceive and underſtand, that 


the ſaid commiſſion was illegal, he having in his minute of the 


third of July, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty three, 
declared his opinion, that the whole power of the Government, 


on his departure, would legally veſt in his ſole colleague, Edward 


Wheler, Eſquire; and yet he did, in the ſame paper or minute, 
attempt to divide the powers which the ſaid Wheler poſſeſſed by 
the legal conſtitution of the Board, and to limit them to thoſe : 
not given, by the aforeſaid illegal commiſſion, to him the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, and that to make an unwarrantable and un- 
lawful agreement for a partition of the power between him 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and his ſaid colleague, which had been 

: by act of Parliament collectively and integrally given to the 
faid Governor General and Council in council duly aſſembled; | 
but the ſaid Warren Haſtings, foreſeeing that one or the other of 

| theſe divided authorities muſt be illegal; and the ſaid Wheler, 


not knowing with certainty whether, in the iſſue, that delegated 
to him might not be found inſufficient, he, the ſaid Warren Haſt- 


ings, in order to ſatisfy the faid Wheler, did contrive and deviſe 


an illegal remedy for any acts which the ſaid Wheler migh ille- 


gally perform, on the fuppoſition of the invalidity of his autho- 1 
rity, the ſame having been before, in its moſt eſſential parts, "| 
wholly delegated, in effect, to the faid Warren Haſtings, by en- 
gaging in a written inſtrument under his ſignature, that, ſo far as 
his the ſaid Warren Haſtings's ſanction ſhould be, or ſhould be 


deemed neceſſary, he the ſaid Wheler ſhould receive that fanc- 


tion of all his meaſures, or to that effect, though he the ſaid 


Warren Haſtings neither did nor could know what thoſe mea- 


ſures might be. 


And 
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And it does not appear that there was any jaftifible or even 


colourable act done by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in his negoci- | 


ations with the Vizier, in virtue of the aforeſaid illegal com- 
miſſion, which might not have been at leaſt equally well done, 


and with leſs queſtion as to its validity, by the Britiſh Reſident 


at the Court of Oude, or any other perſon deputed legally by 


him; by which unwarrantable aſſumption of unconſtitutional. 
and irregular power, wholly foreign to his ordinary duty, and 


wholly unneceſſary for any good or legitimate purpoſe, and his 
attempting to enforce and cover the ſame by, ſo many intricate 


and ſubtile devices, he did diſcredit the office of Governor Ge- 


neral, and the Britiſh Government, in the eyes of the natives of 
India, and in thofe of the Company's ſervants, by furniſhing a a 
ſtrong ground for ſuſpicion, that he did proceed, in propoſing 


and accepting this delegation, upon motives as corrupt and eri- 


minal as his commiſſion was illegial. 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings did proceed to meet the Vizier 


Aſoph ul Dowla, in conſequence of the ſaid illegal commiſſion, 
at a great and unneceſſary charge to the Eaſt-India Company, 
and did ſcandalouſly and corruptly take an unlawful gift or bribe 

n from the ſaid Vizier Aſoph ul Dowla and his Miniſters, to the 
: amount of one hundred thouſand pounds, or ſome other great 
ſum of money; and did on the nineteenth of September, one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty one, at a place called Chu- 


nar, enter into a treaty or agreement, commonly, called the 


Treaty of Chunar, in which he did conſent to certain propoſi- 
tions which, previous to the ſaid treaty, he had always refuſed, 
namely, either to the reduCtion of certain large bodies of troops = 


in the pay of the Nabob Vizier, or to the charging the expences 


of them, or ſome of them, on the Eaſt-India Company, and 
| withdrawing them from the dominions of the Nabob of Oude; 
which ſtipulation or treaty, if not agreeable to the true intereſt 
of the Eaſt-India Company, he was and is culpable for having 


made; but if the ſame was a treaty fit to be made, the ſame 
ought to have been by him faithfully kept and obſerved. Not- 
withſtanding which his treaty and agreement, he did, a very ſhort 


time after making the ſame, perfidiouſly, and to the diſhonour 


of this nation, violate his own and the public faith in putting 
M 


he « * 
1 \ 
L 90 |) 


the troeps aforeſaid; or ſome of them, or otlier troops equally 
burdenſome, on the eſtabliſhment of Oude, at a great charge to 
the ſaid Vizier Aſoph ul Dowla, and contrary to the true in- 
tent and meaning of the laid treaty, and contrary to the will and 
inclination of the ſaid Vizier, who being in entire fubjection to 
the faid Warren Haſtings, was obliged at length to g r 
rather to ſubmit, to whatever he ſhould direct. e 
And whereas the ſaid Warten Haſtings did engage, by the ff 
netic of the faid treaty, wholly to exonerate the ſaid Vizier 
from the charge of all Engliſh gentlemen in a civil or military 
capacity (with certain exceptions in the article made,) who re- 
eei ved penſions or allowances from the revenues of Oude, ad- 
| mitting the ſame to be an intolerable burden on the Vizier; 
. ne the ſaid Warren Haſtings, having no regard to the faith 


of his engagements entered into by him on the part of the Eaſt- 
1 India Company, but ſolely intent on the purſuit of his own cor- 
5 rupt purpoſes, did at ſeveral times impoſe a new, or did ſuffer to | 
continue ſundry penſions and allowances, over and above thoſe 
=: ſpecially provided in the ſaid article, to the amount of one hun- 
IM dred and forty thouſand pounds ſterling by the year, or ſome 
other great ſum, the ſaid Warren Haſtings deceitfully pretending = 
that he was unapprized of the exiſtence of the ſame, until by 
the recriminatory accuſations of Mr. John Briſtow and Mr. Wil- 
nam Cooper he did confeſs himſelf compelled to acknowledge = 
his having authoriſed certain penſions, whichihe had thus perfi- 
diouſly and oppreſſively impoſed, and which were an ner 
able charge on this revenue er Oude. 1 1 
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ARTICL E TENTH. 


ticle of the aforeſaid treaty of Chunar, did agree to permit the 


| Nabob of Oude to reſume ſuch landed eſtates, called jaghires, 
as to him the ſaid Nabob might appear to be neceſſary ; ; yet he 
the ſaid Warren Haſlings did afterwards take away the uſe of the 
diſcretion reſerved to the Nabob in this important point, relating 
ſolely to his own internal authority and juriſdiction, and to the 
protection which he owed to his ſubjects, and did violently com- 
pel the ſaid Nabob to an univerſal confiſcation of the ſaid jag- 
Hires or landed eſtates; and the Nabob did accordingly, by and 
under the compulſion of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, univerſally 
confiſcate all eſtates of that deſcription, in breach of his the 
Nabob's faith; who having been driven, by the demands of the 
Company, during the reſidency of Mr. Purling, to make a tem- 
porary ſeizure of the profits of the lands aforeſaid, did then 
give his bonds and obligations for the repayment thereof, and did 
add his ſolemn aſſurance, that he would never again reſort to the : 


like oppreſlive meaſure. 


That in the number of perſons fo diſpoſſeſſed of their . 
by ſuch confilcation, were comprehended the neareſt relations of 
the Nabob himſelf, and the ancient friends and dependants of 
his family; and the annual value of the ſaid eſtates amounted to | 
four hundred and thirty-five thouſand pounds ſterling, or ſome _ 
other large ſum of money, according to an old valuation; but 5 
they were in reality found to yield conſiderably more: and the 
ſaid perſons thus violently ſtripped of their property (many 
of them of high birth and quality, and the greateſt part having 
no other maintenance) were reduced to ſuch extreme diſtreſs, as 
to be obliged to ſubſiſt on the ſale of their moveables or on 
alms: and the confiſcated lands being put on rack rents, the peo- 


ple, inhabitants thereof, were grievouſly oppreſſed ; and univerſal 


| \ ND Sha 1 ſaid 1 5390 by the fecand ar- 
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diſcontent, and the greateſt confuſion, did enſue throughout the 
whole country, long agitated and waſted, and in which much 
blood was ſhed; and, in particular, the commotions excited by 
the Rajah Bulbudder Sing did wholly ariſe from the aforeſaid ar- 


bitrary, and unjuſt, and perfidious meaſure, 
That the Nabob Vizier did frequently petition the ſaid War- 


ren Haſtings to be permitted to reſtore the ſaid jaghires to their 
original proprietors, but for a long time without effect; and 


when he was at length permitted, by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
to reſtore certain of then, it was but | in an | imperfect and ſeanty 


meaſure, 
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ARTICLE ELEVENTH. 


| Tur by a certain article in the treaty of Chunar aforeſaid, 
it was in effect and ſubſtance provided, that the Nabob Vizier 
ſhould ſubmit to intruſt the management of his revenue and trea- 
fury to a certain Miniſter of his, or one appearing as a Mini- 
ſter of his the ſaid Nabob's, called Hyder Beg Khan, who was 
; withdrawn from the nba of his maſter the ſaid Nabob, and 


placed under the control of, and obliged to act with, the parti- 
cipation of the Britiſh Reſident ; and that, in ſundry other acts 


of his government, the ſaid Nabob was bound, by the ſaid ar- 
ticle in the ſaid treaty, to act with the concurrence of a Britiſh 


Reſident, without any expreſſed participation of the Miniſter ; 


and the ſaid article of the treaty aforeſaid, worded in looſe and 
ambiguous terms, was ſo intended by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
and in that light, or to that effect, it was by him repreſented in 
a letter by him written to Edward Wheler, Eſquire ; in which 
letter he did alſo repreſent the Britiſh interference or participa- : 
tion as an arrangement of affairs which would prove of greatet 
benefit to the Vizier than to the Britiſh Government: but the 
ſaid Vizier Aſoph ul Dowla, conſidering the ſame as a virtual 
ſurrender of his whole authority, either to the ſaid Hyder Beg 5 
Khan, or to the Britiſh Reſident, or in ſome caſes to both, did for : 
2 a conſiderable time withhold his aſſent from the ſaid agreement, E 
j and declined to put his ſeal to the ſame, until the ſaid Nathaniel 
Middleton, the Company's s Reſident at his Court, being then, as 
well as the ſaid Nabob Vizier, in the fame room with, and in the 
preſence of, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did aſſure the ſaid Nabob 
Vizier, in order to engage him to affix his ſeal to the ſaid treaty, 
that the ſaid article thereof was never intended to be put into 
execution, but that the ſaid Warren Haſtings was deſirous of 


having ſomething to ſhew to the Eaſt-India Company, as a com- 


penſation for the conceſſions in the ſaid treaty made to the ſaid 


Nabob Vizier, or words or expreſſions to that or an equivalent 


effect; > 
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effect; and the ſaid Nabob, under the faith of ſuch the aſſurances 
given by the ſaid Middleton, in the preſence of the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, did then execute the ſaid treaty, by affixing his ſeal 
thereto: and the ſaid, Warren Haſtings having, in order to give 
colour to the perfidious acts which he then meditated, did, not- 
withſtanding the ſaid aſſurance given by his own Reſident, in his 
own preſence, four days after the execution of. the faid treaty, 
that is, on the twenty-third day of September, one thouſand 


= ſeven hundred and eighty one, faithleſsly and fraudulently write 


a letter of inſtructions to that very Nathaniel Middleton Who 


: had given the verbal aſſurance aforeſaid, directing him ſubſtan- 


tially to carry into effect the ſaid article in its utmoſt rigour and 


the largeſt latitude of conſtruẽtion, throughout every department 
of the Vizier's government, charging him with a dreadful re- 


ſponſibilty, if he neglected to carry the ſame into execution | 


according to the ſaid inſtructions, and, the powers and authori- 
ties ordered to be exerciſed in the ſaid inſtructions, in and by 
| virtue of the article of the treaty which the ſaid Middleton 
had aſſured the Vizier was not to be carried into execution; 


and powers were in ſundry inſtances, in conſequence of, and 


in obedience to, ſuch order of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, ef- 
fectually exerciſed by the ſaid Nathaniel Middleton; and the 
ſaid mode of conducting a treaty, and the ſubſequent acting 
thereon, were full of fraud and duplicity, unworthy, baſe, and 
treacherous, and had a tendency to bring the Britiſh faith and 


name into diſrepute, and to fill the country powers, dependant 
and independant, with a fixed diſtruſt of all treaties and en- 


gagements entered into with the Britiſn nation: and the ſaid 


Warren Haſtings, with an intent to cover the true nature of 


5 the tranſaction aforeſaid at Chunar from the Court of Direc- 
tors, did deſtroy or wilfully conceal and withhold from the ſaid 
Court, and doth ſtill wilfully conceal and withhold, or cauſe 
to be withheld, from the ſaid Court, the original papers and 


documents by him referred to in his correſpondence, and on the 


matter of which the ſaid treaty was made, as alſo the original 


treaty itſelf, — to . ang 50 his 1 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE TWELFTH. 


Axp whereas the ſaid Warren Haſtings was of opinion, or 


did pretend to be of opinion, that the appointment of Britiſh 


officers to command the ſaid Nabob of Oude's troops, was a moſt | 
pernicious. meaſure to the ſervice in general ; yet he, the ſaid 
Warren Haftings, in contradiction to his own opinion and judge- 
ment, did not only take a principal part in the original eſtabliſnu- 


ment of that arrangement, but did propoſe to place ſundry large 
eſtabliſhments of troops in the Nabob's ſervice and pay, under 


Britiſh officers, who were not to be ſubject to the orders of the 
{aid Eaſt - [ndia Campany, or to the ſame military juriſdiction, or 
diſpoſition and diſcipline, to which the ſaid Company's troops 
Were ſubject, but were wholly ſeparated from the ſame; - and he 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, under colour of recommendation, did 
appoint Major, afterwards Lientenant-colonel, Alexander. Han- . 
nay to the command of the ſaid corps, and did appoint Captain NM 
Balfour and Captain Lumſdaine to command in the faid battalions | 
under the ſaid Major Hannay; but did, contrary to his duty and 


his conſcience, and his own opinion of what was conducive to 


the good of the ſervice, on the ſuggeſtion of Major Oſborne, an 

officer in the fervice of the Eaſt-India Company, propoſe, 
Middleton, to the Nabob Vizier, to eſ- 
d ſervice a body or battalion of troops, un- 
: der the command of the officer aforeſaid ; but the ſaid Nabob, on 
the propoſition being made to him, Aid for ſome time decline 


giving any anſwer, but did at length totally reject the ſaid plan 


or propoſal, and the ſaid Major Oſborne did thereon repeat his 
requeſt to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, requiring in effect a new 
and more authoritative and peremptory requiſition on the fubjeCt; 
and the ſaid Warren Haſtings, againſt the remonſtrances of two 
of his colleagues, ſtating the hardſhip to the Vizier in forcing 
the ſaid battalion on the ſaid Vizier, contrary: to his declared 
- pleaſure, 
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pleaſure, did, by his caſting vote, carry the ſame; and accof- 
|| | dingly a letter was written in the name of the Board to the Reſi- 
dent, to renew the demand in ſuch a manner as to render the 

ſame effectual; and one to the Vizier, to the ſame or a like ef- 
1 fe j and the faid Vizier was reluctantly obliged to ſubmit to 
| | this iniquitous, and uncoloured, and oppreſſive demand, 

That the faid Warren Haſtings was well informed, that when 
the expence of the Company's temporary brigade did, in the 
year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy nine, increaſe in 
| the ſum of eighty thouſand pounds ſterling above the efta- 
|  bliſhed eſtimate, and that the charge of the aforeſaid corps of | 
[ the Nabob's own troops under Britiſh officers, were in that year | 
increaſed in the enormous ſum of forty thouſand pounds above 


| the eſtimate, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did wilfully and crimi- 
| © nally neglect to make any inquiry how the increaſe did ariſe, or | 
5 to purſue any meaſure for the prevention of the growth of the | 
=. | laid ſhameful expence in future. | 


5 That though complaints were made to the laid 8 Hat 
-_ tings concerning the conduct of the corps under the ſaid Major 
| | Oſhorne, which had been raiſed by the influence and under the 
„ authority of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, accuſing them of com- 
[| mitting divers depredations on the country they were appointed | 
to protect; but the ſaid Warren Haſtings did wilfully and cor- 
ruptly decline to make any inquiry into the grounds of the ſaid || 
| complaints, or to call the ſaid Major Oſborne to account for the 
= ſame, but did endeavour, after the complaint made of the miſ- 
a. chief done by the former, to appoint another corps for the ſame, 
| or a ſimilar ſervice, and on | the fame Tooting, 1 in favour of Cap- 
tain Clarke. f 
That the PD CY Warren Haſtings, . the ſeveral corps afore- | ; 
ſaid had, according to agreement, been diſbanded, and after he . N 
5 © made an agreement to withdraw certain large bodies of the 
Company's regular troops from the pay and the dominions of the 
Vizier, he did, ſome time in the year one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and eighty four, in order to elude the ſaid agreement, and 
to re-eſtabliſh troops of that deſcription, in breach of his duty, 
and in contradiction of his own repeated declarations of the miſ- 


chiefs incident to troops under European officers, in the ſervice 
of 
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of the Nabob of Oude, and notwithſtanding his experience of 

the ill effects which had actually been produced by the original 

_ eſtabliſhment of ſuch troops, did cauſe a battalion of ſoldiers 
under Britiſh officers, commanded by Captain Polhill, to be put 
upon the eſtabliſhment of the Vizier, and great diforders and 
mutinies in the ſaid corps did enſue; nor was a remedy found 
for the ſame, until the ſaid battalion was broke, and entirely di- 

| banded. TY Wo” 
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proſperity the ſaid 


ARTICLE THIRTEENTH. 


Axvp whereas the ſaid Warren Haſtings was well aware that 
the orders of the Court of Directors of the Eaſt-India Compa- 
ny, Which he was bound ſubſtantially, and with good faith, to 
obey, did ſtrictly forbid that any military officers in their ſervice 
ſhould hold any office] or ſhare in the collection of revenue, 
within the provinces under their juriſdiction : and the ſaid order 
was wiſely and providently made, as well for the benefit of the 
revenue, as for preſervation of diſcipline in the ſaid officers, and | 

for ſecurity of the natives from oppreſſion : 
And whereas the dominions and territories of the ſaid Nabob : 
of Oude were under the protection of the Eaſt· India Company, 
and in a ſtate of real dependence on the ſaid Company: or of 
thoſe who exerciſed their authority 


And whereas the ſaid Company hada valuable intereſt in the ak; 


| perity of the aforeſaid territories, as well as in that of the provin- 
ces immediately under their juriſdiction, and which intereſt and 
4 W arren Haſtings was in duty bound to attend 
to, and was bound alſo religiouſly to abſtain from any act which 
had a tendency to the pre} judice thereof; yet he the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, intending to procure exceſſive and unlawful profits to 
Alexander Hannay aforeſaid, and for that purpoſe, by ſubtilety, 
artifice, and fraud, to defeat the true intent and meaning of the 
Company's ſalutary orders, and to corrupt the diſcipline of the 
army in the dominions of their allies in the firſt inſtance, and 


ultimately in their own, not content with having as aforeſaid, 
againſt his own conſcience, judgement and opinion, by his influ- 
ence and power eſtabliſhed the corps under the ſaid Hannay in 


the ſaid Nabob Vizier's ſervice, did alſo ſoon after or about the 
time of the ſaid appointment of the ſaid Hannay, or ſome other 
time while the ſaid Hannay did hold and exerciſe the ſaid milita- 5 
ry command, by the ſame his overbearing power and influence, 
— Tocommens 


[ 99 ] 


recommend him the ſaid Hannay to the general farms, or eol- 
lection of revenue of two great provinces in the dominions of the 
ſaid Nabob of Oude, called Baraitch and Gorucpore, and did 
procure him to be appointed thereto 3 which laſt- mentioned ap- 
pointment, according to the evil cuſtoms which prevailed for 
ſome time in that country, and did then prevail, did alſo com- 


prehend, or was complicated with, ſeveral arbitrary, unlawful, 


and miſchievous powers and authorities, unfit to be held or ex- 


erciſed by any perſon, much leſs by a Britiſh ſubject and ſervant 


of the ſaid Eaſt- India Company, which did particularly expoſe 
military officers commanding therein to the temptation of lucre, 


by peculation, and did expoſe the people who were thus put under 


a foreigner , a perſon evidently protected by a power ſtronger than 
the native government of the country, to oppreſſion, without 
other control than what might ariſe from the mere perſonal diſ- 


_ of the ſaid forvigh farmer general and military com- 


Aud he ſaid Hannay having ks an ill uſe of the united ex- 


orbitant powers aforeſaid, in the heavy oppreſſion of the inhabi- 
tants of the ſaid provinces of Baraitch aud Gorucpore; ; and the 
ſaid Nabob Vizier, on complaint thereof, having removed the 
ſaid Hannay from his ſaid office of farmer and collector of reve- 
nue, was, with much reluctance, and notwithſtanding many bit 


ter complaints by him made, obliged, through the influence and 
power of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, again to reſtore him the ſaid 


_ Hennay to the occupation and authority from which, for his 


ſaid miſconduct, he had been removed; and the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, inſtead of taking any meaſures to check or control in 


ſuture the exorbitant and abuſed power of the ſaid Hannay, 
whom he had thus forcibly obtruded a ſecond time into the ma- : 
nagement of the ſaid Nabob's revenues, did, on the twenty-ſixth 
day of April, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty, write a 


letter to the ſaid Nabob, expreſſing his ſatisfaction at his reſtora- 


tion of the ſaid Hannay to the employment to which he the ſaid 


Warren Haſtings had originally recommended him, and that he 
conſidered the ſame as an attention to that recommendation, tel- 


: ling the ſaid Nabob, in an inſolent and overbearing manner, that 


it was not his intention to force, or even to influence his choice 


N 2 . (after 
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(after he had in fact not only influenced but forced his choice), 
but that if he did employ the ſaid Hannay, he the ſaid Nabob 


ſhould convince him the ſaid Hannay, as well as the immediate 


rulers of the country which he was to ſuperintend, and above all, 
the people about his the ſaid Nabob's perſon and court, that he 


placed an implicit confidence in his, the ſaid Hannay's zeal for 


his ſervice : with ſeveral other expreſſions and ſuggeſtions in the 


ſaid letter contained (as by the ſaid letter, reference thereto being 
had, will more fully appear) ſtrongly diſcouraging the com- 


plaints of thoſe who alone could make any complaints with effect, 
he the ſaid Warren Haſtings not having in any known manner 
inquired into the truth and juſtice of former complaints, plainly 
buy bim implied in the ſaid letter to have been made; but, on the 
contrary, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in the faid letter, | 
accuſe perſons i in the ſaid Nabob's Court of intereſted views and 
incendiary deſigns; and did attempt, without any reaſon or 
5 ground, to take away all credit from their future repreſentations, 
inſtead of making the courſe of complaint eaſy to the unhappy 


perſons ſubjected to ſuch unlimited and arbitrary command, ex- 


erciſed by a perſon recommended thereto by himſelf, as his gene- 


ral duty, and his particular 55 TYy - in ſuch a caſe bound 
him to do. 


And whereas the faid Warren Haſtings,” on or about the time 
that the ſaid Hannay was removed as aforeſaid from his farm, or 
other collection of revenue in the provinces of. Baraitch and Go- 5 
rucpore, that is, on or about the latter end of the year one thou- 1 
ſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy nine, did find the burden of | 
maintaining the detached corps under European officers, of which ; 
the ſaid Hannay's battalions compoſed a principal, if not the 
larger part; and the ſaid Nabob did ſignify, or cauſe to be ſig- 
nified, to the faid Warren Haſtings, that the ſaid detached 


bodies of troops, under their European officers, brouglit 


nothing but confuſion into the affairs of his Government, 
and were entirely their own maſters; praying that he might 
be relieved from the burden of thoſe, along with that of other 
troops in tlie memorial or repreſentation mentioned, which the 
faid Warren Haſtings did underſtand and declare to include 


{pecially the corps under the ſaid Hannay, and thoſe under the 


ſaid 
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ſaid Oſborne, and certain other corps; he the ſaid Warren Haſ- 

| tings did not only diſregard the faid requeſt, to which he ought 

to have attended, but did declare the fame to be totall y inadmiſ- 

ſible, though no part of the reaſons or pretences aſſigned by the 

ſaid Warren Haſtings, either then or ſince, for refuſing to free 
the ſaid Nabob from the burden of troops in general, namely, 
the apprehenſion of foreign wars, and the inability of the Com- 
pany to bear the expence of the corps to be reduced, did at all 

apply to the corps commanded by the ſaid Hannay, the ſaid corps 

having no concern with foreign wars, but being ſolely employed 
in the collections, and the ſaid corps, when it ſhould be diſ- 

charged from the ſaid Nabob's pay, not being to return on the 

_ Company's eftabliſhment, with which it had no connection — 
and the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in order to terrify the ſaid Nabob 
and his Miniſters, as well as all other perſons, from all repre- 
ſentations on a ſubject ſo immediately affecting the ſaid Nabob's 
revenues, and the welfare of his ſubjects, did, in his minute of 
the thirteenth of December, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
ſeventy nine, move, That the Reſident at Oude ſhould inform 
the ſaid Nabob, that the advice of his Miniſters, who had inſti- 
_ gated him to make the ſaid repreſentation, appeared to him inſi- 
dious and dangerous, and that the Council hoped he would dif- 
miſs them from his ſervice and confidence, as unworthy of both I 
and in a minute of the fifteenth of the ſaid month, he did threaten 
to bring to puniſhment as incendiaries, thoſe who adviſed the ſaid 
repreſentations and requeſts, and uſed therein other expreſſions, in 
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ſubſtance and terms correſponding with the matter and expreſſion 
which he uſed in his letter to the Nabob of the twenty-eighth of 
April, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty ; ; when, in conſe- 
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quence of the menaces of the thirteenth of December, one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy nine, or ſome other ſuch menaces, 
the ſaid Nabob was compelled to reſtore the ſaid Hannay to the 
charge of certain provincial collectfons; and a letter to the Na- D 
bob, conformably to the ſaid minutes, was ſoon after written 
and diſpatched by the ſaid Warren Haſtings; and the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, when he kept up the ſaid Hannay's corps, in 
defiance of the Prince in whoſe immediate ſervice it was pretend- 
ed to be, did not make, or cauſe to be made, any inquiry what- 
ſoever, as it was his duty to oy into the confuſion alledged by 
the 
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the ſaid Nabob Vizier to be brought into his Government by 


thoſe or other corps of a ſimilar deſcription, or even into the fact 
by the ſaid Nabob charged, of their being, contrary to their oc- 


caſional ſubjection, and contrary to all the rules of military dif- 
cipline, their own maſters, although Philip Francis, Eſquire, one 
of the Council, did, in a recorded minute of the fifteenth of De- 
cember, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy nine, declare it 
\ notorious that the troops aforeſaid had devoured the ſaid Nabob 
of Oude's revenues and his country, under colour of defending it, 


and that he was convinced the repreſentation of the Nabob, con- 
cerning the confuſion brought on his Government, and that the 
troops aforeſaid being their own maſters, was ſtrictly true, or to 
that effect; and he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did thereby, con- 
trary to his duty, his conſcience, and his truſt, wilfully connive 
at, countenance, and encourage the ſaid confuſions, and the ſaid 


deſtruction of military obedience, and thereby, and by other his 
acts before recited, did, with wicked and corrupt views, leave 
the ſaid countries of Baraitch and Gorucpore expoſed to all the 


united miſchiefs of a rapacious and oppreſſive revenue exaction, 
and a violent, diſorderly, and licentious military tyranny, both 
being exerciſed by or under the authority of the ſaid Hannay ;— 
and in conſequence thereof, the ſaid countries of Baraitch and 


Gorucpore were, in a moſt cruel, outrageous, and ſavage man- 


ner, by the ſaid Hannay, ſupported and countenanced as afore- 
ſaid, and by thoſe acting under his the ſaid Hannay' $ a 


deſpoiled, waſted, and depopulated. 


That whereas, by reaſon of the miſgovernment and en ; 
| exerciſed in the collection of the land revenue in the provinces of 
Oude, the Zemindars have been obliged to defend themſelves | 


- againſt the collectors in fortified places; and the collectors afore- 
ſaid, in order to enfore the collection of the revenue, together 
with their unjuſt exactions, do often violently ſeize upon the in- 
nocent brother, ſon, or ſome near relation or dependant of the 


different Zemindars or landholders, and impriſon them as hoſta- 
ges in places of ſecurity, in a large diſtrict, ſometimes to the 
number of ſeveral hundreds, whereby, and by other evil and op- 
preſſive practices, the inhabitants are often driven to rebel; and 


he the aforeſaid Hannay, carrying on the collection of the reve- 


nue 


X e 2c OY Gt rere „ 2 n 4 
— nner eee eee : ON > r FEE 
„. ĩV2ju er RARE COB oe EL ER Ci ei ett ne bogs 2 nn LE ; 
7 hat F s e re 2 5 3 — 5 * 
JJ)... Ui R - 
: F , x : ; 


B „ 45 
ll ä 8 


2 
2 
I 
& 
"10 
j 
wt 
3 
. 
Wo 
i 
ON 
72 
7 
* 
. 
* 
2 
.* 
* 
YL 
4, 
* 
5 
7 
+, 
WE. 
A 
. 80 
* 
N 
WF, 
24 © 
"\ 
3 
he 
N 
"4 
9 
LY 
{4 
. 
* 
3 
ul 
We 
w 
2 
5 x 
"5 
"* 
RE. 
el 
1 
7 
25 
9 
1 
7 
"— 
"5 
A 
vS 
N 
* 4 
We 
_ 
= 
5 
” "59 
7 
295 
865 
* 
"©. 
2) $ 
5 
EE 
93 
= 
— 
By 


* 
24 
7 
tort 
8 
=» 2 
TL. 
84-2 
ee 
3 
8 
png f 
1 
5 
3 
IE 
{- ben 
1 
* 
3 
N 
. 
oh, 
5 
7 
9 
"IR 
8 
3 
A 
1 
1 
A 
1 
8 
2 
Fr. 
we. 
2 
Fas 
| ; 
e 
F 
5 
3 


5 


1 . 
A Dr Ec ad, 3 3 
ee dos IE ORR Pe DING WER OATE $4 OT ITY 8 SIAA 
Dog 3 ON re ine bs en —T— aa 
S o c . 8 5 
- 


1 203 J 
nue in the aforeſaid oppreſſive manner, and taking the aforeſaid 


cruel and unjuſt method of exacting the ſame, did retain in cap- 
tivity, and imprifon, in one fort only, namely, that of Goruc- 


pore, one hundred and fifteen of ſuch hoſtages as aforeſaid, in- 


habitants of a diſtrict called Sarwar, or did retain in captivity, 
or impriſon, upon ſome other pretence, or upon his mere arbi- 
trary pleaſure, the number of one hundred and fifteen perſons, 


inhabitants of the ſaid diſtrict, and great diſcontents did there- 
from ariſe; and on the fifteenth of month of Ramazan (anſwer- 


ing to the fifth of Septeinber, in the year one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and eighty one) all the Zemindars, great and ſmall, 


and all the inhabitants of Gorucpore, to the number of many 


thouſands, and ſeveral others from the adjacent diſtricts, being 


provoked at the cruel and unjuſt captivity of the faid hoſtages, 
or other inhabitants, did raiſe a general inſurrection, and did at- 
tack the fort of Gorucpore, in which a native ſubaltern officer, 8 
under the ſaid Hannay, called Allahd Sing, did command, in or- 
der to releaſe the inhabitants impriſoned therein; and on pretence 
that during the ſaid attack a ſoldier had cried out that the hoſta- 


ges or inhabitants aforeſaid had began an attack upon him the ſaid 


officer, although the ſaid captives were unarmed, did give inſtant 
orders to put them all to the ſword, which violent and barbarous 


order the ſaid ſoldier did ſet himſelf to obey, and did actually 


ſtrike off the heads of eighteen of the ſaid captive inhabitants, 
and throw them over the walls of the fort, having alſo wounded 
ſeveral others; and, in a few days after a victory had been obp 

| tained over the people making the inſurrection as aforeſaid, the 


ſaid Hannay, inſtead of any inquiry into the neceſſity of the bar- 
barous act aforeſaid, committed by an officer under his command, 
or endeavouring by lenient meaſures to reconcile the perſons 
whoſe friends had been thus flaughtered, he did in cold blood 


ſend a written order to Munnawar Khan, another officer, or 


other perſon under him, giving directions concerning a certain 
perſon of great rank, eminence, and conſideration in the coun- 
try, called the Rajah Muſtapha Khan, purporting, that if the 
7 ſaid Rajah Muſtapha Khan had been put to death, it was well 
if not, to ſtrike off his head, or words: or directions to that ef- 
; fect, 
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And the faid Munnawar Khan, ſhocked at the ſaid inhuman 


and wicked order, did decline obedience thereto, and did ſhew 
the ſame to the very officer Who before had committed the ter- 


rible ſlaughter aforeſaid; yet the ſaid officer, who appears to 
have been of a ſavage and bloody diſpoſition, did, however, re- 
coil from the execution of the ſaid order, and declared that he 


would write to the Colonel, meaning the ſaid Hannay, on the 
ſubject, as the order was not expreſsly directed to him, or uſed 
expreſſions to that effeck. And the ſaid order did remain with- 


out execution till the arrival of Captain David Williams, Pp 


Gorucpore, when the ſaid David Williams, or ſome other Eng- 


liſh officer, did, in execution of the ſaid bloody and arbitrary 
order, without any form of proceſs, and in cold blood, direct 


and cauſe to be put to death the ſaid Rajah Muſtapha Khan, and 
cauſed proclamation to be made through the town of Gorucpore, 


that thoſe who had been guilty of the ſame offences ſhould be 


liable to the ſame puniſhment, or to that effect. And the ſaid 
cruel and atrocious murder, perpetrated on a perſon of high rank, 
did exceedingly exaſperate all perſons of all ranks in the faid 
country, and did tend to inflame the tumults and diſorders which 
then began to prevail in the ſaid province, and to extend the 


ſame to all parts thereof. And in conſequence of the ſaid tu- 


mults, and the diſcontents which ſpread alſo amongſt his own 
| (the ſaid Hannay's) troops, three battalions or a great part there- 
of, did mutiny and deſert, and he was in a ſhameful manner 


obliged to abandon the country ; which was ſoon after recovered 


buy Major Naylor, with one battalion only, But the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings, although accounts of the proceedings aforeſaid, 


were brought to his knowledge, did not cauſe any inquiry what- 
ſoever to be made into the conduct of the ſaid Hannay, as it was 


his duty to do, relative to any one of the particulars above re- 


cited, or to the complaints which were made by the mother and 


grandmother of the ſai! Nabob of Oude, concerning the miſbeha- 
 viour of the ſaid Hannay, and of Captain Gordon, an officer 


acting under him, in the diſtricts of Baraitch and Gorucpore, 
but did afterwards, and after all the calamities aforeſaid had 
befallen the country, and the battalions under the command of 
the ſaid Hannay : and although by the ſaid treaty of Chunar, 
2 | n . 
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the (aid battalions under the ſaid Hannay had been agreed to be re- 


formed and ſuppreſſed; and that although he the ſaid Warren Haſ- 
tings was in his own conſcience perſuaded, and did inform the 


Court of Directors, that in the removal of the C6mpany's ſer- 
vants, civil and military, he was actuated by motives of juſtice 


to the ſaid Vizier, and a regard to the honour of the national 
character; and although he alſo knew and declared, that the re- 


mote ſtations of thoſe troops, placing the commanding officers 


and the troops in Oude beyond the notice and control of the 


Board (meaning the Council General), afforded too much oppor- 
tdnity and temptation for unwarrantable emolument, and had 


excited the contagion of peculation and rapacity throughout the 
whole army, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did ſo far abet, coun- 
tenance and encourage the ſaid Hannay, that thougli he himſelf 
knew; and it was generally known, that the ſaid Hannay had 
again the preſumption to apply to the ſaid Vizier for the farm of 
Baraitch and Gorucpore, he did not in any way diſcoutage ſuch 
application; whereby, and from his general known ſupport and 
countenance to the ſaid Hannay, a report did prevail, and did 


gain entire credit in the ſaid Vizier's Court (the ſaid Vizler hav- 


| ing at that time a public Miniſter at Calcutta, who had very con- 
ſtant intercourſe with the ſaid Warren Haſtings, ind was likely 

to obtain the beſt intelligence of his deſigns), that the ſaid Wars _ 
ren Haſtings was again preparing to ſend the ſaid Hannay into 
Oude, in order to obtain again either the farm aforeſaid, or the 
farm of tlie diſtricts hen rented by Almas Ali Khan, and Kho- 
jah Arin ul Dien Khan, or of ſome other great diſtricts in the. 


| aid Vizier's dominions. The ſaid Vizier was ſo alarmed by the 


| ſaid prevailing report and opinion, or by intelligence received by 
| him from his Miniſter at Calcutta to that effect, that he wrote a 


| letter to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, acquainting him of the in- 
| formation he had received, namely, that the ſaid Hannay would 


| defire his the ſaid Warren Haſtings's permiſſion to be employed 


in that quarter, meaning his the ſaid Vizier's dominions ; and he 


the ſaid Vizier was ſo violently agitated, and truck with ſuch 


extreme horror, with the apprehenſion of the return of the 
ſaid Hannay into his dominions, that in his ſaid letter he ſwore 


| according to his religion, by the Holy Prophet, if by any means 
1 he hank —_— — 55 any © 
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any matter dependant on him ſhould be entruſted to the Colonel 
(mcaning the ſaid Hannay) he would not remain in his domi- 
nions, but would goto him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, or to 
that effect; and the ſaid. letter was duly received by the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings; and. though. the ſaid Vizier did in the ſaid 
letter, under the alarm aforeſaid, earneſtly entreat the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings, that no matter dependant on him ſhould. be en- 
. truſted to the Colonel (meaning the ſaid Lieutenant-colonel 
Hannay); and though he did likewiſe requeſt, that the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings would oblige him with a ſpeedy anſwer, which 
might ſet his mind at eaſe; and although the ſaid Warren Haſ- 


tings was bound, by common decency and common humanity, 


immediately to give ſatisfaction to to the ſaid Vizier (the firſt 
ally in rank and importance of the Eaſt-India Company, and 


one entitled to every mark of reſpect and proteCtion), and was | 


| alſo bound to quiet the mind of the ſaid Vizier, fo agitated as he 
ſaw by the ſaid letter it was, through the dread of ſo great a cala- 
mity, as well as to clear his own character from the imputation of 
| having formed againſt the faid Vizier ſo hoſtile and alarming 2 


- deſign as had been attributed to him; and though the letter afore- 


ſaid was by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings received on the fif- 


teenth of September, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty : 
two, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did not return any anſwer 1 
whatever thereto until the thirtieth of December following, 


which was after the ſaid Hannay had died; at which time, and 
not before, he wrote a letter to the ſaid Vizier, of which an 
abſtract only is on the Company's records, declaring therein, 
that no intention was ever formed of employing Colonel Hannay 
at Lucknow; thereby leaving juſt ground to the ſaid Vizier, 
and to all poi perſons, to be aſſured that the death of the 
aid Hannay alone prevented his being employed in the manner 
which the ſaid Vizier ſo juſtly dreaded : In all which acts done 
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by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, contrary to his duty, and in all 
the aforeſaid neglects of duty, the ſaid Warren Haſtings was 
and has been the cauſe of great damage to the country of Oude, : 


of a high breach of his truſt, and did diſhonour, and hath diſ- 4 


honoured, the name and character of this nation. 
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ARTICLE FOURTEENTH. 


Pier the Nabob Virier having reaſon to entertain appre- 


henſions relative to the ſecurity of his own perſon, and the ſta— 
bility of his own ſituation, from the malice and corruption f 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, notwithſtanding the large bribe by : 

him given as aforeſaid to the ſa:d Warren Haſtings at Chunar, 


the ſaid Warren Haſtings having in ſundry inſtances treated him 
ſince that time with great inhumanit y, perfidy, and rigour; and 


the ſaid Nabob Vizier having farther cauſe of apprehenſion, be- 


cauſe Lieutenant - colonel Hannay, a perſon protected by the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, though in the ſervice of the ſaid Nabob 
Vizier, and receiving his pay, and loaded with his benefits, did 
write a letter to excite dangerous ſuſpicions of him the ſaid 
Nabob Vizier; which proceeding was not diſcountenanced by 
the ſaid Reſident Middleton, who tranſmitted the ſame to the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, and which he the ſaid Warren Haſtings 


did receive without manifeſting any diſ pleaſure towards the writer 


thereof; and the ſaid Nabob Vizier having farther reaſon for alarm, 


7 becauſe Sir Elijah Impey, his Majeſty's Chief Juſtice, and acting 
as Amanuenſis and private Secretary to the ſaid Warren Haſ- 
tings, had been, by the direction of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, a 
employed ſince the treaty aſoreſaid, in taking affidavits tending 
to criminate the mother of the ſaid Nabob V izier, and his neareſt 


kindred; and he the ſaid Chief Juſtice did exerciſe that odious 


and treacherous office; in violation of the laws of hoſpitality, 
whilſt he was the gueſt of the ſaid Nabob Vizier at his Court, 


and receiving .at leaſt honorary preſents, and pledges of amity 


from him; the ſaid Nabob Vizier, from all the aforeſaid circum - 
ſtances, and others, became affected with great terror, and did 


Fall into a profound melancholy, and in that ſtate of mind, in 
order to avert the eyil deſigns of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did 
offer him, through the ſaid Reſident, Nathaniel Middleton, a 


_ farther and ſecond bribe of one hundred thouſand pounds, or ſome 
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other great ſum of money, and did give aſſignments on the land- 
ed revenue, or ſome other ſecurity, for the payment of the ſame, 
which aſſignments or ſome other ſecurity was accepted by the 
ſaid Nathaniel Middleton; but a letter which was written by the 
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ſaid Middleton to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, relative to the ſaid | 


| bribe, or unlawful preſent, offered in or about the month of Ja- 
nuary or February, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty two, 


requeſting his acceptance of the ſaid unlawful gift or preſent, 


| has been, againſt law and his duty, and for baſe, clandeſtine, and 
corrupt purpoſes, by the ſaid Warren Haſtings wholly ſuppreſſed, 


as well as his anſwer to the ſame, if any anſwer was by him 


given thereto, although it was the duty of the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings to produce to the Council General at Fort William, 
the letter aforeſaid ; and he was bound to giye a ſpeedy anſwer, 
containing a direct refuſal to the ſame, and to reprimand and 
bring to condign puniſhment the ſaid Middleton, for accepting : 
the diſcreditable and infamous office of agent in the offer of a | 
bribe to his principal, the Governor General, by- which neglect 


of cenſure and diſcountenance, the ſaid Middleton, and others 


in ſubordinate: ſituations, might be taught to conſider the re- 
ceipt of bribes to themſelves as a matter which might bring no 
danger or diſcredit to them.—And it does not appear, that any 
| the leaſt notice was taken of the ſaid corrupt tranſaction, neither 
Was any « document whatever concerning the ſaid offer through {| 
the ſald Middleton, nor concerning any other unlawful gift or 
| preſent offered or taken from Oude, directly produced to the 
- Council General, by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, until the month 
of June, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty three, one year 


and four months after the offer of the ſaid preſent, and the taking 


affignments on the revenues or other effects for the ſame; at 

which time, on certain articles of accuſation made by the order | 
of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, againſt Richard Johnſon, Eſquire, 
it did appear, that on the twenty-third of May, one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and eighty two, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings had 
given ſecret inſtructions to his agents, Palmer and Davy, to 


perſuade the ſaid Nabob Vizier to apply the ſaid preſent to the 
uſe of the Company (which inſtruſtions he did not produce till 
e e twentieth day of — one thouſand ſeven hupdred and 
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eighty three), and he did accuſe the ſaid Johnſon of being a 
cauſe of preventing the ſaid preſent from being applied to the 
uſe of the ſaid Eaſt-India Company, to whoſe ſervice the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did aſſert he had given private inſtructions to 
his ſecret agents, Palmer and Davy, that the Nabob Vizier 
ſhould be requeſted to permit the ſame to be applied; and the 

0 ſaid Johnſon did admit the fact, and did aſſert, in juſtification of 

his act, that he had obſtructed (meaning that he had for the 

time defeated) the whole and every part of the ſaid deſign, and 

Z that no aſſignments or other valuable effects had been made over 
to the Company for the ſaid prefent, or uſed expreſſions or de- 

clarations in that ſenſe, or to that purpoſe; notwithſtanding 
which plea and admiſſion of the ſaid Johnſon, that the whole 
deſign, and every part thereof, was by him defeated, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did, in a written minute of conſultation 
(dated twenty- -firſt of October, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
_ eighty three) directly aſſert, that he was morally certain, that 
either aſſignments on the revenue of the Nabob of Oude, or 
bills, had been given for the ſaid preſent ; ; and his colleague 1 in 
office, a member of the Supreme Council, Mr. John Macpher- 
| fon, did poſitively aſſert alſo on record, that he always under- 
= ſtood, that bills had been given to the amount of the intended 
preſent, and that the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan, and the ſaid Johnſon, 

Z ought to account and for explain the ſame: yet the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings having obtained the ſole object he had in view in his 
ſaid accuſation, which was to draw from the ſaid Johnſon an ac- 

| knowledgment, that no charge had been brought on the ſaid 
Nabob Vizier by this preſent, and intending fraudulently to 

| ſuppreſs every thing which might throw light on that baſe and 
criminal tranſaction, never did call on the ſaid Johnſon to ac- 
count for the ſaid bills, aſſignments, or other effects, which he 


did ſo as before declare himſelf morally certain to have been given 
v and appropriated, and which his colleague, the ſaid Macpherſon, 
by his minute recorded in the books of the Council, did aſſert as 
c aforeſaid the ſaid Johnſon ought to account for; nor did he, the 
- ſaid Waren Haſtings, produce the letter, whether from his ſecret 


agent Palmer, or from his inſtrument Hyder Beg Khan, to his 
other ſecret agent IN Davy, on which he grounded his ac- 
| Fuſation 
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cuſation againſt the ſaid Richard Johnſon, relative to the ſaid 
preſent ; nor did he write to the ſaid Palmer for any explanation 


of the ſubject, nor to the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan, nor to the ſaid 


Reſident Friſtow, then in Oude, nor to any other perſon who 
might have given or procured due and proper information rela- 
tive thereto; but he the ſaid Warren Haltings did ſuddenly put 


an end to the inquiry, by declaring that he was glad that the in- 
| tended preſent never had been applied to the Company's uſe, and 


that it would be of no ſervice to the Company, but would add 


greatly to the diſtreſſes of the ſaid Nabob Vizier, though the 


ſaid Warren Haſtings himſelf had ſo recenti y, in a regular and 


formal charge, accuſed the ſaid Johnſon of preventing it from 
being applied in that manner and for that purpoſe; and he did 
not only thus put a ſtop to the inquiry inſtituted by himſelf, but, : 
almoſt immediately after his accuſation of the ſaid Johnſon, n 
that and ſundry other heads of charge, and of certain of which 
he did declare him in his opinion, guilty, he did promote the ſaid 

Johnſon to an employment of great honour, emolument, and 
_ truſt, namely, that of an important embaſly to a foreign Court; 


and the ſaid Warren Haſtings did carefully avoid examining at 
Calcutta, the ſaid Nathaniel Middleton (through whom, and 


not through the ſaid Johnſon, the offer of the ſaid prefent was 
7 made) for any account or explanation of the ſame, though at 
the time of the inquiry concerning the ſaid preſent, he the ſaid. 
Middleton was actually in Caleutta, and his own conduct was at 
that very time a ſubject of inquiry, upon accuſations preferred 
againſt him by the ſaid Warren Haſtings himſelf, on ſundry 
miſdemeanors charged by him to be committed by the faid Mid- 
dleton, in the capacity in which he was when the preſent or || 
' bribe aforeſaid was offered through him; and though the ſaid "4 


Middleton could have wholly contradicted the ſaid Johnſon's | 


plea and aſſertion at Calcutta, and have proved that aſſignments 
had actually been given for the preſent through him offered, and 
that collections were made by him thereon, but the ſaid aſſign- 


ments do not appear on any record, correſpondence, minute, or 


other evidence, or written document, nor doth it appear that any 
money received thereon hath been brought to the Company's ac- 
count, or to that of the Nabob Vizier; ſo that the ſaid aſſign- 


ments 
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ments made muſt have been made for ſome ſecret criminal pur- 
poſe, and what money was recerved thereon muſt have been ſo 


applied. And whereas a letter from the ſaid Nabob Vizier was 


received by the ſaid Warren Haſtings (dated in the month of 


Shabaun, anſwering to the month of July or Auguſt, 1782) ac- 


quainting the ſaid Warren Haſtings, that though he the ſaid 


Nabob had poſitively refuſed to comply with a large loan de- 


manded of him by the Majors Palmer and Davy, the private 
agents of him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, he had actually agreed 


to the payment of a preſent of ten lacks of rupees, being up- 


Wards of one hundred thouſand pounds, for the uſes by them 
demanded; and it doth not appear in the correſpondence between 
the ſaid Vizier and the ſaid Warren Haſtings that the deſign was 
defeated, as the ſaid Warren Haſtings. hath aſſerted and charged, 5 
and as the ſaid Johnſon hath admitted that it was in the Whole. 
and conſequently in all the parts, by him the ſaid Johnſon de- 
feated; nor doth it appear that the faid Warren Haſtings did 
write any anſwer to the ſaid letter, in which the Nabob Vizier 
did inform him of his having conſented to the pay ment afore- 
ſaid, on conditions therein referred to; nor did he produce the 
faid letter, in oppoſition to the declarations of the ſaid Johnſon 5 * 
nor did he enter on record the paper of conditions referred to in 


the ſaid letter, as by Act of Parliament and by his duty he was 


1 bound to do; and from the evidence, which he hath purpoſely | 
left in a ſtate of contradiction and obſcurity, when he had 
it in his power to eſtabliſh the truth or falſeheod of the 


faid evidence, and to clear up the whole tranſaQion, it doth no 


way appear whether the faid ten lacks of rupees, mentioned by 

the ſaid Nabob Vizier, was the ſame identical ſum with that of- 

1 fered to Middleton, or was not rather fome other preſent to the 

! fame amount; nor whether any payment was or was not made 
thereon, the whole being purpoſely involved by the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings in myſtery and obſcurity as aforeſaid ; and it doth not 
appear that the parties concerned in theſe tranſactions, «were ac- 


quainted with or conſulted on the proceedings of others acting 


in the fame; but it doth appear, and it is hereby charged, that 
the full correſpondence of any of the ſaid agents with him 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings hath not been produced; but that 


"the 
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the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, and doth, wilfully and criminalty 
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withhold the ſame. And whereas a Governor General entruſted 
with the care of the Company's revenues, is bound in duty to 


take care that all things relating thereto, or whatever may affect 


the ſame, mediately or immediately, ſhould be clear, open, and 


diſtinct: And whereas it is alſo the duty of the Governor Gene- 


ral, that in a ſervice like that of the Company's ſervice in India, 


more liable than any other to the ſuſpicion of bribery and extor- 
tion, all parts of the Government ſhould be preſerved, as much 
as in ſuch Governor General lies, altogether clear from thoſe 


foul imputations, eſpecially i in him, the head and chief of the 
faid ſervice, and who is in a particular manner the guardian 
of the honour thereof, and of this kingdom in India, and is 


bound to candid, fair, and ingenuous proceedings 1 in all things, 

but more eſpecially in tranſactions tending to corruption, 

| he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in contradiction to his duty, in 

1 the tranſactions aforeſaid, concerning a bribe or bribes offered to 

him by the ſaid Nabob of Oude, by his prevarication, fraud, 
and deceit, and by ſuppreſſion of evidence, and by purpoſely 


avoiding the natural and orderly courſe of inquiry, dictated by 


the circumſtances of the buſineſs before him, and by other dark, 
intricate, and colluſive practices, was and is guilty of an high 


offence in the ſaid acts, and in the ſaid neglects of duty, tending 


in their inevitable conſequences to perplex and miſlead the Court 
of Directors, and to leave in the minds of men a ſtrong per- 


ſuaſion of unfair and corrupt practice relative to the object of 


tte ſaid frauds and devices, to the diſhonour of the high truſt 
and office held by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and. to the evil ex- | 


ample of the whole of the Company's ſervants, by teaching 


em to veil their aQts in all ſort of diſguiſe, myRerys" and ud. 


ARTICLE 


1 | — 


3 


L 113 1 


ARTICLE FIP I TE ENTH. 


Ta notwithflanding the means pretended to be taken at 
the treaty of Chunar, for the relief of the Vizier Nabob of 
Oude, the ſaid Warren Haſtings well knew that the diſtreſſes 
of the ſaid Vizier did continue, and that in order to ſatisfy the 


enormous and rapacious demands made by the ſaid Warren Haſ- 


tings upon him, he had been compelled to lend his name, and 


the appearance of his authority, to rob his mother and his grand 5 


mother of their treaſures, and to confiſcate under the ſame com- 
pulſion, the eſtates of his relations and friends, and dependants 
of his family; and the ſaid Warren Haſtings alſo well knew that 
the ſaid Nabob, in his court, in his houſehold, in his troops, 


and in the whole ſtate of his country, did feel great and grievous 


diſtreſs; yet he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, conceiving a falſe and 


injurious opinion of the character of the Eaſt-India Company, 
and of the honour, Juſtice, and policy of this kingdom, and de- 


luſively imagining that it would be received as a cover for all his 


acts of diſobedience to the laws of his country, and of all his ; 
peculation, rapacity, cruelty, and oppreſſion, for which he did 


then apprehend he ſhould be called to an account, and that it 


would be taken asa meritorious atonement for the ſame, if he 
could make it appear that he had exacted greater ſums from the 


ruined and undone country of Oude, than others, more juſt, 


moderate, and provident, could have exacted from the ſame; 
and at the ſame time with a view to leave the ſaid country in 8 
ſtate of the utmoſt confuſion and diſtreſs, from whence he hoped. 
to anſwer ſome of his evil purpoſes, he did, without any com- 
munication with his Council, or entering any minute on the 
books thereof, cauſe the accountant, or deputy accountant at _ 


Calcutta, to rake into all the accounts for ſeveral years back- 


wards, and from thence, and on pretence of forgotten articles, 
to produce two demands, amounting to four hundred thouſand | 


3 | pounds 
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pounds ſterling, or ſome other great ſum of money, and he did 
urgently demand payment of the ſame from the ſaid Nabob, and 
though he well knew that the ſaid Nabob's current reſources 


could not produce ſuch a ſum, or any ſum above the current 
demand, and that it could only be borrowed at an enormous 


uſury, and by anticipation of his revenues, and that this mult 
produce for the preſent an increaſe of his debt, and at ſome 


future time a failure or deficiency even in a reduced current de- 
mand ; yet for the fradulent purpoſes aforefaid, he the ſaid War- 


ren Haſtings did perſevere in demanding the payment of the 
ſame; and the ſame, or a great part thereof, was borrowed by 


the ſaid Nabob at an intereſt of twenty pounds per centum per 
annum, or ſome other high and deſtruQive intereſt, and the ſaid 4 


_ confiſcated eſtates were mortgaged for the ſame, by which it 
was put out of the power of the ſaid Vizier to reſtore the ſaid 2 
confiſcated eltates, until the money borrowed on them was paid, -Þ 
if he had been permitted fo to do by the ſaid Warren Haſtings ; 3 
and the deficiency to be apprehended by the ſaid violent and op- I 


preſſive demand was actually produced, and the ſaid Vizier's debt, 


which had been kept in a growing ſtate by enforcing unjuſt de- 
mands upon him, and which ought to have been diſcharged with 


a conſiderable remainder, by the violent meaſures employed for 


that purpoſe, did in the enſuing year, namely, in the Fuſulli : 
: year one thouſand one hundred and eighty nine, correſponding 
to part of the years of our Lord one thoutand feven hundred and 
eighty one, and one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty two, 
amount fo a very great ſum of money, in conſequence of the 
ſaid unfxpected demand, which, if juſt and founded, ought to 
have been produced at its due and proper ſeaſon, and not brought 

| forward (as it was) to add to the confuſion, perplexity, and di- 
treſs of the country and government of Oude, when the ſaid 1 


country was leaſt able to bear it, and for which it was obliged 


to provide by an anticipation to the amount of five hundred F 
thouſand pounds ſterling, or ſome other great ſum of money; 


and the anticipation aforeſaid preſſing hard on the Revenue, and 
producing other anticipations, freſh neceſſities of borrowing at 


an enormous intereſt were induced, till at length, that is, in the 


years one thonſand ſeven hundred and eighty five, and one thou- 
ſand 
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ſand ſeven hundred and eighty ſix, a deficiency and debt did hap- 


pen, even after the current demand was reduced nearly to one 


half of its uſual amount; and the ſaid Warren Haſtings, not 


content with the great and ſuſpicious demands aforeſaid, farther 


to increaſe the diſorder and diſtreſs of the ſaid Nabob's affairs, 
did, as before, without any conſultation with his Council, in 
the months of May or June in the faid year one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and eighty two, illegally ſend or depute to Lucknow, 
to the Court of the ſaid Vizier, his two ſecret inſtruments, 
Major Palmer and Major Davy, to demand that the faid Vizier 
ſhould lend to the Eaſt-India Company a ſum of ſix hundred 
thouſand pounds ſterling, or ſome other great ſum of money, 


and alſo that the ſaid Vizier ſhould take four battalions of the 
Company's troops into his pay for the collection of his revenue, 
notwithſtanding all the miſchiefs which had been experienced 
from that ſpecies of eſtabliſhment ; all which extraordinary 
claims, together with the admitted claims of the Company for 
: that year, would have amounted nearly to double the then clear 
annual revenue of all the documents of the ſaid Nabob ; but the 
ſaid Nabob did poſitively deny his conſent to either 5 the ſaid 
: demands, notwithſtanding the violent menaces employed by the 
| faid clandeſtine agents, or one of them, to induce him the ſaid 
Nabob to a compliance therewith, he the ſaid Nabob pleading, | 
with great appearance of truth, the utter impoſſibility of ad- 
vancing the ſaid ſum. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings failing in 
this attempt, did afterwards, falſely, and evaſively, deny, or en- 
deavour to explain away his ſhare in the ſaid proccedings; de- 
claring, that it was from the Miniſters Hyder Beg Khan and 
Almas Ali Khan, and not the ſaid Nabob, that he propoſed to 
borrow the ſum aforeſaid ; and' did diſclaim, in a prevaricating 


manner, his having demanded that the ſaid four new battalions 


ſhould be fo taken as aforeſaid, into the pay of the ſaid Nabob, 


though he never called his ſaid ſecret agents to account for what 


they had ſo done, nor thewed them any diſcountenance whatſoever, 


at the ſame time that he did, in an ambiguous manner, ſeem to 
throw on them the whole blame of this moſt ſcandalous and per- 


_ fidfous attempt, 
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ARTICLE SIXTEENTH. 


Par the ſaid Where Haſtings, contriving by means of 
violence and corruption, to bring the natives of India, ſubject 
to the power and influence of the Eaſt- India Company into an 
entire dependance upon him for their lives and fortunes, in 
order to draw to himſelf unlawful and exorbitant advantages } 
from that dependance, did put perſons reputed opulent, firſt, 
* TD into terror as criminals, without due proof of their offences, 2 
| and afterwards did receive them into favour and truſt, without 1 
due proof of their i innocence, as the one or the other did beſt 
ſuit his evil purpoſes; ; and, in particular, t the ſaid Warren Haſ- 
tings, at ſome time in the year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and eighty two, did receive, or pretend to receive, 5 
ſome information concerning miſdemeanors imputed to a certain |? 
wealthy and powerful native of India, called Almas Ali Khan. 
farmer of a very conſiderable part of the revenues of the ſaid | 
Vizier the Nabob of Oude, and alſo concerning a deſign which 
the ſaid Almas had entertained of withdrawing himſelf with his 


"= 1 
treaſures, repreſented by the ſaid Warren Haſtings as the fruits q 

: of embezzlement and oppreſſion, out of the dominjons of his 4 
Sovereign; and, in faQ, the aforeſaid Almas Ali, being under J 

: apprehenſions of a deſign againſt his life, had taken ſteps which 4 

indicated an intention ſo to withdraw himſelf, but was induced 3 

to return to the capital and Court of the ſaid Nabob Vizier, 

under a direct, clear, and poſitive written engagement for the 

ſecurity of his life. And, on a repreſentation cauſed by the 

ſaid Warren Haſtings to be made to the ſaid Nabob, upon the 

| ſuppoſed defection, treachery, and other miſdemeanors, of the 3 

| ſaid Almas Ali Khan, the ſaid Nabob Vizier did write to his | 
| Vakeel, or Miniſter at Calcutta, for the information of the ſaid i 

| Warren Haſtings, repreſenting that the charges made on the |! 
| ſaiqd Almas, as aforeſaid, were by him, the ſaid Vizier, under- 3 

I ſtood to be the effect of malice, and the acts of ill-deſigning ! 
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perſons, and that he, the ſaid Vizier, did conceive him to be 


perfectly innocent of the ſame, or to that effect. And this de- 


claration of the ſaid Nabob, the maſter and Sovereign of the 


ſaid Almas, was duly communicated to the ſaid Warren Haſ- 
tings; nevertheleſs, a very few days after the account aforeſaid 
was received by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, of the ſaid 


| Vizier's opinion of the innocence of the ſaid Almas, his ſubject 
and ſervant, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did in«a ſpecial in- 


ſtruction to the aforeſaid John Briſtow, dated October the twenty- 


third, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty two, give orders 
concerning his the ſaid Briſtow's conduct to the ſaid Almas Ali 


Khan, full of duplicity, fraud, and treachery, both to the per- 
ſon who received the ſaid inſtruction, and alſo to the perſon 
whom the ſaid inſtryRion d. regard. And he the ſaid Warren 


Haſtings did firſt, under a falſe” olour of good faith, obſerve, 
that if any engagement did ſubſiſt (he the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
at the ſame time well knowing that ſuch engagement did actually 
ſubſiſt) between the ſaid Almas and the ſaid Nabob Vizier, it 
| ſhould be faithfully obſerved ; but, at the ſame time directing 
the ſaid Briſtow in a moſt unwarrantable manner, as follows, to 
wit: „But if he (meaning the aforeſaid Almas) has been guilty 
of any criminal offence to the Nabob (meaning the ſaid Nabob 


Vizier) his maſter, for which no immunity is provided in the 


engagement, or he ſhall break any one of the conditions of it, 1 
do moſt ſtrictly enjoin you, and it muſt be your ſpecial care to 
endeavour, either by force or ſurpriſe, to ſecure his perſon, and 


bring him to juſtice; by bringing him to juſtice, I mean that you 


urge the Nabob, on due conviction, to puniſh him with death, as a 
neceſſary example to deter others from the commiſſion of the like 


crimes; nor muſt you deſiſt till this is effected. I cannot preſcribe 


- the means; but to guard myſelf againſt the obloquy to which I may 
be expoſed, by a forced miſconſtruction of this order, by thoſe who 
may hereafter be employed i in ſearching our records for cavils and 
informations againſt me, I think it proper to forbid and proteſt 
againſt the*uſe of any fraudulent artifice or treachery to accom- 
pliſh the end which I have preſcribed; and as you alone are privy 
to the order, you will of courſe obſerve the greateſt ſecrecy that 
it may not tranſpire; but I repeat my recommendation of it as 
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one of the firſt and moſt eſſential duties of your ce bat 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings has highly diſhonoured the Britiſh in- 


tegrity, ſimplicity, and juſtice, by the wicked, ſcandalous, and 
perfidious evaſions and diſtinctions in the aforefaid inſtruction q 
contained; for he well knew that the aforeſaid prince, the Na- 
bob Vizier, who was by the ſaid inſtruction to be urged to put 


the ſaid Almas to death, had but a few days before declared him 


innocent, and had, by a ſolemn engagement, not only given him 
an indemnity for ſpecial offences particulariſed in his pardon, as 


the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, without any grounds, ſuggeſt and 


ſuppoſe, but had pledged the public faith for the abſolute ſecu- _ 
rity of his life: and even on a ſuppoſition that the ſaid act of 
indemnity had only ſpecified particular offences, it was an in- 
human and moſt treacherous mode of proceeding, and moſt con- 
trary to all the principles of generoſity, humanity, and plain- 
: dealing, to make inquiſition for ſuch particulars as might have 
eſcaped the care of the perſon obtaining the pardon, in order to 
defeat the purpoſe thereof, and to take away his life, And he, 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, was equally guilty in requiring the 
ſaid Briſtow to proceed in a captious and inſidious inquiſition into 
any the moſt minute breach of conditions, in order to entrap 
the life of the aforeſaid Almas Ali Khan; and he was alſo 
highly criminal in directing him to be put to death for unde- 
' fined miſdemeanors, without ſtating whether thoſe miſdemea- 


nors were of a capital nature or not; and did thereby give leſ- 


ſons to a prince of the Eaſt of the moſt dangerous nature to 
the lives and fortunes of all perſons ſubject to his authority; 
and the caution with which he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did 
conclude his dangerous and ſlippery order aforeſaid, doth highly 7 
| aggravate his offence, as it ſhows that he was perfectly aware 

of the conſtruction to which ſuch an act was liable; and he did 
alſo highly aggravate the ſaid offence by the caution with re- 
gard to his own perſonal fafety with which he gave a mandate 
of a nature the moſt likely to involve the perſon who was to 


obey it in the greateſt embarraſſment and danger. That the 


ſaid Briſtow, from a ſenſe of the perfidy and peril of the pro- 
ceeding ordered by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and the ſhock 
which thereby would be given to public credit (the ſaid Almas, 
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the depoſed Raja of Benares, and the Marattas, for the purpoſe 


1 
on the faith of the Reſidency, being ſecurity for large ſums 
advanced by bankers to the Britiſh Government, ) did not at- 
tempt to ſeize upon the ſaid Almas Ali Khan, but was content 
with taking meaſures tending to leſſen the enormous power of 
the ſaid Almas, of which the ſaid Warren Haſtings had com- 
plained, to watch his motions, and to give the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings intelligence of any deſign, which he might entertain 


of leaving the ſaid Nabob Vizier's dominions; and the ſaid 
_ Briſtow did furniſh to the ſaid Warren Haſtings much more 
full, diſtin, and apparently authentic intelligence of the in- 


tentions of the ſaid Almas to retire from the Vizier's domi- 


nions, and of his correſponcing with the neighbouring powers 
for ſecuring ſuch retreat, as alſo of his oppreſſive adminiſtra- 
tion, than he, tf ſaid Warren Haſtings, had ever before re- 
ceived; notwithſtanding which, without any previous inquiry 
into the conduct of the ſaid Almas, or taking the ſmalleſt no- 
tice of the frequent intelligence given by the ſaid Briſtow of 
the conduct of the ſaid Almas, or of the proceedings of the 
ſaid Briſtow with regard to him, and without appriſing the 
ſaid Briſtow of any change in his ſentiments with regard to 
the perſon whom he had ordered him in the manner aforeſaid 
to ſeize, and to cauſe to be put to death, and without giving 
any ſort of anſwer to the ſaid Briſtow's repeated letters on the 


ſubject of the arduous and critical commiſſion ſo given by him, 


he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did write to this very Almas Alt . 
Khan, on the firſt of January, one thouſand ſev en hundred and 


eighty four, a letter full of expreflions of favour and protection, 


in which letter he ſolemnly aſſured him that he bad never 1 
| credit to the accuſations againſt him. 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, ſoon after going to Luck- 
now to exerciſe the functions of the office of Reſident in his 
own perſon, did inveſt the ſaid Almas Ali Khan with the ſame 
or greater authority than he had before poſſeſſed, notwithſtand- 
ing nothing appeared to acquit the ſaid Almas of the embez- 
zlements or oppreſſions with which he himſelf had before charged 


him, or of correſpondence carried on by him with Cheyt Sing, 


of 
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of retiring from the Vizier's dominions, the authentic docu- 
ments concerning which the Reſident Briſtow had recently 
tranſmitted to him, the ſaid Warren Haſtings ; but the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, having then private reaſons for altering his 
opinion, did complain of the charges which had been made 
againſt the ſaid Almas, as having been, according to his ex- 
preſſion, too laboriouſly urged againſt him, and which had 
nearly driven him to abandon his country for the preſeryation 
of his life and honour, and thus to give a colour to the charges 
themſelves, when, in fact, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings him- 
ſelf had been the moſt earneſt and laborious proſecutor of the 
ſaid Almas, and no other perſon appears, with any certainty, 
1 7 to have made attempts on the life and honour of the ſaid 
TN Almas: and whereas the ſaid Almas had heretofore held his 
| farms of revenue only from year to year, the ſaid Warren 
[ Haſtings, being at Lucknow ſome time in the year one thou- 
and ſeven hundred and eighty four, did give to the ſaid Al- 
mas a term of ſix years in his farms of revenue, thereby 
| giving, out of the reach of correction or reſumption, a leaſe 
of boundleſs power and enormous profit to a perſon by himſelf 
repreſented as a known oppreſſor of the people; that the ſaid 
| Warren Haſtings, in order to give colour to the ſaid proceed- 
ing, did, in his letter to the Court of Directors of the zoth 
of April, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty four, repre- N 
ſent the ſaid Almas as having purged himſelf of the accuſa- | 
12 tions againſt him, by a ſeaſonable advance of money, which 
if | had been applied to the uſe of the Eaſt-India Company: that |} 
4 © the ſaid courſe of charging wealthy men with crimes, and ac- 


lf quitting them on the advance of money, 1s highly unwarrant- | 
1 able and ſcandalous, and would be ſo, even if the money had 
if 2 | been really and truly advanced; whereas the ſaid Warren 
lf Haſtings did falſely repreſent the ſaid tranſaction, for the ſaid 
[| Almas was fo far from advancing any money at the time 
=: of the faid Warren Haſtings's ſaid letter to the Court of Di- 
| | : 45 rectors, that he had not paid up the regular inſtalments which, 

| by the terms of his farm, he had been obliged to make; the - 
| fad - Warren Haſtings wilfully intending | in his ſaid ſtatement 
0 | +: 0@ 
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to deceive the Court of Directors, in order to make ſome | 
ſort of excuſe for a proceeding ſo contrary to all his former 
proceedings and profeſlions relative to the ſaid Almas, and 
ſo diſhonourable to the juſtice, policy, and humanity of this 
nation. 55 
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ARTICLE SEVENTEENTH, 


W HERE A8, from the laws and cuſtoms of the Eaſt, 
which allow, and in ſome meaſure require of great men, a large 
train of wives and concubines, the families of the princes of 


Hindoſtan are generally numerous, and the ſons of the ſaid 


princes are all equal in dignity, of whatever mothers they may 
have been born; and they all accordingly are, or ought to be, 
maintained in an honourable manner, ſuited to their high rank, 
and the ſaid Warren Haſtings actually poſſeſſing the whole power 
and dominion of the government of Oude, he was in juſtice and 
in duty bound to take care that due proviſion ſhould have been 
made for the brothers and ſiſters of the ſaid Nabob, the reigning 
Sovereign of Oude; but the ſaid Warren Haſtings wilfully, and 
to the great ſcandal of the Engliſh name, did neglect his ſaid 
duty, and did not interpoſe through the public Reſident, through 


is own creature, the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan, nor any of his own 
ſecret agents aforeſaid, for the juſt and laudable purpoſe of ob 


taining any ſuitable proviſion for the brothers and other rela- 


tions of the ſaid Nabob, although the ſaid Warren Haſtings did 


write to the ſaid Princes in ſpecious, plauſible, and inſinuating 


language, calling them his (the ſaid Warren Haſting s) bro- 


thers, with other ſoothing and affectionate expreſſions of the 


like effect. 


That the allowances made by Hy der Beg Kids. the dependant 
agent of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and by him kept in power in 


defiance of his maſter, for the ſupport of twenty-one Princes, 
brothers of the ſaid Nabob, all of whom were arrived at years of 
5 matuitye ſo as to have been diſmiſſed from the Zenana, or wo- 


men's apartment, did not exceed twenty thouſand pounds ſterl-⸗ 
ing, or thereabouts ; ſome of the ſaid Princes did not receive their 


reſpective allowances for nearly two years, and were abſolutely 
— t to Wel on the charity of their brother's ſubjects; 


which 


k 3 1 


Which defalcation of their ſcanty maintenance was in conſe- 


quence of the great penſions and ſalaries paid to the favourites 


and creatures of the ſaid Warten Haſtings, and of his inſtru- 
ment, the ſaid Miniſter Hyder Beg Khan; and in particular that, 
during, or ſoon after the time when the aforeſaid twenty-one 
brothers of tlie ſaid Nabob were reſtricted to the ſaid very inſuf- 


ficient and unbecoming income of twenty thouſand pounds a 


year, or thereabouts, which was alſo never regularly paid, a ſingle 


Engliſh ſurgeon, Surgeon Thomas, patronized by the ſaid Warren 
_ Haſtings, did actually receive from the Vizier nearly as much as 


the nominal allowance of ten of the brottiers of the aforeſaid 


Sovereign the Nabob Vizier, the ſaid ſurgeon's allowance being 


nine thouſand ſeven hundred and ſixty- three pounds ſterling a 


year, or thereabouts ; and the ſectet agent of the ſald Warren 
Haſtings did receive more than the whole annual allowance of all 
the twenty-one brothers of the ſaid Nabob Vizier, who were out 
of the care of the women, and ſeveral of whom were married, 
and had families to maintain; and the ſecret agent of the faid 
Warren Haſtings, the ſaid Major William Palmer, enjoying an 
| avowed annual ſalary i in monthly payments of twenty-two thou- 


ſand pounds ſterling, or ſome other large ſum, which was gene- 
rally reputed to be no more than a part of the emoluments an- 
nexed to the ſituation of the ſaid William Palmer. 


: That in or about the month of March, one thouſand ſeven 
| hundred and eighty three, three of the ſaid brothers of the Na- 
| bob, namely, Myrza Hyder Ally, Myrza Imayut Ally, and 
Myrza Syef Ally, did repreſent to the ſaid Briſtow, that they 
were in diſtreſs for dry bread and clothes, and in conſequence of 
ſuch repreſentation were relieved by the intervention of the ſaid 
Briſtow ; but ſoon after the deputation of the ſaid Warren Haſt- . 
ings to Oude, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty 
four, that is to ſay, ſome time in or about the month of Septem- 
ber, in the ſaid year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty four, 
the ſaid Myrza Hyder Ally, one of the three princes aforeſaid, 


did fly to the province of Benares, and did remain there in great 
diſtreſs; and that although the ſaid Warren Haſtings did write 


to the ſaid Nabob an account of the aforeſaid circumſtances, in 
cettain looſe, light, and N expreſſions, concerning the 


T 


— —— ͤ———— —ẽ'—— —— ů —— —— 5 


| 
| 
| 


1 24 1 


ſaid Myrza Hyder Ally, he did not, as he was in duty bound to 
do, in any wiſe exert that influence which he actually and noto- 
riouſly poſſeſſed over the mind of the ſaid Nabob, for the relief 
of the ſaid Prince, the brother of the ſaid Nabob ; but without 
obtaining any ſatisfactory and ſpecific aſſurances, either from 
the ſaid Nabob, or the ſaid Miniſter, the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
did content himſelf with adviſing the ſaid-Prince to return to his 
brother the ſaid Nabob. | 
That in order to avoid famine at home, another of the ſaid 
Nabob's brothers, by name Myrza Jungli, was under the neceſ- 
ſity of flying from his native country, aud did ſeek protection 
from a certain Mahometan Lord, called Mirza Shuffu Khan, 
then Prime Miniſter of the Mogul, from whom he did go to the 
camp of the Maratta Chief Madajee Scindia, where he did ſolicit 
and obtain a military commaud, together with a grant of lands, 
or jaghire, for the ſubſiſtence of himſelf, his family, and fol- 
| lowers: but wiſhing again to be received under the protection of 
the Britiſh Government, the ſaid Myrza Jungli, in one thouſand 
1 ſeven hundred and eighty three, did apply to the ſaid Reſident 
| Briſtow, through David Anderſon, Eſquire, then on an embaſſy 
in the camp of the ſaid Scindia : and, in conſequence of ſuch 
_ application, the ſaid Briſtow, ſenſible of the diſgrace which the 
exile of the ſaid Myrza Jungli reflected, both on the ſaid Nabob 
4 of Oude and the Britiſh nation, did negotiate with the ſaid Na- 
[i bob and his Minifters for the return of the ſaid Myrza Jungli, Þ 
{' and for the ſettlement md regular payment of ſome proper al- 
| lowance for the maintenance of the ſaid Myrza Jungli, but the 
Alowance required was ultimately refuſed; and although the 
| Whole of the tranſactions aforeſaid were duly repreſented to the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings by the ſaid Anderſon, and by the ſaid Briſ- 
8 tow, and although he had himſelf received, ſo early as the 
twenty- third of Auguſt, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty 
two, a letter from the Vizier, grievouſly complaining of the 
cruel and extortious demands made upon him by the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings ; in which letter he did expreſsly mention the flight of 
his brothers, and the diſtreſſes of the women of his late father, 
who, he ſaid, were all his mothers, and that his ſaid brothers, 


from the refumption of their Jaghires, were reduced to great af - 
fliction 


* 


fliction and diſtreſs; and he did attribute the ſaid flight of ſome. 
of his brethren, and the diſtreſſes of the reſt, and of the women 
who ſtood in a ſpecies of maternal relation to him, as owing to 
the aforeſaid oppreſſive demands; yet he the ſaid Warren Haſt- 
ings did cruelly, inhumanly, and corruptly, decline to make any 
order for the better proviſion of any of the ſaid eminent family, 
or for the return of the ſaid Prince, who had fled from his bro- 
ther's court to avoid the danger of periſhing by famine. 
That ſome time afterwards, that is to ſay, about the beginning 
ef the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty four, the ſaid 
Myrza Jungli did entreat the patronage and interference of the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings to procure for him (the ſaid Myrza Jungli) 
ſome adequate proviſion from the ſaid Nabob, his brother: but 
the ſaid requeſt was, on two different applications of the ſaid 
Myrza Jungli, in an hard and unfeeling manner, refuſed by the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings ; and the faid Warren Haſtings did aſſign, 
as the reaſons of ſuch refuſal, the diſtreſſes and embarraſſments 
of the ſaid Nabob's government, which the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
by his corrupt intrigues and criminal miſmanagement before 
mentioned, had himſelf occaſioned, 
That ſome time in or about the month of December, one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty three, the Nabob Behadre, | 
another of the brothers of the ſaid Nabob of Oude, did repre- 


ſent to the ſaid: Briſtow, that he the ſaid Nabob Behadre had not : 
received a farthing of his allowance for the current year, and was 


without food; and being wounded by an affaflin, who had alſo | 
murdered his aunt in the very capital of Oude, the ſaid Nabob 
| Behadre had not a daum to pay the ſurgeon, who attended him for 


5 the love of God alone. That at or about the period of this ſaid 5 


repreſentation, the ſaid Briſtow was recalled, and the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings proceeded up to Lucknow, but did not inquire into 
the ſaid repreſentations tranſmitted by the ſaid Briſtow to Ca 
cutta, nor did order any relief. 
That by the criminal neglect of the ſaid Warren Laſting, in 
not originally appointing, or procuring to be appointed, ſome 
adequate and becoming proviſion for the ſaid Princes, the bro- 
thers of the ſaid Nabob, and in not enforcing the due and regu- 
lar payment of ſuch ſtipends or allowances as were appointed, 
| e 


q 
N 


Reſident Briſtow, for his commendable interpoſition in behalf of 
the ſaid Princes, nor of his diſpleaſure to the ſaid Miniſter Hyder 


aforeſaid diſtreſſes of the reigning family of Oude, and did 
thereby bring diſgrace on the ſaid Nabob Vizier, the firſt Prince 
of the Mahometan empire in Hindoſtan, and did diſcredit and 
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as well as in not giving ſome mark of his approbation to the ſaid | 


Beg Khan, for his culpable conduct towards the ſaid Princes, as 
alſo in not making any inquiry into the ſaid repreſentations of the 


ſaid Nabob Bebadre, tranſmitted to Calcutta by the ſaid Briſtow 
at the concluſion of his reſidency, and in declining to pay any 
regard to the aforeſaid applications made directly to him, the ſaid 


Warren Haſtings, by ſome or one of the ſaid Princes, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did become, and is fully reſponſible for the 


diſhonour the juſtice and humanity of the Britiſh name through- 
out all the Eaſt. 1 OY 


ARTICLE 


ARTICLE. EIGHTEENTH, 


AND whereas the ſaid Warren Haſtings hath frequently de- 
cClared, that the ſyſtem of interference in Oude, by means of an 


Engliſh Reſident, was an uſurpation, and was, in his opinion, 

productive of many evils and diſorders in the government of the _ 

ſaid province, and did pretend that he had oppoſed the introduc- 
tion of the ſame: That the ſaid interference, however proper, 
being in direct contradiction to his avowed principles, ought by 
him to have been wholly declined, or exerciſed in direct obedi- 
ence to orders, and his part therein taken with the greateſt cau- 

85 tion and moderation; yet, having in view his own corrupt ad- 


vantage, and that of his agents, he did himſelf continue that in- 


terference to which he had ſo objected, and from time to time 
did increaſe the powers of the Engliſh agents by him appointed, FO 
S and did make various diviſions and diſtributions of the ſaid pow- 
ers, and did frequently, and without any reaſons affigned, re- 
move the perſons entruſted with ſuch agency: That, after the 
diſwiſſion of the faid Briſtow, and the re-appointment of the 
ſaid Middleton, herein before alledged, when the ſaid Middle- 
ton had continued in office for two years longer, he was re- 
called by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, without any cauſe aſ- 
ſigned; and Mr. Hoſea, ſince deceaſed, went up to Oude, under 
ſome actual appointment, or agreement for an appointment, and 
was for awhile there received, and was conſidered as Reſident, 
but was ſuddenly recalled: That the ſaid Middleton did then 
reſume his office, but was the ſame year ſuperſeded by the ſaid 


Warren Haſtings, who appointed Mr. Purling to the ſaid Reſi- 


dency: That, in a few months afterwards, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings removed the Reſident Purling (as in former inſtances, 
without cauſe aſſigned) and reſtored the ſaid Middleton, who 
continued, upon ſuch reſtoration, about a year in office ſingly⸗ _ 
That, during theſe tranſactions, the ſaid Briſtow having come 
to England, and obtained two > palitive: orders from the Court of 

— Directors 
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Directors for his reinſtatement, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did 


wilfully difobey the ſaid orders, and, on record, did revile and 


inſult the ſaid Briſtow, throwing out many inſinuations againſt 


his the ſaid Briſtow's integrity, for preſuming to claim, under 


the authority of the Directors, who were the legal maſters 
both of the ſaid Warren Haſtings and of the ſaid Briſtow; and, 
the day after he the ſaid Warren Haſtings had recorded a minute 
to this effect, he did propoſe a new commiſſion for Oude, divid- 
ing the office of Reſident, and appointing the ſaid Briſtow to the 
political, and the ſaid Middleton to the pecuniary department, 
and did thus make two Reſidents, which had no other tendency 
than to confound the ſaid Eaſt-India Company's affairs, and to 
Increaſe its expences, or that of their allies, and the ſaid expeness 
were thereby unneceſſarily increaſed, : 


That during the ſaid Briſtow's reſidence, which continued fone 


„months under the ſaid laſt appointment, the ſaid Warren Haſt- 


ings never anſwered one of his letters, nor gave him any inftrue- 


tions, nor ſuffered the ſaid Nabob to confer with him on any af- = 

fairs whatever; and did remove him on pretence that he was per- 
ſonally diſagreeable to the ſaid Nabob. That the ſaid Warren 

. Haſtings, afterwards, did appoint the fad Middleton to the office 
of Reſident, together with Mr. Johnſon as his aſſiſtant therein, | 


and did, ſome ſhort time after, again appoint the ſaid Briſtow to : 


be Reſident, preteuding, in a letter on that ſuhject to the Court 
of Directors, that ſuch appointment was made in obedience to 
their orders; but in a letter which he cauſed to be written to the 
ſaid Vizier, he ſtudiouſly diſclaimed that motive, and declared 
therein, that though it had been his, the ſaid Warren Haſtings' „ 
intention to have ſo appointed the ſaid Briſtow, yet he had poſt- 
poned ſuch appointment, leſt it ſhould be underſtood at Lucknow : ö 
: that it was made in conſequence of orders from Europe (mean- = 


ing orders from the ſaid Court of Directors); and farther de- 


clared, that the contrary was the caſe, and that the ſaid Briſtow 
was the object of his own particular patronage: and in about a 
year afterwards he did again remove the ſaid Briſtow, in order to 
obtain in effect the ſaid office of Reſident for himſelf; and he the 
: faid Warren Haſtings did accordingly perform the function of 
- the ſaid office himſelf, ſome time in the year one thouſand ſeven 


hundred 
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hundred and eighty four, and then left it in poſſeſſion of a pri- 
yate agent of his own, namely, Major Palmer ; and thus, in the 
ſhort ſpace of ſeven years, or thereabouts, from the death of 
Colonel Monſon, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
ſeventy ſix, the ſaid Warten Haſtings did, at leaſt, make eight 
different changes in the ſaid office of Reſident. 

And, during the ſaid ſucceſſion of agents, the ſaid Warren 


Haſtings, having it for his object to obtain and to ſecure to him- 
ſelf, for his ſiniſter and corrupt purpoſes, the full and compleat 


control and dominion of Oude, as far as might be, without the 


interpoſition or even privity of his lawful maſters the Court of 


Directors, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, beſides uſurping the ſole, 


immediate, and perſonal nomination of the Public Reſidents, and 
changing them at his arbitrary pleaſure, did himſelf, on various 
occaſions, carry on with certain of the ſaid Refidents a private 
and ſecret correſpondence, of which he did never make any re- 


= gular entry on the records of the Company, as by law he was | 


| bound to do; bnt did only produce, at particular junctures, ſuch | 
| parts and fragments of the ſaid correſpondenees as might ſuit his 


deſigns of the moment; and he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did 


farther correſpond with the ſaid Reſidents through ſecret, confi- | 

| dential, and unofficial channels; among which were Major Pal- 
mer and Major Davy, Mr. Charles Crofts, the Sub-treaſurer, 
and Sir Elijah Impey, Knight, His Majeſty's ſaid Chief Juſtice at | 
Fort William in Bengal: that, to the criminal ends aforeſaid, the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings did, by his influence, prevail with the ſaid _ 
Nabob to appoint as his Miniſter, or to continue againſt his will, LS 


a certain Mahometan native, called Hyder Beg Khan, who did 


* profeſs himſelf to be, as in truth he was, the immediate depen- 


dant of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and to have been by him, the 


| | ſaid Warren Haſtings, raiſed from the duſt ; with many other 
: like expreſſions of the moſt implicit obedience and fubmiſſion to- | 
the will of the ſaid Warren Haſtings; and did declare himſelf 


ready to enforce certain meaſures, even againſt the inclination of 
his maſter the faid Nabob, if he were authoriſed ſo to do by an 
order or letter from the aid Warren Haſtings : and the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did record his belief aud knowledge, that Hy- 
der Beg Khan affxed the name and ſeal of the ſaid Nabob to 
| . „ letters 
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letters written without his conſent; and that the ſaid Nabob was 
a a Cypher in the hands of the ſaid Miniſter Hyder Beg; and the 
ſaid. Hyder Beg poſſeſſing thus the entire adminiſtration of Oude, 
the faid Warren Haſtings did, from time to time, exerciſe a 
power of direct cenſure and control over the conduct of the 
ſaid Hyder Beg; and did hold out menaces to him, and did 
threaten him that he would influence the ſaid Nabob to inſtitute 
a ſtrict ſerutiny into the adminiſtration of him the ſaid Hyder 
| 5 Beg Khan, and to puniſh him thereupon; while, on the other 
hand, the ſaid Warren Haſtinge did pronounce the perſons of ; . 
the Miniſters (whereof Hyder Beg Khan was the principal) to | 
de ſacred, while they ſhould act with the participation of our 
(meaning, in truth, the ſaid Warren Haſtings's own) influence. 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings did hold ſecret communica Þ| 
tion, both with the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan and the ſaid Nabob | 
himſelf, through ſome of the confidential channels before men- : 
| tioned; and through a certain Mahometan native of high ran 
at Benares, called Ally Ibrahim Khan; and through a certain 8 
native Rajah at Calcutta, named Rajah Govind Ram, Vackeel or 
Miniſter to the ſaid Nabob of Oude: and the ſaid Warren Haft= || 
ings did never produce, or cauſed to be produced (as he was by | 
law bound to do) any regular copy of ſuch communication, |! 
either to or from him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, but did only 
record ſuch parts thereof as he occaſionally thought proper: and | 
| he did firther privately receive from the ſaid Hyder Beg, divers 3 
applications, remonſtrances, and complaints, at different times, f 3 
againſt ſundry of the Britiſh Reſidents in Oude, and did proceed | 
thereon ; and in conſequence thereof, did exhibit formal charges N 
againſt the ſaid Refidents, and did remove them, in ſome caſes, 
before any ſolemn i inquiry had, or * unn, of any kind, in 
any manner required. 
And, in order the more ; effeQually to manage, tar his own 
1 evil purpoſes, the confuſed and intricate ſyſtem of government, 
= both through the native Miniſter and the Britiſh Reſident by 1 
| | him eſtabliſhed and ſupported, and to govern and direct, ac- 1 
| | | | cording to his own corrupt and criminal views, the cabals and ; 
I intrigues to which ſuch a government muſt neceſſarily give riſe, 
the aid "Warren Haſtings unlawfully, and contrary to his 
Te 
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duty, did ſend up to Lucknow, to be preſent on the ſpot, 2 


third and ſecret ſet of agents, namely, the ſaid Major Palmer, 
his military ſecretary and confidential agent, and Major Davy, 
his private Perſian interpreter and private ſecretary: and the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, in certain letters to the ſaid Nabob, has de- 


clared the ſaid Palmer to be as himſelf (Warren Haſtings), to 
have the ſame thoughts, and to be, as it were, his (the ſaid War- 


ren Haſtings's) own tongue: and the ſaid Warren Haſtings did 


tranſmit, through the ſaid agents, divers letters to the Miniſter or 


the Nabob; of which letters the public Reſidents did not receive 
any copy or tranſlation, nor were in any authentic mode informed 


as to the contents thereof; and in divers letters to the ſaid Na- 
bob, and to the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan, which letters were re- 
corded by the faid Warren Haſtings, there do appear frequent 
and repeated references to the ſaid Major Palmer, or Major 
Davy, for farther information; but all or moſt of the letters 
which conveyed ſuch i in! mation he the ſaid Warren Haſtings ; 
| bath wilfully and illegal! ſupprefled: and the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, by the ſame means of clandeſtine communication, did 
receive the aforeſaid repreſentations and accuſations againſt the 
| Reſidents from the ſaid Miniſter Hyder Beg Khan, both in his 
own name, and in that of the ſaid Nabob: and that the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, by taking part, through the ſaid confiden- 
tial agents, ſometimes with the Reſident, and ſometimes with 8 
the Miniſter, at the inſtigations of ſome perſons unknown, and 
without any due examination into the merits or demerits, either 
of the Reſident or the Miniſter, did wilfully, and for ſome evil 
purpoſe, abet and ferment the diſturbances and diſtractions ne- 
ceſſarily incident to the perplexed ſyſtem of government before 
ſtated; and in particular, that ſome time in or about the month 
of Auguſt, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty two, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, on the repreſentations of the ſaid ſecret agents, 
or ſome other perſons unknown, did write one of the threaten- 
ing letters aforeſaid to the ſaid Hyder Beg; but in return having 
received from the ſaid Major Palmer, one of the yr 
agents, aletter mentioning, in general terms, the uſurpations of 
Mr. Johnſon, the then acting Reſident, and the inſults of the 


aid Johnſon to the ſaid Hyder Beg ; and having alſo produced 


4 — — a letter 
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lett er privately ſent from the ſaid Hyder Beg to the ſaid Major 


Davy, another of the ſaid ſecret agents, containing the like ge- 


neral charges againft the ſaid Johnſon ; the ſaid Warren Haſt⸗ 


ings, on the ſeventh of September, one thouſand ſeven hundred 


and eighty two, did recommend to the Board at Calcutta, to 
order the ſaid Johnſon immediately down to Calcutta, with pe- 
culiar marks of diſpleaſure and diſgrace; the ſaid Warren Haſt- 


ings pretending exceeding great alarm at the information con- 


| tained in the aforeſaid letters, although the ſaid Hyder Beg 
| Khan, in his letter to the ſaid Major Davy, did repreſent him- 
ſelf as having before made the ſame or ſimilar charges againſt 
the ſaid Johnſon, which charges did not then create ſuch alarm 
in the faid Warren Haſtings, inaſmuch as the ſaid Warren 
| Haſtings did ſubſequently write to the ſaid Hyder Beg the letter 
_ of reprimand aforeſaid ; and afterwards, on the twentieth of 
October following, be did again write to the ſaid Hyder Beg 
Khan, menacing him as aforeſaid, notwithſtanding the ſanction 
which the ſaid Warren Haſtings had ſo recently given to the re- 
criminatory defence of the ſaid Hyder Beg, by the immediate | 
removal of the ſaid Johnſon without inquiry, 
That, on the twenty-ſecond day of the aforeſaid month of -- 
September, one thouſand ſeyen hundred and eighty two, only 
fifteen days after the removal of the ſaid Johnſon for the al- 
 ledged crime of oppoſition to the ſaid Miniſter Hyder Beg, the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, in conſequence of intelligence from the : 
laid ſecret agents, or other perſons unknown, did farther recom- 
mend to the Board the diſmiſſion of the ſaid Reſident Middle- 
8 ton, for not having carried into effect the conditions and ſpirit 


of the treaty of Chunar, in which the faid Reſident Middleton 


| had been oppoſed by the ſaid Miniſter and the ſaid Nabob; and 
the ſaid diſmiſſion of the ſaid Reſident Middleton was contrary _ 
to the good faith of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, who, in reply to 
a private requeſt of the {aid Nabob, did promiſe to the ſaid Na- 
bob the Reſident Middleton ſhould not be removed but at the 
deſire of the ſaid Nabob, or of himſelf the ſaid Middleton, or 
to that effect; and this promiſe, bearing date the twenty-third of 
May, one thouſand ſeven hundred end eighty two, was recorded 


* the ſaid Warren na himſelf on n the Bengal Perſian Cor- 
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reſpondence; and ſoon after the ſaid promiſe, the Reſident Mid- 
dleton did quit his ſtation with leave of abſence, and did not re- 
turn till the laſt day of Auguſt or thereabouts, that is to ſay, 


about three weeks before his recal. 5 
That, by having thus, on the unexamined evidence of his pri- 


vate inſtruments, removed the Reſident Middleton and the Aſſiſ- 
tant Reſident Johnſon, within the ſpace of one month, on 
grounds ſo contradictory and inconſiſtent in themſelves, the 
Aſſiſtant-Reſident Johnſon for oppoſing, and the Reſident Mid- 
dleton for not oppoſing, the ſame individual Miniſter Hyder 
Beg Khan; the former of the two profeſſedly in order to quiet 
the Nabob's apprehenſions, and the other in contradiction to the 
direct requeſt of the Nabob himſelf; the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
did throw new difficulties and diſcouragements in the way of any 
Reſident who might ſucceed, as there was no line of conduct 
whatever left to him, for which one of his immediate predeceſ- 
| ſors had not been puniſhed with diſmiſſion, and for which he 
might not apprehend ſimilar diſgrace, through the dark machina- 
tions of the ſaid Warren Haſtings and his private inſtruments _ 
aforeſaid ; and by the ſaid examples, together with the continued 
| operation of the ſecret ſyſtem of cabal and intrigue aforeſaid, 
| and the rapid change and ſucceſſion of agents within the ſpace 
of about ſeven years, many of them in defiance of orders, and 
all upon motives of cabal and intrigue, he did accordingly 
! weaken and render odious the Britiſh Government, diſturb and 
diſtract the Government of Oude, diſorder the Company's af- 
fairs, protract the payment of the debt due to the ſaid Company 
from the ſaid Nabob, and give ſtrong incitement to rapacity and 
peculation, in a place expoſed to the greateſt temptation, and 
| furniſhing the moſt abundant means of unlawful acquiſition, _ 
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ARTICLE NINETEENTH. 


| "Thar the ſaid Warren Haſtings having declared himſelf ſen- 
ſible that the affairs of Oude had been long in an ill condition, 


and were daily growing worſe, owing to the miſgovernment . 
which prevailed therein, and which had not been reformed in 
conſequence of the regulations directed, and the powers by him 


given to the Reſident Middleton, in the year one thouſand 


| ſeven hundred andeighty one, in virtue of the treaty of Chunar, = 
be did therefore, under the pretence of the better regulation of 
the ſaid provinces, in the month of September, one thouſand = 
| ſeven hundred and eighty two, appoint John Briſtow, Eſquire, 
to the office of Reſident in Oude, and did, on the twenty-third 
of October, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty two, give 
to the ſaid Briſtow ſundry minute and particular, as well as large 
and general, inſtructions, by which, for the purpoſe of reform- 
ing the abuſes which prevailed in the ſaid Nabob's dominions, he 
did in effect and ſubſtance authorize and require the ſaid Briſtow 
to exerciſe: all the functions of Government, in an eminent and 
controlling manner, repreſenting the neceſſity thereof from the 
ſaid Vizier's difinclination and inaptitude to buſineſs, which ren- 
dered him a cypher in ſome hands or other; and from the little 
reliance which could be placed on his Miniſter Hyder Beg Khan, ; 
of whoſe character and morals he did, in the ſaid inſtructions | 
give a moſt unfavourable repreſentation, and he did declare the 
ſaid Briſtow reſponſible ſor the due obſervance of the ſaid inſtruc- | 
tions, and the exerciſe of the power therein given ; declaring, | 
in the following words, or words to that effect, that from the na: 
ture of our (meaning the Britiſh) connection with the Govern- 


ment of Oude, and from the ſaid Nabob's incapacity, a neceſſity 
would for ever exiſt, whilſt we had a claim of ſubſidy upon the 
reſources of his country, of exerciſing an influence, and fre- 


quently ſubſtituting it entirely - in the place of an avowed and 
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conſtitutional authority in the adminiſtration of his (the ſaid 
Nabob Vizier's) Government; and in the ſaid inſtructions he 
did declare that he had recourſe to him the ſaid Briſtow for the 
introduCtion of a new ſyſtem into that Government, and that he 
could not omit, whilſt he expreſſed his reliance on him the ſaid 
Briſtow for that purpoſe, to repeat the ſentiments which he the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings had expreſſed in the verbal inſtructions 
which he gave the ſaid Briſtow at his departure, that there could 
be no medium in the relation between the Reſident and the Mi- 

niſter, but either the Reſident mult be the ſlave and vaſſal of the 


Miniſter, or the Miniſter at the abſolute diſpoſal of the Reſident; = . 
and he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in various other parts of : 1 
dhe ſaid inſtructions, veſt large powers in the ſaid Briſtow, whol- 1 
L ly ſuperſeding and controlling thoſe of the ſaid Nabob's ating 
f M.iniſter, the ſaid Hyder Beg, and did threaten the diſmiſſion of 
: the ſaid Miniſter, in caſe of oppoſition when he was expected to -4Þ 
p aſſiſt him; which was in effect to over-rule the ſaid Miniſter's j |! 
own power: and he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did particularly | 
direct the ſaid Briſtow to appoint regular offices in the ſaid Go- 1 
: vernment, not one office being therein exiſting, the whole being | | 
: 7 _ by the ſaid Miniſter, the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan alone; — 1 
: to regulate the troops, which had been ill regulated and ill paid— Þ 
to eſtabliſh Courts of Juſtice, there being none exiſting in Oude, | | 
| he the ſaid Warren Haſtings having aſſerted with truth, that the ii. 1 
want of ſuch Courts was the moſt diſcreditable defect in the ſaid Fo | | 
Nabob Vizier's Government; and he did alſo give directions 1 
concerning the revenues and other matters, and the reformations — | 
and regulations by him directed were proper, and in the then | | 
Rate of Oude neceſſary, and he was hound to give all due ſupport 1 
to the ſaid Briſtow, in carrying the ſame into execution, in op- | | | 
: poſition to the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan and others, whoſe intereſts . +##4 
| in the continuance of abuſe muſt have been deeply affected by ß 
dhe reformations by him in the ſaid inſtructions preſcribed ; but '$} 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings having conceived a ſtrong animoſity = | * 
againſt the ſaid Briſtow, on account of his original appointment | | | 
to office under perſons in Council, whom the ſaid Warren Haſ- | | | 
tings oppoſed, and on account of his the ſaid Briſtow's ſubſe- 1 
you legal claim to offer, under the authority of the Court of | | 


. Diregars, 
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Directors, which he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did ſeem particu- 
tarly to reſent, did Lonifive, under the maſk of friendſhip, and 
an extraordinary degree of truſt and confidence, moſt perfidiouſ- 
Iy to betray and goſsly to injure him the ſaid Briſtow ; and the 
faid Warren Haſtings, contriving alſo for his own corrupt and 
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| _ felf-intereſted purpoſes to increaſe thoſe diſorders in Oude, which 
| he pretended he had appointed the ſaid Briſtow to reform, he did 


very early after his appointment of the ſaid Briſtow, endeavour 


of his the ſaid Briſtow's progreſs in the execution of his the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings's orders concerning the ſeveral reforms therein 


therein: and though the ſaid Briſtow did diligently purſue the 


the country, the ſeveral matters which he propoſed for the regu- 


yet the ſaid Warren Haſtings, although he had made it an article 


countenanced others to give, an oppoſition), did for the greater 


| Briſtow any inſtructions whatever upon any one of the delicate 


| Gpporr to the neceſſary reforms which were in direct obedience 
to his the ſaid Warren Haſtings's orders attempted in Oude, he 


ſand 


to counteract the ſaid Briſtow in all his endeavours for that pur- 
poſe, and did uphold and maintain the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan in 
oppoſition to all the neceſſary plans of reform by himſelf, the 
faid Warren Haſtings, ordered and directed; and though he had 
ordered the ſaid Briſtow to inform him, from time to time, 


directed and ſpecified, and the obſtructions he might meet with 


objects entruſted to his care, and did regularly write to the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, and did faithfully repreſent to him the ſtate of 


Etion thereof, and the difficulties which he had to encounter 1 


of accuſation againſt the former Reſident Middleton, that he had 
not regularly correſponded with him the ſaid Haſtings, excepting 
rde ſhare of one letter from the Council, approving of his the 
ſaid Briſtow's meaſures (to which meaſures he ſecretly gave, or 


part of the time the ſaid Briſtow remained in office never, or very 
rarely, write to bim; nor did he the ſaid Haſtings give to the ſaid 


and difficult objects ſo largely inſiſted upon in his commiſſion:. 1 
And for the purpoſe of preventing the Council from giving a 


did maliciouſly, wilfully, perfidiouſly, and fraudulently, againſt 
law and his duty, hold back for three months an important letter 
from the faid Briſtow, to him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and to 
the Council General, dated the twelfth of December, one thou- 
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fand ſeven hundred and eighty two. And when he, the ſaid Brit 


tow, did inform him, in the fulleſt manner, of the oppoſition 


given by the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan to all tlie acts in the faid 
original inſtructions preſcribed, and did complain thereof to the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, in his ſeveral letters of the twelfth of De- 
dcember, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty two, the thirti- 
eth of the ſame December, the twenty- -firſt of January, fourth _ 
and thirty-firſt of March, and the eighth of April; one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and eighty three, none of which letters were re- 
corded by the ſaid Warren Haſtings till on or after the twenty- 
firſt day of April, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-three, 
with the encloſures therein contained, he the ſaid Warren Haſ- 
| tings did not pay any ſort of regard whatever to the repreſenta- . 
tions of the ſaid Briſtow, but did produce to the Council, at va” 
rious times, letters or pretended letters from the ſaid Nabob, in 
oppoſition to the meaſures purſued by the ſaid Briſtow, under : 
his the ſaid Warren Haſtings's authority, as an uſurpation on 
the ſaid Nabob's authority. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in 
direct contradiction to his own written declarations, to the ſo- 
lemn written aſſurances which he had given to the ſaid Briſtow, 
and to the denunciations which in writing he had authorized the 
ſaid Briſtow to make to the ſaid Miniſter Hyder Beg Khan, im- 
plying that his obedience to the ſaid Reſident did form the terms 
upon which he would be permitted to hold his office: and that 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings would not receive, as the Nabob's, let- 


ters dictated by the ſpirit of oppoſition, but ſhould conſider every 


ſuch attempt as an inſult on our Government; and did declare, 
or ordered it to be declared, to the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan, that he 
did expect that nothing ſhould be done in his the ſaid Hyder Beg 

| Khan's official character without the knowledge or participation 
of the ſaid Reſident; yet he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, with- 
out heſitation, or even the pretence of an inquiry, receive as the 
Nabob's own letters, and as written from impreſſions on his the 


ſaid Nabob's own mind, and as the ſuggeſtions of his own judge- 


ment, letters written in the ſpirit above mentioned, and ſuch as 
were evidently written to promote the views of the ſaid Hyder 
Beg Khan; in which light he the ſaid Warren Haſtings had ſo- 
_ declared that he would conſider ſuch letters, and did ſtate 

| | — —— 3 them 
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them as a poor deception, and a thin veil, to cover the deſigns 
of the ſaid Hyder, and that he would look on the guilt of wri- 
ting ſuch letters as aggravated by the falſehood and duplicity 
with which they were accompanied; and he the ſaid Haſtings 
had in this caſe more particular reaſon than ever to conſider the 
ſaid letters as being written to promote the intereſts of the ſaid 
Hyder, and not the independency of the ſaid Vizier, becauſe his 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings's ſecret agent, Palmer, accuſing the 
ſaid Briſtow, and being a witneſs againſt him, did repreſent the 


ſaid Vizier as having informed him the ſaid Palmer that the ſaid 


Briſtow had gone the length of letting the faid Vizier know, 
that if he pleaſed he was the maſter in his own Government, 


and was free to diſmiſs his Miniſter at his pleaſure, or to that 
effect. And farther the ſaid Warren Haſtings did accept and 
take ſeveral letters of the ſaid Hyder Peg, accuſing the ſaid Briſ- 
| tow, as proofs, although the ſaid Hyder Beg was a party, and 
| Intereſted, as well as the ſaid Palmer; the ſaid Hyder having, in 4 
the courſe of that diſpute, applied to the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
to be ſolely employed, both for the Company s concerns and the 
ſaid Vizier's; and the ſaid Palmer confeſſing, that he had a pro- 
ſpect of the Reſidency, and the ſaid Hyder having made a direct 
5 propoſal, the ſaid Hyder, to be by his the ſaid Warren Haſtings's 
power placed in the management of the Nabob's affairs, and alſo 
employed to tranſact, on their part, thoſe of the Company, and 9 
having engaged, if fo em ployed, that he would obey the ſaid I 


Warren Haſtings's orders, though ſecretly operating ; yet he the 


ſaid Warren Haſtings, notwithſtanding his perfect knowledge of 1 
the intereſted motives of the ſaid Hyder and Palmer, and the no- 


toriety that both were his dependants, and notwithſtanding the 


inſinuation of the ſaid Hyder Beg, tempting the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, by offering to obey his orders, ſecretly operating, he 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, having thrown off all regard to de- 
cency, as well as to juſtice, did attempt, on the mere charges of 


theſe perſons, one of them, namely, Hyder Beg, a perſon ſtig- 


matiſed by him in his inſtructions to this very Briſtow, as a moſt 
abandoned character, to deprive the ſaid Reſident of his office, 


without hearing his defence; and when the ſaid Warren Haſ- 


. tings failed to perſuade the Connell to concur with him in this 


unwarrantable 
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unwarrantable act, and that they remonſtrated to him, that the 
only offence with which the ſaid Reſident was charged conſiſted 


in ſome totally ineffectual attempts to execute the ſaid inſtrue- 
tions, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in a letter to the ſaid Briſtow 


did revoke the ſaid inſtructions, and did, in inſulting terms, write 
to the ſaid Briſtow, that he ſhould not dare to act upon them, or 
to uſe them as his inſtruCtions, and yet did not propoſe any other 

in their ſtead, leaving, as far as in him lay, the ſaid Reſident en- 
tangled in the plots and conſpiracies of his the ſaid Warren Haſe 
tings's ſaid agents and inſtruments, to act in a moſt delicate and 
difficult ſituation, without any rule or direction whatever: And 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in due time, no longer concealing his 

being a candidate for the office of Repreſentative of the Compa- 

ny in Oude, and diſcovering more and more his real view, which 

Was to fill, before his departure for Europe or his recal thither, 
that ſubordinate but moſt lucrative office, cauſed the accuſations 
to be renewed againſt the ſaid Briſtow, on the part of the ſaid Na- 
bob Vizier, and the ſaid Hyder Beg and others, againſt the ſaid 
| Briſtow, in which he conducted himſelf in an unjuſt, violent, 
and intemperate manner, uſing a ſhameful partiality with regard 
to the ſaid accuſers, and a ſcandalous prejudice againſt the accu- 

| ſed, in violation of all duty, in all the capacities in which he did 

or might ſtand in the ſaid proceedings, whether he be conſidered 

as an accuſer, a judge, or a counſellor of ſtate, at the head of an 

Adminiſtration, That farther, in purſuance of his unjuſtifiable 
views of perſonal and local power in Oude, he the ſaid Warren 
| Haſtings did cauſe and inſtigate the ſaid Vizier to make pathetic 
lamentations of his ſituation, and to call for his the ſajd Warren 

Haſtings's preſence in Oude, as the only means of quieting his 

mind, and re-eſtabliſhing his affairs: And th. ſaid Warren Haf- 

tings did, by throwing out inſinuations againſt the other Mem- 

bers of the Council, and threatening them with the conſequences 
oſ what might reſult from the exaſperated ſtate of mind which 
he repreſented the ſaid Nabob and all the principal perſons of the 
country to be 1 in, and which diſcontents, and the diſorders con- 
ſequent thereto, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did foment, if not 
cauſe, he by thoſe and the like evil acts and violences, and by 
the aforſaid and by other unwarrantable acts by him deviſed and | 


983 | practiſed, 
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pradiſed, did obtain the removal of the ſaid Briſtow from his of- 
fice, and his own appointment thereto, or to an office in that 
country, of the ſame or greater power and authority. And the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, in all the acts and neglects of duty afore- 
ſaid, by wilfully declining to ſupport the execution of his own 
orders, as well as by traverſing, or cauſing to he traverſed, the 
ſaid Britiſh Reſident Briſtow in effectuating the reformations by 
himſelf known to be neceſſary, and recommended as ſuch in his 
aid inſtructions, not only betrayed a ſervant of the Company, 
whom it was his duty, fo far as in juſtice he could, to protect, 
but by the plots and many devices of him and his inſtruments, 
weakened and diſhonoured the Britiſh Government and authori- ; 
ty in the ſaid province, and thereby prevented the recovery of ; 
the Company? 8 aſſignments; and by countenancing the preven- 
tion of proper offices, he did encourage peculation and confuſion 
in accounts, and mutiny in the army, and the ſame did happen 
in conſequence thereof, and in particular by his the ſaid Warren 
- Haſtings s heinous offence in countenancing an oppoſition to the 
eſtabliſhment of Courts of ſuſtice i in Oude, he the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings is the cauſe of all the want of ſecurity to the property 
: and lives of the inhabitants, and of the many miſchiefs, diſorders, 
5 tumults, robberies, and murders, which, from want thereof, did 
| Thereafter happen in the ſaid country of Oude, ande even in u the 

capital city of Lucknow. | 


ARTICLE 


E 


ARTICLE TWENTIETH. 


Trav the ſaid en Haſtings did ln a commiſſion or de- 
legation to act for the Governor General and Council at Luck- 


now, or ſome ſuch delegation or commiſſion, on condition of 25 7 


finding the ſecurity of reſponſible bankers for the payment of the 
Vizier's debt on or before the month of January, one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and eighty five; and he did proceed for Lucknow 
on the fourteenth of February, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
eighty four, and returned to the city of Calcutta on the third of 1 
November, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty four. That 
the ſaid commiſſion or delegation to be executed by him, the Go- 


vernor General, was totally unneceſſary for any one of the ob- 


jects by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings done, or propoſed by him 
to be done, in the ſaid delegation ; and he did bring upon the 
Faſt - India Company, by the ſaid unneceſſary delegation, a charge 
of fifty thouſand pounds ſterling, or ſome other great ſum, for 
the expences attending the ſame, at a time when the ſaid Compa- 
ny laboured under very great difficulties, and when the {ſtricteſt 
Economy was called for; and he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did 
take with him a great train of Engliſh gentlemen, to the number 
of thirty, or ſame other large and unneceſſary number, beſides | 
his guard, although he was well aware that the Vizier Nabob of 
Oude did always conſider the preſence of Engliſh gentlemen as 
bringing upon him a heavy burden; and though the ſaid Warren - 
| Haſtings, in his juſtification of the treaty of Chunar, did, through 
his colleague Wheler, inform the Court of Directors that the re- 
moval of the Engliſh gentlemen and officers from the Vizier's 
Court, as well as ſervice, was a point in which the national ho- 
nour and reputation was well conſulted, or to that effect. 

| That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, being at Lucknow as afore- 
ſaid, did come to ſome agreement or ſtipulation, purporting that 

| Oo | no 
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no Britiſh Reſident ſhould ever be ſent into Oude, and that no 
Britiſh influence, ſecret or avowed, ſhould be exerciſed within 


the ſame, whilſt the Vizier continued to fulfil his engagements 
to the Company; which voluntary act of abdication of the 


power and influence of this kingdom in the province of Oude, 
he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, was not legally authoriſed to 


make, without expreſs orders for that purpoſe from the ſupreme 


authority; and he did preſume to bind the Eaſt-India Company 
to the obſervance- of the ſaid unwarrantable. agreement, by 
cauſing to be inſerted in the leaſes of the ſeveral farms, let by the 
| ſaid Vizier, a clauſe, whereby the ſaid leaſes, and all the condi- 
tions and engagements therein ſtipulated, were to be annulled and 
made void, wherever the ſaid farmers ſhould be interrupted in 
their functions by the interference of a Britiſh agent, thereby 
_ unlawfully precluding, as far as in him lay, on the one hand, 
the operation of the diſcretion of his maſters in the conduct 
of their affairs; or, on the other, ſubjeQing his ſaid maſters to 
an imputation on their faith, by breaking an engagement confi- 
dently made in their name, though without their conſent, by 
him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, who was the firſt officer i in their 
= government. 
That the ſaid Warden Haſlinge i in thus ſurrendering all the in- 
FA and authority of the ſaid Eaſt-India Company as an ar- 
rangement beneficial to the country ſo by him abandoned, and 
as ſerviceable to the ſaid Company, did act in direct contradic- 
tion to ſundry declarations by him recorded, and tranſmitted of- 
ficially for the information of the Court of Directors, and of 
His Majeſty's Miniſters, wherein he did repreſent the exerciſe of 
the ſaid influence as abſolutely neceſſary to the ſaid Company” 'S 
affairs, as highly beneficial to the country in which it was to be 
1 employed, as well as to the prince; and that the Government of 
Caleutta would always retain the ſame, or to that effect; as 
alſo, that he had provided for the lawfulneſs of the ſame, under 


the powers given by a treaty, namely, the Treaty of Chunar. . 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in his ſeveral letters of the 


thirtieth of April, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty four, 


to the Court of Directors, and of the firſt of October, one thou- 


ow ſeven hundred : and 5 at to * Council General, 


aſſign 
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aſſign reaſons for the ſaid voluntary abdicationl of authority, 


highly diſhonourable to the Britiſh name and character; as by 


the ſaid letters, reference being thereunto had, will appear. And 


his offence herein is highly aggravated, becauſe the imputations 


thrown by him on the Britiſh nation and Britiſh government, 
and their influence, in large and general terms, ſo far as the ſame 


are juſt, are entirely owing and imputable to the miſconduct of 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings himſelf, and his agents, or of the per- 


ſons employed, ſupported, and protected by him. 


Iuhat while the ſaid Warren Haſtings did thus endeavour to 
N deſtroy the dependence on Britiſh faith, and wholly to take away | 
and deftroy the Britiſh authority in the province of Oude, he, 
* _ the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did nevertheleſs attempt, contrary to 
his duty, to create an excluſive reliance and dependence on his. 


own perſonal faith, and to eſtabliſh and confirm his own govern- 


ment by means of his own perſonal influence, and through his 


own immediate agents in the ſaid province of Oude. | 
That after the ſaid Warren Haſtings had ſigned the aforeſaid 


agreement, renouncing all influence in the faid country, and had 
ſtipulated that there ſhould be no Reſident of the ſaid Eaſt- 
India Company in the ſaid province, he, the ſaid Warren Haſt- 


ings, did nevertheleſs, on his return to Calcutta, after he quit- 
ted the ſaid province, ſtay ſome time in the city of Benares, for 


| the purpoſe of exerciſing, contrary to his duty and faith, his 


_ . own influence and authority in and over the ſaid government 


of Oude, and did leave behind him a Reſident of his own, at a . 
| known yearly expence to the ſaid Nabob of twenty-two. thou- 


ſand pounds ſterling, or ſome other large ſum of money. 
That after his return to Calcutta, he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 


: aid, contrary to juſtice, bring forward new charges againſt the 
late Reſident, John Briſtow, purporting that he the faid Briſtow, 
during his reſidency, had paid a large eſtabliſhment of Engliſh 
penſioners from the revenues of the ſaid Nabob, when at the 
ſame time he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did well know that 

many of the ſaid penſioners had been ſettled thereon by himſelf, _ 


and none by the authority of the ſaid Briſtow. _ 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did alfo corruptly leave under 
. the aforeſaid Major Palmer a age eſtabliſhment of Engliſh pen- 


ſioners, 
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ſoners, authorized by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings to to be paid 
out of the revenues of the ſaid Nabob; and the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings did thereby, in contradiction to his faith and duty, main- 
tain and preſerve in the ſaid province of Oude a great intereſt, 
and an extenſive connection of dependants to himſelf, at an 
- heavy expence to the revenues of the country; after he had alto- 
5 gether relinquiſhed all authority and influence therein on ow 
of his lawful maſters, the Eaſt-India Company: 2 
That when the ſaid Warren Haſtings withdtew all public | in- 


fluence of the Eaſt-India Company from the ſaid province of 


Oude, he did (except inaſmuch as he may himſelf ſtill have re- 
tained a perſonal, ſecret, and unwarrantable influence therein) 
wholly give up and abandon the ſaid Nabob and his territories 

and the Eaſt-India Company's intereſt therein, to the entire do- 
minion of the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan, without any control or in- 


ſpection on the part of the ſaid Company, though he, the faid | | 
Warren Haſtings, was well appriſed of the unfitneſs of the ſaid 


= Hyder Beg for the ſaid truſt, or for any truſt, and had expreſſed | 


| the ſtrongeſt diſapprobation of the ſaid Hyder Beg's miſconduct 


in any particular inſtances, beſides the univerſal diſorder of 


the country; and had even intimated an opinion, that the 


ſaid Hyder Beg might involve our Government in a new 


ſcene of hoſtilities by thoſe which his mal-adminiſtration might _ 


5 e e 


And the ſaid We Haſtings, by his agreement aforefaid hi: B 


; did farther leave ſundry of the great farms of revenue in the pro- 
vince of Oude under Almas Ali Khan, whom he had repreſented 3 
2 diſatected perſon, and whom he had ordered to de puniſhed 5 : 
with death, — 
That by the agreement aforeſaid the ſaid Warren Haſtings 5 
| contrary to juſtice, and to honour, did abandon all the perſons 
wuho had acted in the reforms propoſed by himſelf, fuch as Mow- - 
; lavy, Mowbain, Mahomet Cauzim, and others, expoſed without 
any ſtipulation (weak as that ſecurity would have been) to the 
reſentment of ſo implacable a tyrant as the ſaid Hyder Beg 
| Khan, who was publicly known, and whom the ſaid Warren 
5 8 bimſelf knew to bs exaſperated againſt the ſaid ee 
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for the part which they had taken under the fad Warren Haſt- 
. ings's own authority. 5 
* That the bankers, whoſe ſecurity the ſaid Warren Haſtings "4: 
; took for the payment of the ſaid Nabob Vizier's debt to the ſaid- 4 
YA Company, were irreſponſible perſons, who ſoon after failed. That | 
the pretended payment of the Nabob's debt was deluſive, and | 
was not accompliſhed by the time at which the faid Warren 
Maſtings undertook it ſhould be diſcharged ; and that the ſaid 
1 Warren Haſtings, contrary to the Britiſh faith, did violently 
[7 5 take away a ſecurity given by John Briſtow, Eſquire, late Reſi- 
© dent, to a certain native banker, called Gopal Droſs, who, in 
conſequence thereof, did make a demand for payment of the 
ſame on the Eaſt-India Company, and did * much affect 
the ſaid Company's credit. 
That by violently reftraining and anticipating the ſaid Nabob 
Vizier's reſources, for which kind of proceeding the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings had before actually accuſed and impeached the 
aforeſaid Reſident, Middleton, and by leaving the whole admini- 
4 ſtration of the finances of Oude to the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan, 
1 and the ſaid Almas Ali Khan, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did 
2 much and dangerouſly affect the payments of ſucceeding years, 
| notwithſtanding the annual charge on the ſaid Nabob was exceed= 
ingly diminiſhed, yet the debt of the ſaid Nabob to the ſaid 
Company did ſtand as high as four hundred thouſand pounds 
ſterling, or ſome other great ſum of money, in the month of 
July one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty fix: in all which 
aàctings and doings, and in all the ſaid wilful and corrupt neglects. © 
of duty, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings hath been and 1 is 1 of oY 
high crimes and miſdemeanors. _ 
And the ſaid Knights, Citizens, and Bange by i. 
ſaving to themſelves the liberty of exhibiting, at any time here- 
After, any farther articles, or other accuſation or impeachment 
againſt the ſaid Warren Haſtings, Eſquire and alſo of replying 
to his anſwers which he ſhall make unto the ſaid articles, or any 
of them, and of offering proof to the aforeſaid articles, and to 
all and every other articles, impeachment, or accuſation which 
ſhall be exhibited by them, as the caſe mall, according to the 
1 i courle 
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courſe of Parliament, require, do pray that the ſaid Warren 


6+ Haſtings, Eſquire, may be put to anſwer the ſaid crimes and miſ- 


demeanors; and that ſuch proceedings, examinations, trials, and 


8 judgements, may be thereupon had and given, Wis ebe to 
n law 875 Juſtice. 5 
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